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Mark my Words 

New to the Mark Degree…. 
February edition of Mark my Words there were around 25 Brethren waiting 
to be advanced into our degree, this has now increased to 30. 
One of these Brethren, Stephen Scott, has submitted a short and interesting 
article explaining his Masonic career to date. 
“As one of the newest candidates for advancement into the Mark I have been asked 
to share my Masonic story leading up to this point. Owing to Covid, I have not been 
as busy visiting lodges as I would have liked to have been, but I suppose if we're 
looking for a silver lining, it has forced me to really research where I would like it to 
go next in my Masonic life. 
Before becoming a Mason I had relatively little idea what went on within a lodge.   
My only knowledge of it came from picking up my Dad and Grandad from their 
lodge back home on Guernsey, after they had indulged in one too many whiskeys 
after a meeting!   They were always careful to not disclose too much, in the hope 
that I too would join and enjoy the      
ceremonies. 
Having become a science teacher locally after 
attending university in York, I settled down 
and sought to find a lodge to join. Through a 
contact within the Federation of School   
Lodges I made enquiries to the Old         
Pocklingtonian Craft Lodge and was duly taken 
through the degrees. It was a treat to have my 
Dad and Grandad take an active role in my 
ceremonies, with my Dad doing all my       
obligations.  
I have since visited just 2 lodges, because soon 
after my third, the lockdowns began.  I can’t 
wait to make more masonic friends and visit 
their lodges.  
I new that I wanted to take further steps within Freemasonry, so started to canvas people for 
where to go next.   

  
My life never seems to take the next logical step but the 
Mark Degree however, seemed to fit the bill for what I 
wanted from Masonry, and with it being the “friendly    
degree” it seemed even more inviting.   I am really looking 
forward to my Advancement into the Beacon Centenary 
Mark Lodge as soon as practical. 
I am part of the Masonic Craft Beer Lover’s society         
(if anyone wants any information just ask) and through the 
group WhatsApp, I was sure that Mark suited me even 
more.  
I look forward to taking my next steps, and then seeing 
where I end up after that. It will be a pleasure to raise a 
glass with you Mark Men, and until then, it'll have to be a 
mug of tea at 3pm! 

Stephen with his Dad and Grandad 

Join in the fun with 
your fellow Mark 
Men and request to 
be a friend on the 

N E Y o r k s M a r k      
Facebook site. 
Get up to date     

information 
Provincial news 
Chit chat 
Banter 
Jokes 
Contact with Mark 

Men 
And much more... 
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2021 VIRTUAL MARK CONVOCATION 
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A virtual Mark Convocation via Zoom took 
place on 13th March due to the Covid         
Pandemic.    
The event attracted 146 brethren who were 
welcomed by the Provincial Grand Master 
R.W.Bro. David Robert (Bob) Clancey.   
 
 

Having welcomed the Brethren the Prov.PGM. confirmed the appointments of V.W.Bro Clive Copley PGJO RAMGR 
as the Deputy Provincial Grand Master and V.W.Bro. Paul David Barham PGJO, RAMGR as the Assistant Provincial 
Grand Master. 
 

The Assistant Prov. PGM read out the names of the Brethren who had passed away during the year. 
 

Deputy Grand Master R.W.Bro John H Prizeman speaking from his home in     
Hampshire addressed the Brethren and gave greetings from the Grand Master.  He 
then showed the brethren the T@3 Mug that our PGM has presented to him last 
year at Leigh on the Solent.  He noted that the new Web Site was launched at 11.00 
that morning and congratulated all those involved in it’s design.    
He broke with convention by wearing his North and East Yorks Mark tie (and his 
T@3 mug) because he is in fact an Honorary member of the Star in the East Mark 
Lodge, having attended their meeting in 2016 to present their Centenary Warrant.   
He also mentioned how pleased he was to come to Yorkshire last year and present 
V W Bro Fred Smith with his certificate for 60 years in the Mark Degree and he was 
delighted that Fred was attending the virtual meeting.  Another recent visit was 
when we hosted the Grand Master’s Lodge of Instruction when W Bro Cedric 
Thornton (Sec. of Star In The East Lodge) presented him with the N & E Mark Tie! 
He stressed the importance for using the very valuable Zoom medium to keep in 
contact with the Order and how Mark Grand Lodge was continually keeping in 
touch by using this method in their general business.   

