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Mark my Words 

Royal Ark Mariner Promotions……. 
The following Brethren are to receive Promotions at the 2020 meetings of the 
Mark sister Degree… 
 

Receiving Royal Ark Mariner GRAND RANK in December; 
 
   Ron Campbell    Scarborough RAM  No. 95   
   Peter Saxton      Howdenshire RAM No. 743. 
 
  

Receiving Royal Ark Mariner PROVINCIAL GRAND RANK in 
 November; 
  Jonathan Smith   Minerva RAM 12TI 
  Gordon Turner  Middlesbrough RAM 276 
  Ronald Hare    Ryedale RAM 277 
  Ken Eyre    Howdenshire RAM 743 
  Steve Bisby    Alexandra RAM 803 
  Alan Hatfield    Alexandra RAM 803 
  Alan Hopwood      Allertonshire 845 
  Trevor Chalmers   Beacon Centenary 1583 
  

An American photographer on vacation was inside a church in Oldham taking photographs when he  

noticed a golden telephone mounted on the wall with a sign that read '£10,000 per call'.  

The American, being intrigued, asked a priest who was strolling by what the telephone was used for. The 

priest replied that it was a direct line to heaven and that for £10,000 you could talk to God. The    

American thanked the priest and went along his way.  

Next stop was in Manchester... There, at a very large cathedral, he saw the same golden telephone with 

the same sign under it. He wondered if this was the same kind of telephone he saw in Oldham and he 

asked a nearby nun what its purpose was. She told him that it was a direct line to heaven and that        

for £10,000 he could talk to God.  

'O.K., thank you,' said the American.  

He then travelled to Blackburn, Darwen, Burnley, Rochdale and Littleborough. In every church he saw 

the same golden telephone with the same '£10,000 per call' sign under it. The American, upon leaving 

Lancashire decided to travel to Yorkshire to see if Yorkshiremen had the same phone.  

He arrived in Scarborough and again, in the first church he entered, there was the same golden          

telephone, but this time the sign under it read '50 pence per call.'  

The American was surprised so he asked the priest about the sign. 'Father, I've travelled all over       

Lancashire and I've seen this same golden telephone in many churches. I'm told that it is a direct line to 

heaven, but in Lancashire the price was £10,000 per call. Why is it so cheap here?'  

The priest smiled and answered, 'You're in Yorkshire now, son. It's a local call.' 

FOR FUTURE FESTIVE BOARDS???….. 
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FUNDING THE PROVINCIAL CHARITY 
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A message from the Provincial Grand Charity Steward, W.Bro. Stephen Hawkes. 
 
“With the resumption of physical lodge meetings seemingly receding further into 
the distance and the loss of the Provincial RAM Assembly at Scarborough this 
year, plus maybe even the Mark Convocation next March, the Provincial Charity 
is likely to face a significant reduction in income. 
 
In a normal year Lodge raffles and general collections account for over half of the   
Charity’s income but if Lodge members aren’t getting together at regular     
meetings this income will be lost and our ability to support those less fortunate 
than ourselves in these difficult times will be affected, particularly if restrictions 
on gatherings remain in place for an extended period. 
 
One way of helping to maintain funding without close contact is for Lodge     
members to donate the amounts they would normally contribute at meetings to 
the Lodge Charity Account by Standing Order payments. It is a relatively simple 
and painless process. Of course if the donor is a UK taxpayer and makes a Gift 
Aid Declaration then the Provincial Charity can reclaim 25p on every £1          
donated from the taxman which really boosts the value of the donation. Standing 
Order payments can be made at whatever frequency the donor chooses and for 
any amount. 
 
Lodge Charity Stewards could consider schemes that offer the chance of winning 
a prize which are usually very successful. Raffles are a good example but probably 
work best in a close contact environment. Running a regular sweepstake on the 
National Lottery bonus ball or thunderball number is perhaps more amenable to 
social distancing and is a way of fund raising that is transparent and requires no 
initial outlay. A share of the stake money can be given as a prize and the balance 
to the Provincial Charity. 
It is possible to run online raffles on a similar basis but these are less transparent 
and thought needs to be given as to the selection and distribution of prizes. 
 
There are many ways in which regular socially distanced fund raising can be done 
and we have some very imaginative and innovative Lodge members who I’m sure 
will help their Lodge Charity Steward.. We may all feel under pressure at the  
moment, but all that is needed is for Lodges to put in place a means of enabling 
members to continue to donate the amounts they would have given anyway, had 
regular meetings continued. 
 
