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Mark my Words 

The Keystone Inn opens…... 
Brethren how do you all fancy a night out ? In ?? 
A social gathering, time to unwind, casual dress and drinks with your 
friends. The Mark Province of North and East Yorkshire are holding a 
casual Virtual night on the first Friday of each Month starting on     
February 5th at 7.00 till 8.00pm. Hosted by one of our Rulers. 
 

Just drop in like your local pub, stay for ten 
mins if you like, it would be great to see you 
all.  There will be entertainment . 
The Assistant Prov G.M. Paul Barham has 
asked the brethren on the NEYorks Mark 
Facebook site for comments and ideas 
which have been met with a lot of interest 
and  enthusiasm.  The “Pub” is to be called 
the Keystone Inn and can be visited by    
attending the Zoom meeting at the          
appropriate time. Information on Zoom is        
detailed on page 4 of this newsletter… 
Come and join us Brethren at the Grand 
Opening of our Keystone Inn, where Brian Gent will amaze us and 

share his worldly wisdom into the 
world of  WINE.    
Should be fun. 

THE 

NEWSLETTER OF 

THE “FRIENDLY 

DEGREE” 

Join in the fun with 
your fellow Mark 
Men and request to 
be a friend on the 

N E Y o r k s M a r k      
Facebook site. 
Get up to date     
information 
Provincial news 
Chit chat 
Banter 
Jokes 
Contact with Mark 
Men 
And much more... 



 

Page 2 Mark my Words 

OUR MARK CHARITY 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

‘Our 

Charity 

Will 

Benefit’ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

‘It’s 

Free!!’ 

 

 

 

 

 

Attention to all of you that shop on Amazon. 

 

Our Rulers are delighted to announce that, with immediate effect the North and 

East Yorkshire Mark Benevolent Fund has teamed up with Amazon. 

By teaming up our Mark Charity will benefit from any purchases made on      

Amazon by 0.5% of the purchase price. 

All you need to do is switch to the Amazon Smile page on smile. Amazon.com and 

register your support for our Charity. 

It is as simple as that and it is FREE. 

When you spend £100 our Charity benefits by 50p at no cost to you.  Amazon 

have already donated £5 million pounds to Charity in this way 

Tell your friends and family…. It is FREE!! 

 

Here are some more details: 

 

Amazon Smile is a website operated 

by Amazon. It features the all same 

items, prices and benefits at the same 

prices as the sister Amazon site with 

one distinct difference, when you shop 

on Amazon Smile, the Amazon 

Smile Foundation will donate 0.5% of 

the cost of all eligible products to your 

chosen charity.   

 

AmazonSmile can be a bit confusing for first-time users. Here are some things to      

remember. 

The Internet address is smile.amazon.com. But the company uses the term              

‘Amazon Smile’ in its explanatory information. 

 

If you already have an Amazon account, when you click on smile.amazon.com, 

you will be asked to sign in. If you don't have an account, you will need to set 

one up. (It doesn't cost anything to set up an Amazon account). 

Once signed into smile.amazon.com, you will be prompted to pick a charity. You 

can choose your Charity.  The Mark Charity is entitled ‘’The North And East 

Yorkshire Mark Benevolent Fund’ 

 

You must remember to go to smile.amazon.com each time you shop for all of 

this Charity giving to work.   So, consider bookmarking the site. 

This small donation by all of us could escalate into a considerable sum for our 

Charity. 
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All followers of the Facebook site 
‘NEYorksMark’ will have heard the news that 
our Provincial Grand Master has re-started the 
T @ 3 event once again every Monday       
afternoon. 
Friends of the Facebook Site submit their  
photos to show their support and keep in 
touch with their fellow Mark Men. 
300 of our Brethren have now joined the 
Mark Facebook site which enables         
Provincial information, news; contact and   
banter to be fed through to all of the Mark Brethren from our Rulers and other 
Mark members much faster than this Newsletter.  The information and news can 
reach you very quickly.  It is full of banter and certainly helps Mark Brethren to keep 
in touch during these testing times.   There is ample room on the site for all of our  
Mark men to Join in. 
To join in the fun with your Mark Brethren you need to sign up to facebook.  The first step is to 
sign up and get a new Facebook account.  Go to www.facebook.com on any web browser, select 
Create New Account, and fill out the form. You should give your first and last name along with your 
email address. Select Sign Up at the bottom when you're done. 
There are privacy areas on the site to keep your personal information private and nobody can ac-
cess your site unless they ask you to be their ‘friend’ and you approve it.   This is also the way you 
will access your Mark site.  Just access the NEYorksMark site and request to be their friend and 
your request will then be granted by one of the Administrators.  Off you go….enjoy!!! 

T @ 3  
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FACEBOOK BANTER 

The following are examples of the banter taking place on our Facebook site…... 

Don thinking of buying the first 
round for us all at the        
Keystone Inn? 
 
I was just wondering if I could 
pass this old ten bob note that I 
got from Dave Tunstall for a 
new tenner. After all I got it in 
his lodge  
 
Just for ongoing. The new ten 
pound note has Jane Austin on 
it because she was paid ten 
pound for her first novel. 
(that's what she told me when I 
sat next to her at skool 

It looks like Skegness to me! 
 
I thought it was Hessle foreshore 
 
Can’t wait to get back to Brid. 
 