Grand Lodge believes there will be a measured response to our normal meetings following the uplifting of the Covid 
restrictions but he was sure that Grand Lodge would meet in September, format to be decided, but probably an    
investiture meeting.  Details will follow. 
 
The Deputy Prov. Grand Master confirmed the Provincial team and Promotions for the forthcoming year, these are 
listed on the new Web site.  
One notable event was the retirement of the Provincial Director Of Ceremonies 
W. Bro. Ron Campbell (whispering Ron).   
 

The Provincial Grand Master summed up the past year: 
“What a difference a year makes, this time last year we held, what was to become, 
the last face to face Provincial Convocation to be held in England and Wales in that 
year. At last year’s meeting, only days away from a national lockdown, we all     
believed that by the end of the summer we would be back to normal and once again 
meeting each other in our lodges.  As we now know that was not to be. My    
heartfelt and sincere condolences and also that of my fellow Rulers and indeed all of 
the Province goes out to those who have suffered loss during the last year and to all 
those who have been affected in any way because of the pandemic. As mentioned in 
the Almoner’s report we will be holding a memorial service at some point in the 
future. My main concern during the year has been the welfare of all our members 
and their families, that has been at the forefront of all my decisions and why back in 
December, after looking at the rate of infection rising in many areas of the Province 
I decided to impose, with the permission of the Grand Secretary, a local suspension, one which is still in effect and will 
stay in place until safe to lift. 
I believe that all Freemasons, when this pandemic is history, can hold their heads up high and be justifiably proud of 
their contribution to the welfare of their fellow men and women. Whether that be delivering PPE equipment, food 
parcels, funding the local RMBI home, volunteering their help for the NHS and the vaccine programme or keeping in 
touch with each other by zoom, emails, WhatsApp or phone, helping to keep freemasonry alive, especially our Mark 
family. 
Like many of you I hadn’t heard of zoom a year ago but now it has become the main platform where we can hold 
Virtual Business Meetings (VBM) or social get togethers.   I urge all lodges, if they have not already done so, to make 
use of this facility provided by the province to hold VBM’s, so that administration aspects of the lodge can be dealt 
with and at social events you can all have a good night out by staying at home. It really does help the Province come 
together and have a very enjoyable evening.  
The Keystone Inn, which opens its doors on the first Friday of every month at 7pm on zoom is a prime example of 
this, over 90 logged in this month.  
Many of our members have gone that extra mile to make a difference during the year. None more so than the      
Provincial Almoner, V.W.Bro. David Jennings who you can find most days on the phone contacting our members and 
widows for a chat or offering help in one way or another. 
We continue to support our local registered charities and the Mark Benevolent Fund by the collarette donations and 

W. Bro. Ron Campbell 
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by the sale of T@3 Mugs. The MBF helping to fund St Martin House and the Yorkshire Air Ambulance 
with specially adapted vehicles, as well as financial help to several of our brethren. 
As the lodges are under suspension, which means no meetings, the Charity income has been depleted so 
I ask each lodge if they could think about ways you can raise money in a somewhat different manner so 
that we can continue to support these worthy charities in the future. One way you can make a small 
contribution is to support the East Lancashire MBF Festival by buying a festival badge for £10.  Please 
contact W.Bro Stephen Hawkes the Provincial Charity Steward who will be pleased to receive donations 
or ideas on how to swell the Charity fund. The Provincial Charity Steward will be holding a Lodge   
Charity Stewards zoom meeting at 7pm on Wednesday 24 th March and I urge all Lodge Charity     
Stewards or a Lodge representative to attend. 
 

