
 

• The Newsletter for the 
Mark and Royal Ark 

Mariner Degrees 

• Features on Social 

Events 

• Chit-chat around the 

Province 

• Readers letters 

• News from Lodges 

• Members contributions 

• Jokes 

THE 

NEWSLETTER OF 

THE “FRIENDLY 

DEGREE” 

 September 2021 Volume 2 Issue 30 

Mark my Words 

50 Years A Royal Ark Mariner……... 

Join in the fun with 
your fellow Mark 
Men and request to 
be a friend on the 

N E Y o r k s M a r k      
Facebook site. 
Get up to date     

information 
Provincial news 
Chit chat 
Banter 
Jokes 
Contact with Mark 

Men 
And much more... 

Due to Covid restrictions it has not been possible to celebrate the      
achievement of our Past Deputy Prov, Grand Master Francis (Frank) George 
Woolgrove RAMGR and present him with his 50th Certificate from Grand 
Lodge. 
This situation was finalised on 21st September when The Provincial Grand 
Master together with the Deputy Provincial Grand Master and a few of Frank’s 
friends met at Frank’s home to present 
his Certificate. 
Having being congratulated by the PGM 
and presented with his Certificate Frank 
arranged for Clive to read out a few 
words on his behalf in response to       
receiving the Award: 
“Frank was advanced into the RAM     
Degree on the 16th April 1970 into York 
TI RAM Lodge, becoming its             
Commanderr in 1977, and was the lodge 
DC from 1993 to 1998 (his long list of 
Founding Lodges and Honorary Memberships are listed below)  
Provincial Grand Rank in RAM came in 1988 and in 1993 he received RAMGR.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
He famously said: “If I had to give all the orders up that I am a      
member of and just keep one, it would be the RAM degree that I  
would keep”, that was the strength of the love he has for the order.” 
 
 
 
 
 
 

        
 

RAM Lodges associated with Frank :-    
 

York TI   16/04/1970   
Howdenshire 743   10/04/2006,  (Honorary in 2010) 
Founder Member 
The Ridings IC 1452    03/05/1995,  (Honorary in 2019) 
Alexandra 893    29/10/1994,  (Honorary in 1999) 
Also Honorary Member of 
Beacon Centenary RAM   19/02/1994.         
Trinity Lodge IC    31/10/1998  

       Continued on Page 2 



 
Clive Continued: “Provincial Grand Master, Frank is extremely pleased and 
honoured to receive from you his 50-year certificate and even more so your 
jewel of merit, on this day of all days as the 21st September is his father’s 
birthday. 
Frank as we all know was a great lover of the spoken word, in fact he himself 
says that Words were his god, tragically he has been diagnosed with brain 
damage called Primary 
Progressive Aphasia, 
which means that the 
part of the brain which 
sorts thoughts into 
words, is dying and 
regrettably there is no 
turning back of this 
process,  but never-
theless, he has his 
memories of which 
today will be one.  
He is extremely grateful for his life in Freemasonry and particularly the Mark 
and Royal Ark Mariners and today also wishes to say a particular thank you to 
Fred Smith for his support, friendship and understanding over may years and 
knows that without him the role of Deputy Provincial Grand Master may well 
have alluded him. 
Provincial Grand Master, thank you and you all this morning from the bottom 
of my heart for being here today”. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
During the presentation of his 50 years Royal Ark Mariner Membership the 
Provincial Grand Master R.W. Bro Bob Clancey presented his personal Award 
of the PGM’s Distinguished Service Medal to a very surprised Frank         
Woolgrove to commemorate the many years of committed service he had 
given to the Mark and Royal Ark Mariners Degrees. 
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Prov. Grand Master’s 
Distinguished Service Medal 

Friends of Frank attending the presentations on the day 



MARK FLY FISHING 
Barry Richardson the organiser of the Mark Fly Fishing day has this to report on the latest    
fishing trip to Wansford Fishery: 
“Following on from our first successful trip to West Tanfied,  WBro. Dennis Powell suggested 
that we try Wansford Fishery near Driffield.  What an excellent choice! The venue was        
absolutely perfect.  
When I arranged the day with the owner, Kevin, I explained that we were a group of Mark     
Masons and that we made money for charity from the bacon  sandwiches.   Kevin kindly agreed 
to give us half our permit fee back towards the Charity!           
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Page 3 Mark my Words 

   THE SUNDAY LUNCHES ARE BACK!! 
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Annual Mark Northern Lunch 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Is to take place on 26th September at 
12.00 for 12.30 at Stokesley Masonic 
Hall West Green TS9 5BD. 
 
