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Resumption of Masonic Meetings 
Local Suspension 

 
 

Following the government announcement that we in England have now entered the last phase of the 
roadmap out of the Covid Pandemic Restrictions, I have decided that the Local Suspension that has 
been in force for several months will be lifted as from Monday 19th July 2021. 
 
 This means that all Mark and Royal Ark Mariner Lodges are now able to resume meetings and start to 
slowly get back to a more normal way of masonic life.  Mark Grand Lodge has issued you all with 
guidance on how to proceed with meetings but emphasise, as I do, that we must have a cautious and 
steady response to reopening our lodges.   All local authority and Masonic Hall stipulations must be 
followed.  No brother should be pressurised into attending meetings, he must only attend if he feels 
comfortable and able to do so.  I’m sure some brethren will attend but will be wearing masks, some will 
not, each must receive the same welcome and respect as the other.  In the early days of the 
resumption of meetings I would ask brethren to exercise caution when greeting a brother, you may be 
willing to shake his hand, but he may not. Again, each must be greeted and welcomed with the same 
respect.  Those members that feel uneasy about attending must be kept informed and feel wanted, so 
please keep them engaged with the workings of the Lodge.  Those Lodges who are not ready to meet 
just yet please keep on having VBM’s on your regular Lodge night.  The Provincial Secretary will be only 
too pleased to organise these for you. 
 
In line with the slow and cautious approach I have decided that the Provincial team will not be asked to 
attend Lodges until the 31st August, by then a good proportion of the country will be vaccinated and it 
is hoped the team will feel more confident in attending meetings. 
 
Let us start to slowly build on what we all know the Mark to be, a friendly, supportive and a fun order. 
Remember the fun times we have had in our Mark and RAM Lodges, the social events and the Mark 
Summer Fayre.  It will take time to get back to where we were but I’m sure the good times we had 
before will be back once more and hopefully sooner than we think. 
 
Take Care everyone, be careful, be cautious and I look forward to seeing you all soon in Lodge. 
 
 
Yours sincerely and fraternally 
 

Bob 
 
R.W.Bro. D. Robert Clancey 
Provincial Grand Master 
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