
Charity Web Page Introduction. 

 

 

My dictionary defines Charity as “Love of fellow men, kindness, liberality to those in need or distress; An 

Institution for helping those in need.” 

 

That’s a pretty good description of one of the fundamentals of Freemasonry. 

 

The Provincial Charity was constituted in its present form by a Trust Deed established in 1985 and 

registered with the Charity Commission. It is controlled by the Trustees and managed by the Provincial 

Charity Committee, of which every Lodge Charity Steward is a full member. The Charity pools all the 

money collected by the Charity Stewards and claims tax relief on donations under the Gift Aid Scheme 

where appropriate. 

 

This money is used to support local non Masonic Charities serving the community within the Province, as 

well as contributing to the Garand Mark Charity. Worthy causes are recommended to the Committee by the 

Lodge Charity Stewards and they collectively decide on the grants to be awarded. 

 

The Provincial Charity awards grants totalling around £18,000 to £20,000, benefitting some 10 to 12 local 

charities each year. Recipients in recent years have included the Littlefoot Trust in Scarborough, Ryedale 

Sight Support, Hull Breast Friends, Humber Rescue, Scouts, Guides and Sea Cadet units throughout the 

Province and many organisations supporting disabled and disadvantaged children and young adults. 

 

The Grand Mark Charity was founded in 1868 for the support of distressed Mark Masons and their 

dependents. Since then in addition to providing grants to individuals in need, it has grown into a major 

provider of funds for large national charities as well as funding capital projects for local institutions such as 

Hospices throughout England and Wales. It has provided fleets of ambulances for St John’s Ambulance, 

motorbikes and specialist cars for volunteer Blood Bike groups, mobile therapy units for cancer sufferers in 

rural areas as well as emergency response vehicles for the many Air Ambulance services to use when 

adverse conditions prevent the use of helicopters. The Grand Mark Charity also contributes to international 

relief efforts when disasters strike. 

 

For more information contact the Provincial Charity Steward at provcharstwd@neyorksmark.com or the 

Grand Mark Charity website: https://markmasonshall.org/charity 

 

 
 

          


