
 

• The Newsletter for the 
Mark and Royal Ark 

Mariner Degrees 

• Features on Social 

Events 

• Chit-chat around the 

Province 

• Readers letters 

• News from Lodges 

• Members contributions 

• Jokes 

THE 

NEWSLETTER OF 

THE “FRIENDLY 

DEGREE” 

 February 2021 Volume 2 Issue 24 

Mark my Words 

Introduce the Mark…. 
Around 25 Brethren are at present waiting to be advanced into our degree 
and hopefully Mark Secretaries are sending them copies of this Newsletter.  If 
you know of a Brother who would like to receive it please forward a copy to 
them.    Paul Barham, the Assistant PGM is very happy to invite any of the 
new brethren to the NEYorksMark Facebook Web site and also to the 
‘Keystone inn’ held by Zoom on the 
first Friday of every month. 
 
The Mark Degree is open to all   
Master Masons.  The Order is     
generally perceived to have a relaxed 
ceremony and there is no doubt that 
‘amongst Mark Master Masons you 
will ever find friends’.   
The ceremony of admission is called 
“advancement”. The legend of the 
degree is most  instructive, is well 
founded on statements of Holy Writ 
and related to a period in the    
building of the Temple prior to the 
death of Hiram. 
It teaches us the lesson that         
education is the reward for labour 
and contains a dramatic message. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
The symbol of the degree is the  Keystone, on 
which are engraved certain mystic letters, the 
meaning of which is revealed during the ceremony. 
The Mark Degree assists young and old brethren 
alike to gain experience in Freemasonry, and thus 
make their mark, without having been installed in 
the Craft Chair. 

  
Welcome to the ‘friendly Degree’. 
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‘T&3 

Please 

Take 

Part’ 

Taking a 3 o’clock toast and phoning a brother (or widow) each Monday afternoon is 
back Brethren.  A new issue of the cups emblazoned with the emblem and the Mark 
Logo was recently purchased by the Assistant PGM Paul Barham. 
The brethren taking part post their pictures on the Facebook site for the NEYorks    
Masons.  Here are a few of those brethren taking part…. 

 

 

‘For 

Children 

And 

Young 

People’ 

 

MBF MINIBUS HAS ARRIVED 
Last year a grant of £39,957 was made by the Mark Benevolent Fund to provide 
a specially adapted minibus for Martin House Hospice, a charity based at    
Boston Spa which provides hospice care for children and young people across 
West, North and East Yorkshire. 

The minibus has now been delivered and fitted 
out for its purpose, which will enable the hospice 
to take the children and young people, many  
with life-limiting conditions, on special trips and    
outings. 
A formal handover will be made jointly by both 
North and East and West Yorkshire Provinces 
when conditions allow. In the meantime the minibus will do a great deal to enhance 
the facilities of the hospice and support the excellent work it does in the community.  
 
Yet another MBF Grant going to a well deserved Charity. 
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On July 3rd East Lancashire Mark Province are completing their 2021 Mark Benevolent Fund Festival.  
Our Provincial Grand Master is planning to attend the Festival with a large contingent of Mark men and 
their partners from our Province, together with many of his friends from his Mark Rugby Lodge in  
Rochdale (he is a Past Master).  , 
The East Lancashire Mark Province have now issued their Festival Badge as 
shown below, which is on sale at a cost of £10 each.  Proceeds go to the 
MBF Festival funds.   
The funds for the Festival have obviously suffered due to the Pandemic 
and obviously need all the support they can get, so if you feel that you can 
support our MBF Charity by buying one of their Festival Badges a limited 
number are still available. 
Please send just £10 to the Mark Provincial Charity Steward and request a 
badge to show your support. 
Cheques payable to “Provincial Grand Lodge of MMMs Benevolent Fund”. 
Stephen Hawkes 
Glebe House, Seaton Road, Bewholme, Driffield, YO25 8EB 
 
  

During 2020 the Mark Benevolent Fund gave support to the following; 
  £166,170  Back to our Provinces 
  £355,585  Supporting those with disabilities 
  £78.548  Hospice Movement 
  £137,473  Secondary Emergency Services 
  £89, 144  Youth Sector 
  £36,554  Other Services 
26% of funds went to Masonic Initiatives and 74% of funds went to Non-Masonic Charities. 
Some of the details: 
Thousands of meals have been provided to the elderly and vulnerable.  Foodbanks were replenished, 
PPE provided and communications equipment was sent to Care Homes and Hospices.  
£32,739 for a minibus to assist the elderly suffering with Dementia, Alzheimer's and other disabilities. 
£23,541 for a modern digital communications system needed for operations across Northumberland and 
the North East for the Northumbria Blood Bikes. 
£42,050 for a fully equipped bike also to be used by three a-Air Ambulance critical care paramedics in 
the Dorset area to help reduce deaths caused by motorcycle accidents. 
The figure includes £13,500 made in emergency grants. These grants provide immediate assistance whilst 
the Petitions Committee waits for further information to assist in making fully informed decisions.  Many 
Mark Master Masons, their dependants, other family members and friends have ultimately benefitted 
from much needed relief and peace of mind that these grants have provided.  