As a one-off incentive, at the Charity Committee meeting in February 2021 the 
most ingenious (and legal) scheme implemented and generating funds on an      
ongoing basis will be chosen by Committee Members and I will personally donate 
£50 to the Provincial Charity in the name of the winning Lodge” 

Stephen Hawkes 
Provincial Grand Charity Steward. 



Mark my Words Page 3 

ROYAL ARK MARINER ASSEMBLY  
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You will be aware that due to issues with the Scarborough Spa and the 
Covid19 situation our annual Royal Ark Mariner Assembly has had to be  
cancelled this year. However. following the guidelines issued by MMH we are 
having our Assembly via a Virtual Zoom Meeting. 
The Provincial Grand Master would be delighted if all Royal Ark Mariners 
would join him, including those promoted last year, due this year and of 
course all Commanders.  We can carry out most of our normal business and 
there is an added bonus of the Grand Secretary, R.W. Bro. Ryan Williams 
P,G,J.W,  joining us to give what will be a very interesting Address. 
A Paper of Business (Summons) has been sent by email to all our Royal Ark 
Mariners indicating the order of business. 
You will require the Zoom Link sending to you to be able to join the     
meeting, so you need you to confirm your contact details to issue you with it, 
please confirm your details with the Provincial Grand Secretary W Bro Geoff 
Nicholson by Email, or Post, ASAP to obtain the link. 
If you have not downloaded the Zoom App or never used this system before 
please contact our Provincial Secretary and he will advise you how to go 
about using the App, a brief instruction is detailed below. 
It is a very simple App to use Brethren and is very useful for any of our  
meetings both in both the RAM and the Mark Degrees. 
 
To join the meeting, you simply click on the link to the meeting         
invitation sent from the Provincial Secretary where you'll be prompted 
to run the Zoom app, (which you can install via the Zoom web site 
which has the downloads to your computer or Ipad). 
Be sure to mute yourself for the meeting!!— the 200-person all-hands 
Assembly doesn't need to hear your dog barking or the Coronation 
Street re-runs you're secretly watching in the background. To do this, 
click on the Mute microphone icon on the bottom left of your screen.  

In February the Worshipful Commander 
of St Peters RAM, W Bro Peter Bebb, 
decided that having held the Porphyry 
Stone for a month it was time to      
break out from York and surprise       
another RAM Lodge.  
Braving the affects of Storms Dennis and 
Ciara he breeched the walls of the City 
and the flooded waters of the river Ouse,   
accompanied by W Bro Brian Flint IPC , 
Bro Rod Cressey SW, Bro Duncan        
R Kilbride JW and Bro Terry Cook and on Monday 24th February and travelled to the North of 
the Province.  
The Brethren of Middlesbrough RAM Lodge No 276 were completely unaware that this 
attack was to take place but their WC, W. Bro. David Roach welcomed them with a hearty  
welcome.  
The members of both Lodges had a splendid Festive Board and a most pleasant evening.  
(Little did they know that the Stone was to remain in their possession for the rest of 2020!!) 

THE TRAVELLING PORPHYRY STONE 
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60 YEARS A MARK MAN 
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On 10th October W. Bro. John Joseph Robinson PGJW celebrated his 60 years as a Mark man.   
Many Brethren will know Joe as the Charity Steward in both the Steonshalh Mark Lodge (for 22 
years) and for Memorial Mark Lodge (from 2012 to the present time). 
His name is John Joseph Robinson but always known to us all as Joe.  His Dad was also John  
Joseph but known as John and his Grandfather was John Joe and known as Joe….if you’ve      
followed that so far…you’re on a winner.    
 
Our Joe was born 12 December 1933 at Runswick Bay from a seafaring family and has always 
lived there overlooking the North Sea.  He has owned in his current house since marrying Ann 
in the early 60’s. 
Initiated into Lion Craft Lodge in 1957, passed and raised by 1958 it appears that he did a    
ceremony each time he came home from sea.  He was exalted into Britannia Chapter in 1960. 
 
His working life started with an apprenticeship a t a Whitby Shipbuilders and the for next 35 
years (25 years as Ships Captain) worked for Elders & Fyffes Bananas transporting fruit and     
bananas from the West Indies all over the World.  He then spent 10 years as Ships Captain as a 
North Sea Coastal and North Sea Pilot sailing throughout Europe until his  enforced retirement 
at the age of 65. 
 
