
Brethren, you will remember we last held this face-to-face meeting two 

years ago.  which turned out to be the last Provincial meeting held 

before lockdown.   If nothing else the last two years have illustrated how 

resilient masonry is, especially the Mark.  I guess the majority of us had 

never heard of Zoom this time two years ago. The forward thinking of 

our Grand Secretary, R.W.W.Bro Ryan Williams, who allowed social 

media business meetings to take place has been extremely well 

received.  The use of social media enabled the Mark family to keep 

talking and to see each other on screen. The business meetings also 

spawned social get togethers, such as The Keystone Inn, the Cleveland 

Quiz and many more. Last year we held this meeting by Zoom. We also 

held executive meetings, the General Purposes and Charity meetings by 

zoom. I think you will all agree, that a special mention and a huge thank 

you for the effort and commitment W.Bro Geoff Nicholson, the Provincial 

Secretary, has put into these zoom meetings. At one point he was 

holding 5 or more meetings a week. Geoff’s commitment to the Mark 

and the Red Cross, where he holds the office of District Recorder has 

been outstanding. I also think his wife Carol should be thanked, for her 

understanding, support and for biting her tongue at times.  

 

Although in lockdown and under masonic suspension during the last two 

years the province has continued to function. The distribution of face 

masks, supplied by a Mark Man from Essex, food supplies delivered to 

those housebound and many more charitable and supportive acts you all 

performed and of course just supporting each other by phone calls. We 

also had a virtual Ladies night, where we all put on our dinner suits and 

the ladies wore long dresses. A good number of my fellow Prov.G.M.’s 

supported the evening, from as far afield as Kent, London and Dorset. A 

good night was had by all.  

Our provincial charity continued to help registered charities within the 

Province and along with the Mark Provinces of West Yorkshire and 

Lincolnshire and the Craft province of West Yorkshire we made a large 

donation to the friends of Connaught Court. We also can’t forget the 

continuing support of the Mark Benevolent Fund, the MBF, making funds 

available to individual projects within the province. Notably the £33,000 

made available, as a mark of respect to the passing of HRH Prince 

Phillip, Duke of Edinburgh, to help hospices in this province. I think we 

can all be proud to be Freemasons and extremely proud to be in this 



very friendly and caring Order of Mark Master Masons. I thank you all for 

your efforts during the last two years. 

 

We have also continued to seek out craft brethren to join the Mark. The 

brethren who were identified as potential members during lockdown are 

now being advanced.  Some lodges having three or more candidates 

lined up. This is excellent news and the best outcome I could wish for. 

Slowly, hopefully, we will recoup the members we have lost over the last 

two years. 

 

Although new members are vital and a lifeblood of our Order retention of 

our existing members is equally as important. Don’t forget those 

members who are still uncomfortable about attending lodges. The Lodge 

Almoners have done a fantastic job during the pandemic, but I now ask 

all of you to act as Almoners.  The members who you have not seen for 

a while, please phone them. Ask them If they are well, do they need 

assistance in any way. Remind them of what they are  missing by not 

attending meetings. Make sure when the time is right for them, they will 

return to the lodge. 

Please don’t forget them, or they might just forget us. 

 

You have all heard me say “Let’s press the reset button”  

 

One of the ways we can do this, apart from attending lodges, is to attend 

one of our social events. In particular the Mark Ladies Night, to be held 

on Saturday  7th May here at York racecourse. Invite a Craft man, show 

him the fun we share in each other’s company, make the 7th May a 

recruiting evening. Those lodges that don’t organise a Ladies night, take 

all the hassle away from organising one. Just buy a ticket, preferably a 

table of ten, turn up and have fun. The lodge with the most attending will 

receive a bottle of whisky for their lodge raffle and a bouquet of flowers 

for the Worshipful Masters Lady. Abbot Hugh of Selby has walked away 

with the Whisky and Flowers for the last three Ladies evenings, let’s see 

if your lodge can beat them.  Let’s well and truly press the reset bottom 

and have a great night, the Mark family together again doing what we do 

best, having fun. 



Since I lifted the local suspension, there have been two 50 year 

certificates presented to W.Bro  Joe Wells and to V.W.Bro Chris Tindall, 

both certificates were presented by V.W.Bro Clive Copley, as I was 

unable to attend. Thank you, Clive and congratulations brethren. During 

the year a party of us travelled over to Welburn to present V.W.Bro. 

Frank Woolgrove with his Royal Ark Mariner 50 year certificate at his 

home. Due to poor health Frank is unable to attend today. I’m sure we 

all wish him well.  

 

During the last two years we have had a number of brethren receive first 

appointments and promotions in Grand Rank.  When I read your name 

please stand and stay standing. 

To PGMO – Frank Woolgrove and Joe Robinson 

To PGJO – Paul Barham, David Jennings and David Roach 

To PGJD – Stephen Priestly 

To PAGDC – Jim Johnson ,Alan Hatfield, David Kirkham and John         

Tennant 

To PGStdB – Andy Lawton 

 

The resumption of our meetings also enabled the province to hold a 

memorial service for all those who had passed away, in 2020 and 2021, 

for both Masons, and family members.  This was held at Howden 

Minster. It was a unique occasion, all the ten Orders that are 

administered from Mark Masons Hall formed a committee to organise 

the event and all were represented at the Service. Along with 

representatives from the Craft and the Holy Royal Arch and many other 

Orders helped to fill the Minster to near capacity.  We were also 

Honoured by the presence of R.W.Bro John Prizeman the Deputy Grand 

Master of the Mark.  Grateful thanks to Maurice Hatton who put the 

service together, Nick Page, the Organist and his Wife Kathryn who 

performed a beautiful solo, W.Bro’s Alan Hatfield and Craig Maurier for 

producing the Order of service booklets and not forgetting my wife Rose 

who read a very poignant poem. The day was finished off by a 

magnificent buffet organised by V.W.Bro David Jennings.  A very special 

day and very much appreciated by all the families.  I’m sure we will 



arrange another service like this in the future and it showed what can be 

achieved when all the Orders work together. 

 

My grateful thanks to the secretariat team, W.Bro’s Geoff Nicholson, his 

Deputy, Allan Williams and Assistant, Duncan Kilbride. The D.C. team. 

W.Bro’s Les Richings, his Deputy, Steve Cox and Assistants Steve 

Kearns and Les Race. 

  

A grateful thanks to the members of the PWRL team, who have done 

much to make today’s meeting possible, ably led by W.Bro’s Geoff 

Blackburn and Alan Hatfield. Thank you, Geoff and Alan, for all the hard 

work you and your team have put in for today’s meeting. 

 

My thanks to you all for attending today, those not staying for lunch I 

wish you a safe journey home and I look forward to seeing you around 

the province. 

 

Finally, as we leave today let’s make sure that all those not in our order 

hear of the “Magic of the Mark”.   

 

 

 

 