 
 
 
 
A full report will be in the next      
ed i t ion of  Mark my Words        
Newsletter  
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Annual Mark Southern Lunch 
17th October 2021 

The Masonic Hall, Beverley Road Hull  
12.30pm for 1.00pm  

Melon and Raspberry with a coulis 
 or Soup of the Day  

Carvery Three meat carvery, Roast Beef, Honey 
Roast Gammon and Turkey With seasonal vegeta-

bles, etc.  
Vegetarian option Mushroom and Brie Trellis 

Choice of assorted sweets  
Freshly brewed coffee or tea  

Dress is smart casual, Jacket and Tie  
 
.Name………………………………………………
………………………. 
Lodge…………………………………… (Please 
Print)  
Tickets at £15.00 per adult ………….. and at 
£7.50 per Child………….. Total £ 
…………………  
 
Cheques should be made payable to “Provincial 
Mark Social Committee” and sent with this form 
to Paul Greenwood 17 Hollym Road Withernsea 
HU19 2PL Tel; 07759 873913 Raffle  
Prizes appreciated.  
 Bring your family or friends, non-masons are wel-

       Continued on Page 4 



The day had a slightly different theme 
from the previous trip. This was due to 
the fact that W Bro. Wilf Elliott kindly 
donating a bottle of single malt whisky 
for the first fish landed. The plan was 
that when WBro. Jeff Thomas had     
finished cooking, tidying up and started 
fishing I would blow a whistle and the 
competition would begin.  
Now, the odds were starting to look 
good in my favour. The Ass.Prov.GM had 
a little fall and unfortunately couldn’t  
attend. It was said by one of the         
fishermen that he drops down the ladder 
quicker than Leeds United. (Now if only I could remember who said it, Paul).  
WBro. Peter Shawcross ably assisted by his wife Helen and young son Issac arrived slightly 
late due to business commitments and said “just get started, I won’t win” We did start  
fishing but waited for Peter. Within ten minutes I had two fish in the net. Now, I don’t 
think that I can be criticised for thinking that I had the whisky in the bag. The fact that it 
was beside my lunch on the dining room table sixty miles away seemed pretty  irrelevant at 
this point!   
Peter arrived at the lake and started fishing. I blew the whistle and didn’t catch another fish 
for two hours. Peter on the other hand had a few casts, caught a fish and won the whisky! 
Well done Peter.  Now I had a problem. I’m an hour and a half away from the prize. A 
quick phone call to WBro. Wilf and another bottle was on its way! 
It turned out to be a fantastic day with everyone catching fish.  We had two newcomers to 
the sport, W Bro. Danny Betts and his friend Terry Stromberg.  They both enjoyed the 
day, catching fish on the first outing is always a bonus.  The fish stopped biting due to the 
day warming up, well that’s my excuse.  One lucky 
brother caught fourteen, I put it down to luck but 
W.Bro. Jeff disagreed. Seriously, well done Jeff.  
As with all things when you are enjoying yourself time 
flies and it was time for W Bro. Wilf to make the 
presentation.  W Bro. Peter was very honest when he 
said it was a good job his wife wasn’t fishing as she’s a 
lot better than him.  Hopefully they will be joining us 
on the next trip.   
As an added bonus W Bro. Wilf gave everyone a     
bottle of spirits to ensure no-one went home empty 
handed!   A very kind gesture. 
After a fantastic day fishing it was a nice surprise to 
learn that we had raised £93 for the Prov. GM’s     
Discretionary fund. This included £32 given back by 
Kevin towards our charity. Plus it was a really nice 
surprise when Clive, the bailiff, donated another £7 to 
make the total up to £100. After making £61 on   
sandwiches and drinks, WBro. Jeff Thomas donated 
another £30 to make a total of £130.  Thank you all for your generosity. 
We have decided to have one more day this year on November 20th.   It will be a return 
visit to Wansford fishery. Kevin has given us the same deal; half the permit money to    
Charity.   We welcome all Mark men, friends and wives, sorry Peter, to join us. 
Remember the three F’s, fishing, fun and fraternity. 
Tight lines everyone”.                                                              W Bro. Barry Richardson 
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 MARK FLY FISHING CONTINUED... 
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We’re Back! 
The Mark Provincial Golf Tournament was held on 14th September 2021 at the Oaks Golf 
Club and we got drenched! 
I would like to thank the 23 who took part and supported the Provincial Grand Master in 
difficult conditions but nevertheless it was an enjoyable day and good to be back together 
once again. 
I would like to thank the Green  
Keeper and his staff for preparing the 
course and making it playable 
in such wet conditions. I would also 
like to thank the bar staff and caterers 
for the lovely meal we enjoyed     
together at the end of the day. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