(His fathers ship the SS Streonshalh (the 
old name for Whitby) was sunk by the 
Admiral Graf Spee whilst returning home 
from the River Plate delivering coal out 
and bringing wheat home.  His dad 
asked the Captain of the Graff Spee for 
a    receipt for his vessel and actually got 
one!!  Joe has presented the receipt to 
the Whitby museum.   The ship was the 
last one sunk by the Battleship before 
the  battle of the River Plate. 
His father and crew were held prisoner 
in the gun turret of the Graff Spee when 
attacked at the battle of the river Plate 
but survived.  His father was later 
awarded the OBE for courage as his 
next ship was dive bombed and sunk).  
  
 
He had let us believe that he joined masonry because everyone at that time in Whitby was 
known to each other and connected with the sea in some form or another, so it was a          
important for him to join his colleagues in Whitby. 
 
Joe was Advanced into the Streonshalh Mark Lodge in October 1960 and went into the Masters 
Chair in 1991.  He also joined Memorial IM Lodge in the same year.  In 2006 he added The    
Victory and the Sir William Crosthwaite GLO Mark Lodges to his list of lodges. 
 
He has a gold watch which has been passed to the first-born son in each generation (it was    
received initially by befriending white Russians Nobles in the Russian Revolution as a gift to his 
Grandfather who assisted in their freedom). 
 
To understand Joe it is important to remember that not only is he a great Mark man with a   
great history of Charity work but he has the Stag emblem on his garage gable end, a Robotic        
lawnmower and above all a penchant for whisky! 
 

December 7, 1939: The crew of the Streonshalh         

assembled between the two quadruple 21" (533mm) 

torpedo launchers on the stern of the Admiral           

Graf Spee.  
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A MESSAGE FOM THE PGM 
The PGM wrote in August: 
Brethren 
“Following on from the finance package announced by Grand Lodge, I would like to 
inform you of the financial assistance package that has been agreed by me and the 
executive officers of this province 
We have allocated an amount of money to help those in genuine need of financial 
help. This money could be used to pay for Lodge subscriptions or just to ease the 
burden of the financial fallout which the pandemic has caused. I must add that the 
first point of support for Lodge subscriptions should come from the Lodge itself.  
We have also decided that the annual Provincial Dues, Mark £5.00 and RAM £3.00, 
that are due on the 1st September 2020 should, this year, be diverted to the      
Provincial Grand Almoners fund. As the foundation on which the organisation is 
founded, Charity and Brotherly love, it was thought that instead of waving the Pro-
vincial fees this year it was better to support those brethren who have been the 
hardest hit by the pandemic.  
I can assure you that your Provincial fees will be directed to those most worthy of 
them and I dearly hope that you all agree that this is the most appropriate measure 
to take and that you all support this initiative. 
You have my assurance that if you do require financial assistance and the Province 
decides we can help; this will be done with complete confidentiality. 
As previously stated, my main concern and priority is the welfare of my members 
and their families but I would also hope that the Mark family sticks together through 
these difficult times. Please keep in contact with your lodge members, by whatever 
media platform is best for you. Whether that is phone calls, emails, WhatsApp 
groups or zoom meetings. It is imperative that we keep the bond of friendship 
strong by whatever means we can. 
Please remember the good times will come back, we just need to hang in there. 
Let’s keep the Mark family together. 
Take care and be safe.” 
Best wishes                                                                                                     Bob 

ON THE LIGHTER SIDE 
Pour yourself a large glass of Red Wine, try to smell it. 
If you can smell the wine drink it and see if you can taste it. 
If you can taste and smell the wine it proves you don’t have Covid. 
Last night I did the test 19 times and all were negative thank goodness. 
Tonight I am going to do the test again because this morning I woke up with a headache 
and I’m sure I’m coming down with something. 

Wilf Dodsworth 

I hope you agree with me that humour is essential, even — or especially — in tough times. Shared 

laughter gives us strength in adversity and can help us feel a bit more in control when the future 

looks uncertain. Most important, funny jokes bring us together and help us to feel connected, 
studies have found that a good laugh can boost our dopamine levels and even shore up our immune 
systems. 
So, while we all obviously continue to take COVID-19 very seriously, and follow the recommendations 
from the CDC and the WHO, we also need to laugh and to have a few moments in the day that feel 
lighter.                                                                                                                        Editor 

I sneezed in the bank today, it was the most attention I have received from the staff in the last 10 

years. 

Hang on, you are telling me that they don't have a cure for a disease that can be killed with soap? 

Is August too early to put up the Xmas tree? I am up to date with everything else. 