MARK BENEVOLENT FUND  
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‘Worthy 
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‘Local 

Charities’ 

MARK NEWS 
Succession is important in any organisation and equally so in our Mark Province.   
The Executive Officers in the Province cover numerous skills and the present incumbents 
are very proficient in their office but our Provincial Grand Master is very aware of the     
importance of succession. 
If you feel that you would like offer your services in the future at a higher executive level 
then please let the Provincial Grand Secretary W. Bro. Geoff Nicholson know on          
geoffnich49@gmail.com    
The introduction of Zoom into our Masonic life has raised the profile of personnel who    
are I.T. proficient.  If you feel you can offer the Province this experience and help in this   
service please contact  Geoff Nicholson.    
A new main Mark Web Site is being designed to make information easy accessible and more 
informative for all the Mark Brethren, or visitors accessing our site.  The design and layout 
are in the first stages but are looking very promising indeed. 
 
 

MARK PROVINCIAL CHARITY 
The Mark Provincial Charity Committee at their latest meeting agreed grants totalling £5,500 to local 
non masonic charities, but some concern was expressed about our ability to maintain this level of 
support next year in view of the uncertainty over the Charity income. 
Charities in our 5 year support programme    One-off grants 
 Northdale Horticulture     £1000      The Dales School, Malton, Minibus appeal    £500 
 Humber Rescue                   £1000          Scarborough & Ryedale Mountain Rescue    £500 
 Carers Together                   £1000          The Hull Samaritans                                   £500 
 Yorkshire Girl Guides           £1000 
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Brethren. 
Editorial or correspondence 

will be most welcome 

Mark my Words 

And finally...... Mark my Words 

Editor 
G. J. Dudley 

3 Bry Hills 
Seamer 

Scarborough 
North Yorkshire 

YO12 4QQ 

Phone: 01723 863374 
E-mail: gordon@gdudley.com 

 

A fantastic turnout of Mark Men      
attended the Beverlac Virtual Business 
Meeting on Zoom 16th February with 15      
Provincial Grand Lodge officers in    
attendance.. 
 
The option of meeting your Lodge  
members by Zoom is available to all 
Lodges, Contact the Provincial Grand 
Secretary to get the relevant details. 
Meet up with your friends again!!! 
 
Humber and Middlesbrough Mark 
Lodges have held their VB Meeting, and 
on 2nd March St Cuthbert’’s No 743 
will hold theirs, on 10th March Star in 
the East Mark Lodge No. 95 will 
complete this set of meetings. 

 

KEEP SMILING…. 

THE FIRST VIRTUAL PROVINCIAL TEAM VISIT 

Brethren don’t forget to use Amazon Smile for all your on line purchases for our Mark Charity 

The BROUGH Mark Lodge No 1170 Virtual Business meeting on 9th February 2021 made history 
for our Province by being the first virtual Provincial Team visit. 
13 may be unlucky for some, but not for the Deputy Provincial Grand Master, V. W. Bro Clive     
Copley, with 2 late apologies, 13 active Provincial Officers of the year in the persons of W. Bro’s  
Peter Nesbitt, Trevor Black, Steve Bisby, John White, Maurice Hatton, Geoff Nicholson, Ron      
Campbell, David Jennings, Duncan Kilbride, Steve Cox, Tim Harris, Bob Newman and Ray Clark all 
made history when they joined him 
for this first ever virtual Provincial 
Team visit.       
Special thanks go to the lodge     
Worshipful Master, W. Bro Michael 
Cheeseman and Lodge Secretary,    
W. Bro John Wilson, for their warm 
welcome and arranging the meeting 
under the guidance of W. Bro Geoff 
Nicholson Provincial Grand Secretary. 
A good night was had by all. 
Thanks also go to W. Bro Steve Cox 
Assistant Provincial Grand DC and 
(soon to be Deputy DC) for the 
screen shot photograph. 

Attendees at the Brough VB Meeting 