To the Provincial Team that have just been confirmed in post for a further year, I do thank you for  
agreeing to stay in office, let’s hope that at some point soon you will be able to accompany me and my 
fellow Rulers to actual lodge meetings. Although, I do thank you all for attending Lodge VBM’s in the last 
few weeks as part of the Provincial team visit. This helps swell the numbers attending and gives us the 
opportunity to answer any questions the lodges may have. 
Congratulations to W.Bro Les Richings on the confirmation of his appointment to Provincial Grand   
Director of Ceremonies. I would like to place on record mine and the Province’s grateful thanks to the 
retiring Provincial Grand Director of Ceremonies, W.Bro Ron Campbell.  Ron thank you for all the work 
and commitment you have given to the Province and me personally over many years as an active       
Provincial officer. The team will miss you, but the Province will be quieter without you.  Congratulations 
also to W.Bro Steve Cox moving up to Deputy Provincial Grand Director of Ceremonies. Similar     
congratulations also go to W.Bro Les Race, confirmed in post as Assistant Provincial Grand Director of 
Ceremonies. I look forward to seeing how you progress in your new office.  
As the pandemic took hold, I decided that the Provincial Almoner required an Assistant so a new      
appointment of Assistant Provincial Grand Almoner, W.Bro. Paul Greenwood has been confirmed from 
today.  He is no stranger to the Almoner’s roll, as Paul has served the Province as Assistant to the    
Provincial Almoner for many years.  The appointment of an Assistant Almoner means that I couldn’t 
reappoint W.Bro Ian Sugarman as Assistant Provincial Chaplain, so Ian stands down today.  Ian thank you 
for being part of the team over the last few years and the contribution you have made. 
To those receiving a promotion to Past Grand Senior Warden this morning, the highest rank that is  
within my power to bestow, I thank you most sincerely for the work you have done in the past and 
hopefully this rank will spur you on to even greater commitment to the Mark. 
 

Receiving Grand Rank or a Promotion in Grand Rank is a very special time in a Brother’s Masonic life. 
This year was slightly tinged by the inability to travel down to London to receive the honour in person 
and for the Brethren of the Province to make a mass invasion of the capital to witness the moment. I do 
have pleasure in congratulating those brethren who received honours during the year:- 
W.Bro Jim Johnson   First Appointment to P.A.G.D.C. 
W.Bro Les Richings   First Appointment to P.A.G.D.C. 
W.Bro Andrew Lawton  First Appointment to P.G.Std.B. 
V.W.Bro. Paul Barham  Promoted to P.G.J.O. 
V.W.Bro David Jennings  Promoted to P.G.J.O. 
W.Bro Stephen Priestley  Promoted to P.G.J.D. 
All very well deserved, well done brethren. 
Another brother making history during the year was V.W.Bro Joe Robinson who was presented with his 
60 year certificate by the Grand Secretary, R.W.Bro Ryan Williams at a zoom meeting, he was also   
delighted to inform Joe that HRH Prince Michael of Kent, the Grand Master was pleased to promote Joe 
to P.G.M.O.   Congratulations Joe. 
 

With the successful vaccine programme continuing to protect more and more of the population and the 
government roadmap for the resumption of a more normal way of life in place, there is genuine optimism 
that at some point this year we will resume our Masonic meetings and once again share each other’s 
company face-to-face. Let us hope that is truly the case but do not drop the ball now, continue to be 
careful in your daily life, continue to keep in touch with each other. The communication network that 
has been set up in each individual lodge and the Provincial initiatives must continue until we are finally 
over this awful pandemic. The finishing line is within sight, brethren, do not falter now. 
 

Once meetings do resume, we have a further challenge in encouraging our members to attend the lodge. 
This I think will be a real test of how well we have weathered the pandemic storm. Please be patient and 
considerate in your approach to some of your members concerns about attending lodge meetings. 
I believe that zoom meetings will still be the norm for most of this year, so please continue to use this 
platform alongside face-to-face meetings, when allowed, so as many of our brethren are included as  
possible and continue to support those who feel unable to attend. We the Province will help in any way 
we can. 
 

Let’s all hope that the time is nearly upon us when we can fully enjoy each other’s company once more. 
To reiterate, my main concern is the welfare of all our members and their families, so please be take care 
and stay safe.                                                                                     
Thank you, Brethren.”     

R.W.Bro. David Robert Clancey. Provincial Grand Master. 

VIRTUAL CONVOCATION CONTINUED….  
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THE TRAVELLING KEYSTONE 
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The greatest number of Brethren attending the Virtual          
Convocation this year has been ‘virtually’ awarded the Travelling    
Keystone.   For the third year running the Lodge with the most 
Brethren attending was the Abbot Hugh of Selby Mark Lodge   
No 1640. 
The Lodge has its next Virtual business meeting on April 28th and  
their Lodge Installation meeting is on Wednesday, 23rd June at 
Church Hill, Selby and will be Installing Bro. Paul Hanley into the 
chair, if the restrictions allow a normal meeting. 
 
