
What is Christmas? 

To many these days Christmas is shortened to Xmas and constitutes a period of partying. 

To be more precise it means eating far too much rich food, for which too much money has 

been spent. On something else one can usually say far too much has been spent is the huge 

quantity of alcohol consumed. 

 

Now, for the family man that excessive spending also applies. 

The kids no longer are happy with a threepenny joey and an orange! 

How much is now spent upon toys, which probably are played with once then broken or no 

longer wanted? 

How much is spent upon gifts for all the family of all ages? How often are these gifts, 

although carefully chosen, not what the recipient wanted. Nor does your spending power 

match up to their expectations, 

So you are likely to be the brunt of those family rows that so often occur at this time. 

 

What should Christmas really be? CHRISTmas should be a time when we celebrate the birth 

of Jesus. 

Advent the period of preparing for this occasion is when our plans for services of prayer, 

carols and thanksgiving take place. A time when the family may unite for this purpose, 

without going into excess with our personal demands. Christmas is a period of making  the 

life of those less fortunate than ourselves a little better off. In other words charity. 

 

The word charity leads me to what does Christmas mean for Masons? 

In times of normality the Lodges meeting during the Advent period usually means, opening 

and closing quickly and a meal with our wives and partners. 

I recollect the long line of “Christmas dinners” along with some carols. Unfortunately today 

after a token one or to carols, it seems that we split into two groups very quickly; those who 

live within walking distance or are staying overnight, and, those who have to drive home. 

The former can live up to having a Merry Christmas, and the latter count that as another night 

of abstinence and meditation. 

 

This year is different, the meetings will not split up because they will not be getting together. 

With Covid 19 still prevalent I hope Freemasons will give great thought about holding or 

attending big parties. Nine months of confinement is enough. We surely do not want it to last 

another nine months or more. Neither do we want to lose more friends unnecessarily. 

I miss the lodge meetings and I’m sure you do too. 

Why not spend the time you take organising these festive period parties (Note as a man of 

faith I do not call them Christmas parties) by giving your masonic friends a call or an e-mail. 

See how they are coping and what you can do to help. 

 

May I be so bold as to say, if you have a bit more time, spend it thinking about Him whose 

name you use at this time, and try and follow His example as to how we conduct ourselves 

each and every day throughout our life. 

 

I wish you all a Peaceful and Joyous Christmas, trusting that we will be back together as a 

Mark Master Masonry family, in the not too distant future and that is a time for all of us to 

celebrate. Celebrate we will and smiles will return to all our faces. I go for my Covid jab 

tomorrow so there is light at the end of the tunnel 

 

Maurice  Prov.G. Chaplain 