I am very grateful to all who donated raffle prizes and Wilf Elliott for providing the first prize. 
The raffle raised £140 and will be placed in the Worshipful Master Discretionary Fund 
To all of you who took part, thank you.                                                       Neil Woodward 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Provincial Golf Tournament The Oaks Golf Club 14 September  
2021 Winners  

John Owen Place Salver - Best Overall Individual. Dave Tunstall, Sykes  
Grand Warden's Bowl - Best score Division 1.  Steve Buffoni, Victory  
Stuart Trout Bowl - runner up Division 1.  Chris Nicholson, Alverton  
F Woolgrove Bowl - Best score Division 2 .  John Wilson, Brough  
Strenstall Cup - runner up Division 2.   David Knowles, Sykes  
Harry Thompson Cup - Best Team;  Bob Clancey York TI. Ken Lawn 
Alastair Sherry. Paul James.  
Longest Drive.   Dave Tunstall, Sykes  
Nearest the Pin,   Alastair Sherry, York TI  
George Cooper Shield - Best score by a non-Mark man Mark Haugh  
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PROVINCIAL GOLF TOURNAMENT  
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Harry Thompson Cup - Best Team 
York TI 

  Bob Clancey York TI  
  Ken Lawn    
  Alastair Sherry    
  Paul James  

Winner of The John Owen Place 
Salver (Best overall Individual) 

and 
Winner of the Longest Drive 

Dave Tunstall 
Sykes Mark Lodge 

Stuart Trout Bowl 
Runner up Div. 1 
Chris Nicholson 

Alverton 

Winner of the 
Grand Wardens Bowl 

(Best score Div. 1) 
Steve Buffoni 

Nearest The Pin 
Alastair Sherry 

Mark Haugh 
Welcome to the Friendly Degree 
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 CONNOUGHT COURT (FROM OUR FACEBOOK SITE) 
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Grants, from the Mark Master Masons of North and East Yorkshire, wholly 
funded by its charity, the Mark Benevolent Fund, are being distributed 
throughout North & East Yorkshire to Hospices put forward by our Mark 
Brethren. 
The donation, which is part of a Major Capital Grant of £1.3m to over 250 
hospices in England, Wales, Channel Islands and Isle of Man, recognises the 
contribution made by HRH The Prince Philip, Duke of Edinburgh to the      
service of the Crown and the life of the nation. 
N&E Yorkshire have received grants to the value of £33,000 which have 
been distributed to the following hospices. 
Teesside Hospice £2000 - 26th August 
Martin House Wetherby £1000, - 31st August 
St Leonards Hospice, York £5000 - 2nd September 
Zoe’s Place Baby Hospice Middlesbrough £3000 – 13th September 
St Catherines Hospice Scarborough £11,000 – 17th September 
Herriot Homecare Thirsk £1000 – 1st October  
Dove House Hull £10,000 – 5th October 
 