Important Note;    
Due to the Covid restrictions the Rules for the Travelling Keystone are being temporarily   
amended.  Whilst restrictions are in place and Lodges are holding their business meeting virtually it has been 
decided to allow the Travelling Keystone to ‘travel’ around the Province virtually. 
Any Lodge attending a Virtual Business Lodge meeting in the largest numbers can claim the Virtual Keystone.  
Remember that the Worshipful Master, his Warden and at least another brother (3 minimum) must attend the 
meeting, he must challenge as below and the Lodge Secretary will check the numbers challenging on the evening. 
To Claim the Keystone the “visiting” WM must, at the ‘any other business’ stage of the meeting give his greetings 
and adding the following – “I have come to claim the Travelling Keystone on behalf of ..................Lodge,                    
number..................... 
The WM will ask his Secretary the numbers of attendees who make a claim on the Travelling Keystone and the 
WM will ‘virtually’ hand over the Travelling Keystone.  
Details of the hand over and those attending should be sent to the Keystone Co-ordinator by the Lodge WM. By 
email to gordon@gdudley.com. Who will issue the Travelling Keystone Flier around the Province to inform the 
rest of the Province. 
Please join in with this bit of fun Brethren, meet up with your Mark friends and fill our virtual or normal meetings 
meetings. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

‘A 

New 

Beginning’ 

 

OUR NEW WEB SITE 
At 11.00am on Saturday 13th March 2021 our new Web site was launched.  At the  
Virtual Convocation the Prov. PGM thanked R.W.Bro Jim Skeggles the PGM of West 
Yorkshire Mark Province for allowing his Deputy V.W.Bro. Allan Oldfield to assist in 
the development of the site together with W Bro Jason Cunningham who used his   
innovative technology to create this Web site.    

Having been one of the first Provinces to have a Web site, the PGM thanks the        
organiser W Bro. Tom Spinks for his efforts and commitment over the years in keeping 
the existing web site active and informative and for the day to day work he did on the 
Web site.  W Bro. Dave Tunstall has now taken over the running of the new version of 
the web site. 
 
The site address is still www. neyorksmark.com so please have a look at this new type 
of very active site.  Don’t forget to put up the sound on your computer! 

W.Bro. William Chubb  
WM of Abbot Hugh of 

Selby 
with the Keystone 
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The virtual Lodge meetings are gaining a lot of interest around the      
Province.  This medium is excellent for all Lodge members to enable them 
to hold business meetings by Zoom and keep in touch with your friends.  
Mark Secretaries should contact Geoff Nicholson the Provincial Grand   
Secretary for full details and support.  
 
How to use Zoom… 
1. Launch the Zoom app on your computer. 
2. Now, press the Join a Meeting button from the default screen. 
3. A pop-up screen will appear that will ask you to enter the Meeting 
ID or the Personal Link Name to join in a meeting. ... 
You'll now need to press the Join button from the screen to join the 
meeting 

ANOTHER  

ZOOM MEETINGS 

The March night out in the Mark 
virtual Pub, ‘The Keystone Inn’ 
attracted a large number of 
Btrethren, some of which are 
shown in the pictures . 
A lot of banter took place      
between the Brethren and a  
highlight of the evening was a talk 
by a guest speaker, our Provincial 
Grand Master about his Rugby 
League career.  
Introduced by Paul Barham 
(bearing a Red and Yellow card 
just in case of trouble) Bob was 
’interviewed’ by Alistair Yeomans 
from Radio York. 
Alistair introduced Bob by       
outlining his career as a player 
and a coach.  His career, starting 
from school, first led to Leeds 
and then to playing for York for 
10 years covering 190 games and 
scoring 30 tries.  He explained 
how being between 13 to 15 
stone and 5’10” he used to bench 
press weights of over 24 stone. 
On leaving school he was a very 
fast Hurdler and was a North 
Yorks Hurdles Champion in the 
4x400 metres.  Having scored 20 tries as a 16 year old and being very fast he signed 
for Leeds RFC but after 18 months an injury killed his speed.   
Bob answered many questions during the evening and all those present thanked him 
for a very enlightening evening. 
Next meeting of the Keystone Inn is on April 2nd.  Details will be sent out and all 
you have to do is click on the link and you can enter the Pub and join in the fun 
with the rest of the Mark men. 

Help your Charities 
 

Use ‘smile. Amazon.com’ for 
all your purchases on line 

and Amazon will add 0.5% of 
the price to your nominated 

Charity. 
 

Funds are starting to come 
into our Provincial Charity so 

please keep up the good 

work. 