It didn’t look like that at the RAM Assembly.  I think 

the tide must have gone out 



 

Q. What are the duties of the Lodge Charity Steward? 
 
A.  Lodge Charity Stewards act as agents for the Provincial Charity. All the money they raise belongs to the 
Provincial Charity and therefore they are required to comply with all the rules and regulations of the Charity 
Commission and HMRC that apply to the Provincial Charity. 
Charity Stewards must ensure all donations are deposited in a separate, secure bank account namely the 
Lodge Charity Account. They must not go into any other Lodge account or any personal bank account. 
They must keep accurate records of all monies received and payments made so that a proper audit trail exists. 
Records relating to Gift Aid donations must be kept for at least 6 years and as all donations made by        
individuals can be accumulated towards Grand Mark Benevolent Fund patronage qualifications a permanent 
record must be kept so that entitlement can be established. 
At the end of each financial year the Lodge Charity Steward must remit the monies collected to the Provincial 
Charity by means of the Annual Return. Although a minimum balance in the Lodge Charity Account is      
necessary to keep it open, it must not be allowed to grow over the years. 
All Lodge Charity Stewards are members of the Provincial Charity Committee, which manages the Provincial 
Charity on behalf of the Charity Trustees. They represent their Lodges and put forward proposals for grants 
to the eligible Charities that their Lodges wish to support. Collectively they decide which of these proposals 
should receive grants from the Provincial Charity. 
They should promote the Charitable objectives of the Order to all members of their Lodges. 
 
Q. What is the Lodge Charity Account? 
A. The Lodge Charity Steward needs a separate, secure account in which monies raised or donated can be 
deposited, pending remittance to the Provincial Charity. 
The Lodge Charity Account forms an essential and straight forward part of the audit trail of the Provincial 
Charity. 
Monies collected for Charity by the Charity Steward belong to the Provincial Charity and must be kept     
separate from any other funds the Lodge may have. 
Individual Gift Aid donations by regular standing order payments can only be made into the Lodge Charity 
Account. This is by far the most cost effective way of making charitable donations. 
The Lodge Charity Account should have a minimum of two authorised signatories for its management.    
However it is strongly recommended that there are more than the minimum number of authorised          
signatories on the bank mandate so that should anything happen to one of them the account can still be     
operated without problems. 
The Lodge may resolve that the Charity Steward is authorised to conduct on-line banking. 
As with all Lodge Accounts, the Charity Account is subject to audit by the appointed Lodge audit committee 
or accounts examiners, but the privacy of individuals must be respected. 
Whenever a raffle or general collection of money is held, the destination of the proceeds must be made clear 
before the event takes place so that everyone is clear where their money is going. 
 
Some other Charity News……. 
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MARK CHARITY NEWS & FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS…. 
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The photo shows the Provincial Grand Master and Rose with Darren Coleman of the Mark   
Benevolent Fund, Les Race Alverton Mark Lodge Charity Steward and staff of Teesside Hospice 

at the handover of two special beds sponsored by Alverton Mark Lodge and funded by the MBF.  
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And finally……... Mark my Words 

HELP TO HOUSING 
. 

Mark my Words 

Brethren. 
Editorial or correspondence 

will be most welcome 

Editor 
G. J. Dudley 

3 Bry Hills 
Seamer 

Scarborough 
North Yorkshire 

YO12 4QQ 

Phone: 01723 863374 
or 07795 244383 

E-mail: gordon@gdudley.com 

During this lockdown, we unhealthy or aged folk 
can do little to physically help others but we can 
use what brains we have to improve the future. 
Brethren, I am asking for help. I am leading a very 
small team who have been asked to contribute 
to a national study, focusing on keeping patients 
out of hospital as much as possible by improving 
homes. 
About twenty years ago the building regulations 
ensured that all new developments provided easy 
wheelchair access, ground floor toilets, power 
points and light switches were in easy reach for 
wheelchair users etc. But there is much more to be done. 
Being shut in when the weather is bad soon brings the walls in on one. Most of us are 
telephoning friends and neighbours and we need to continue that but if there was a 
sheltered (from weather) area, close to the home. Where one could go and exercise 
or just meet others in some comfort, how much better would that be? I have many 
ideas on bringing the outside in and I would be very interested in hearing what you 
think. 
Please open your minds, think outside the box and try to consider patients with phys-
ical, mental and special needs and what would benefit them both in and outside their 
homes. 
Brian Rigby PAGSwdB.  Phone  01642 497247,  email  brianrigby10@yahoo.co.uk. 
Board member of NESCHA (North East Social Care and Health Advisors) 

ZOOM ACCESS. 
A Zoom account is not required if you are strictly joining Zoom Meetings as a participant. If someone 
invites you to their meeting, you can join as a     participant without creating an account.  
A Zoom account is only required if you need to create your own meetings and send invitations to 
participants  
The Provincial Grand Secretary Geoff Nicholson has sent out invitations to all the Mark Brethren 
through the Mark Lodge Secretaries to attend the first virtual night out at the Keystone Inn as report-
ed on the front page of this Newsletter. 
Simply click onto the link he has supplied and enjoy the fun with your friends. 
 
This method of keeping all our Mark Men involved is now being rolled out in some Lodges for Mark 
Lodge Meetings which are working very well.  Please try out this link to get accustomed to using 
Zoom.  In these strange times it can keep you involved with your fellow Mark Men. 

Do you have any used or new Masonic Regalia to     
donate for Re-sale? 
In 2019 a decision was taken to look at a new         
initiative to facilitate extra income to boost the     
Provincial Grand Masters Discretionary Fund by    
accepting any New or Used masonic  regalia from the 
Brethren that may be of such condition that it may be 
resold. 
There is a Regalia section on the Provincial website with Photos of used   
Regalia that has been donated thus far, as you will see there are numerous 
items from various orders / degrees, all we ask is that it is of suitable quality 
for re-sale. 
if you require any of the Items or if you have any Regalia that you wish            
to donate, please contact theProvincial Assistant Grand Secretary - W Bro 
Duncan R Kilbride on provasstsec@neyorksmark.com 

PROV.GM DISCRETIONARY FUND 