Zoe’s Place Baby Hospice 
The Deputy Provincial Grand Master cut short his holiday to make a presentation to ‘Zoe’s 
Place Children’s Hospice along with our Provincial Grand Charity Steward, W. Bro Stephen 
Hawkes. 
The Deputy PGM said that it was all worthwhile as on the day he and Stephen were informed 
that Zoe’s Place is unique, being the only baby specific hospice in the U.K.  
It was clear that the staff believe every child should be afforded the right to live their life to 
the maximum potential, and the aim of the hospice is to provide the best care and support to 
families with children aged from birth to 6 years, suffering from a life-limiting or                   
life-threatening illness. The care Zoe’s Place offer is provided in a safe home from home    
environment by a specialist team of Nurses.’ 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
During a typical day, Zoe’s Place offer specialist services and care such as, a state of the art 
sensory and playroom, therapy spa bath, specialised transport for days out, one to one care 
plans, art, music and play therapy, as well as physiotherapy and a beautiful garden area which 
hosts a playground, gingerbread house, and quiet spots, for children to enjoy some solitude 
and to relax amongst the hospice’s beautiful surroundings. 
Each year, the financial requirements of the Hospice increase and currently they need 
£1,100,000 per annum to operate, of which they need to raise £830,000 from the Hospices 
supporters.  
Zoe’s Place were extremely thankful to our Members in the Mark for putting their Hospice 
forward and hope that Freemasonry in general, but Mark Master Masons in particular, are able 
to continue our support as they move forward, endeavouring to improve their facilities and 
help even more families. 
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MBF.  WHERE THE HOSPICE MONEY IS GOING  
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GRAND PROMOTIONS RECEIVED 
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CHARITY NEWS (FROM OUR FACEBOOK SITE)  
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V.W. Bro Clive Copley, Deputy PGM together with W. Bro Stephen Hawkes,      
Provincial Grand Charity Steward had the great pleasure of presenting Patricia 
Boynton, Fundraiser at Teesside Hospice with a cheque for £2000 from the Provincial 
Charities. 
Following the Award Patricia sent 
the following letter…. 
“Thank you for visiting the hospice 
with Stephen yesterday. It was a 
pleasure to meet you both and    
discuss both the work of the hospice 
and also the Mark Master Masons. I 
was just disappointed that due to 
current restrictions I was unable to 
show you the full hospice, but   
hopefully when restrictions are lifted 
you can make another visit. 
On behalf of Teesside Hospice thank you for the generous grant of £2000 which will 
be put to immediate use, ensuring that we continue to provide vital services to    
people living with life limiting illnesses and support to their loved ones. Your        
continued support is much appreciated and makes a huge different to the hospice. 
Please pass on our thanks to the Mark Master Masons of North and East Yorkshire 
and  the Mark Benevolent Fund who have been involved in making this donation   
possible, which is even more remarkable in view of the pandemic and its impact on 
your own fundraising. This makes the grant even more special and without support 
such as yours the hospice would be unable to continue with the vital work it does.  
Thank you for visiting the hospice yesterday. It was a pleasure to meet you and really 
appreciate how far you travelled to make the meeting possible. 
Please pass on my thanks to everyone who has been involved in making this grant 
possible”.  
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PROVINCIAL CHARITY FUNDING 
A note from the Provincial Grand Charity Steward W.Bro. Stephen Hawkes:- 
 
“As mentioned in the article earlier in this Newsletter the Mark Benevolent Fund 
has donated £33,000 to hospices in our Province as part of its £1.3 million grant 
to hospices throughout England & Wales in commemoration of HRH The Duke 
of Edinburgh - more details of these awards will follow, however, in addition to 
the support it gives to distressed Mark Masons in the Province through the    
efforts of our Provincial  Almoner the MBF  could potentially do a lot more for 
our community.  
The MBF can provide significant grants towards the cost of capital projects to any 
charitable institution and I don't believe we are taking full advantage of the       
opportunities that this presents. If you are aware of any eligible institution     
looking to raise funds for a major project that might like to apply for a grant 
please let the Provincial Charity Steward know so we don't risk missing out. 
 
Meanwhile if you are thinking of buying anything from Amazon remember to do it 
through Amazon Smile. Amazon will donate 0.5% of the cost of eligible purchases 
to our Provincial Charity. In the first 6 months since we joined this scheme the 
Charity has received over £77 from Amazon thanks to the 50 Mark Men (or 
their friends and families) doing something they were going to do anyway, at no 
cost to them. Just register with smile.amazon.co.uk and choose North & East 
Yorkshire Mark Benevolent Fund as your chosen charity. 
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Help your Charities 
 

Use ‘smile. Amazon.com’ for all 
your purchases on line and Ama-
zon will add 0.5% of the price to 

your nominated Charity. 
 

Funds are starting to come into 
our Provincial Charity so please 

keep up the good work. 

From Our Facebook Site……. 

The quarterly AmazonSmile 
donation notification.  
Our chosen charity, The North 
And East Yorkshire Mark   
Benevolent Fund, recently 
received a quarterly donation 
of £48.44 from AmazonSmile, 
thanks to customers shopping 
at smile.amazon.co.uk or with 
AmazonSmile turned ON in 
the app. This amount includes 
any additional donations    
generated as a result of the 
2021 Prime Day promotion. 
 
To date, Amazon has         
d o n a t e d  a  t o t a l  o f : 
£77.09 to The North And East 
Yorkshire Mark Benevolent 
Fund 
 
Thank you for supporting The 
North And East Yorkshire 
Mark Benevolent Fund at no 
extra cost to you, by shopping 
at AmazonSmile.  

On 2nd September the Deputy Provincial Grand Master and the Provincial Grand 
Charity Steward  made a presentation to St Leonards Hospice, York, continuing 
the distribution of the MBF Hospice Grants to 7 Hospice facilities in North and 
East Yorkshire. 

Another Hospice Grant Presentation 


