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Mark my Words 

A FULL ATTENDANCE………. 
Due to the Covid Pandemic the 16th annual Royal Ark Mariner    
Assembly at The Spa, Scarborough was replaced by a Zoom meeting 
on Saturday 7th November which was fully subscribed to the    
maximum allowed by the Zoom Web App.   
During the Zoom meeting R.W. Bro. Ryan A Williams P.G.J.W, Grand 
Secretary, (and equivalent) of the 10    
progressive Masonic Orders administered 
from Mark  Masons’ Hall, gave us a short 
history of  the RAM Degree and showed 
the Brethren a copy of the invoice for the 
princely sum of £25 which covered the 
cost of purchasing  the rights to the RAM 
Order which completed the link between 
the Mark and RAM degrees.  The receipt 
that existed from 1884 was fortunately  
rediscovered after it was lost and it is 
now held safely at Grand Lodge.  
He explained the link between the Mark General Board and the Royal Ark 
Council and the various sections of each that discuss Ritual changes,     
Constitutional details, Petitions and Applications etc. 
His presentation finished with an explanation of the work that was taking 
place constantly between all Masonic Degrees to keep all Masonic Brethren 
safe in these worrying times. 

TWO SPECIAL PROMOTIONS 
It is usual for many Brethren to take the Train to London in December to the 

RAM Meeting at Grand Lodge to support the Brethren 
being given their RAM Grand Rank 
promotion.  Unfortunately for two 
of our Brethren they will miss out 
on this wonderful weekend and 
the support of all their friends 
when  they  rece ive  the i r           
promotion. 
Please spare a thought for these 
Brethren and give then your     
support when we meet again. WBro. Ron Campbell 

Scarborough RAM No 95 
WBro. PeterSaxton 
Howdenshire RAM No 743 

R.W. Bro. Ryan A Williams P.G.J.W, Grand Secretary 
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A LITTLE PIECE OF HISTORY 
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For those who may not know, VW Bro. David Crofts, our Past Deputy Provincial Grand Master is a collector 
of vintage and antique laundry irons. The following article researched by him, although slightly shortened for 
Mark my Words, was published in the British Iron Collectors Club magazine "Pressing Matters" It has no     
Masonic connection aside from the author, but it is hoped that in these unusual times it will be of some interest 
to brethren who enjoy Social History and or Association Football. 
  
The story begins in the village of Bilston in the Midlands and concerns the iron foundry of Salter (you possibly 
own one of their bathroom or kitchen scales). 
Salter Housewares were founded here in 1760 by two brothers, Richard and William Salter, making springs, 
balances, musket bayonets and laundry irons, and ten years later moved to larger premises in West Bromwich. 
Like Cadbury, Rowntree and the Co-op the Salter business delivered a more enlightened and compassionate 
style of management towards their workforce.  To this extent, as part of their social facilities, in 1878 they 
formed the Salter Cricket Club. It seemed that the cricketers were also keen to develop a game to keep them 
occupied in the winter months and out of the cricket club they developed the ‘West Bromwich Strollers’    
Football Club. 
Ultimately in 1881 the ‘Strollers’ transformed themselves into West Bromwich Albion Football Club.  The name 
“Strollers” was adopted because the nearest sports equipment shop from which to purchase a ball was a ‘stroll’ 
away in nearby Wednesbury!  Their kit was a white shirt and shorts with a blue cross belt and maroon socks, 
and a small pill box hat with a red pom-pom! 
Their first match was in November 1878 in a 12 a side (yes 12 a side!) match against a local team from a nearby 
soap factory.  
In the early years they played against local sides, but the breakthrough came when they joined the Birmingham 
District and Staffordshire Football Associations. This was the catalyst for them to arrange fixtures with the like 
of Preston North End, Bolton Wanderers and Blackburn Rovers. With their growing reputation they were  
offered a piece of land by a local undertaker at the rear of Sandwell Brewery to use as their home ground. The 
annual rent was £28 over 7years 

In 1884 the club adopted the Salter trademark of the Staffordshire knot which was     
proudly displayed on the Albion jersey which by then had changed to yellow and white 
quarters. This was probably one of the earliest forms of football shirt advertising. 
In later years the club emblem changed to a thrush on a hawthorn branch displayed on the 
now familiar blue and white striped shirt. 
In 1885 the club became professional though many of their players retained their amateur 
status, including the Salter employees. A couple of the non-Salter players received          
10 shillings a week which was perhaps not bad for the 1880's but well short of salaries in 
the FA today!  

In 1886 the club reached the FA Cup final with no less than 7 Salter employees representing the Albion. The 
match was played on 3rd April at the Kennington Oval against Blackburn Rovers. The attendance was 15,000 
with gate receipts of £650. The match ended goalless and although the Albion were willing to play extra time, 
Blackburn refused, and a replay was held a week later at Derby with Blackburn the victors by 2-0. 
Although a big disappointment, the Albion 
went on to win the cup in 1888 with four of 
the team from the Salter Foundry. 
I suppose this article has been a somewhat 
nostalgic and romantic peek at the football 
of yesteryear.  I am surmising of course, but 
I suspect in those days football was played 
in the true spirit of the game, usually by 
local working men. Indeed, all the “Salter” 
men and their teammates were born and 
lived within 6 miles of the centre of West 
Bromwich. Very different to the             
international team profiles of today. 
I have a feeling that they simply loved    
playing football, which offered some respite 
from the day-to-day rigours of factory life 
and in so doing sought no financial reward 
or publicity. 
In the modern game of ever-increasing 
transfer fees, eye watering contracts,     
dubious theatrical behaviour on and off the pitch and the unbridled thirst for success at all costs I make no  
apologies for enjoying a few moments of an era gone forever........and I hope brethren that you have too 

David Crofts. 

The Salter trademark, showing a 
Staffordshire knot pierced by an 
arrow, was adopted by West 
Bromwich Albion Football Club. 

The Albion team display the Staffordshire Cup in 1883. This was the first 
ever photograph taken of a West Bromwich  Albion team.  
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 PGM’s DISTINGUISHED SERVICE AWARD 
The Prov.G.M. was pleased to present the Prov.GM’s               
Distinguished Service Award at the RAM Assembly to the 
following Brethren, for their outstanding contribution to the 
Royal Ark Mariner Order in this Province over the years. 

 
 
 
 W. Bro. Brian Gent of Hull RAM No. 182 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
  
                             and W. Bro Dennis Slights of           
St Peter’s RAM Lodge No.1008 and he hoped these worthy Brethren would 
wear his award with pride. 
 
PROMOTIONS 
Virtual Royal Ark Mariner Provincial Grand Rank Promotions were awarded 
to the following Brethren: 

Jonathan Smith Minerva RAM 12TI 
Gordon Turner Middlesbrough RAM 276  
Ronald Hare Ryedale RAM 277  
Ken Eyre Howdenshire RAM 743  
Steve Bisby Alexandra RAM 803  
Alan Hatfield Alexandra RAM 803  
Alan Hopwood Allertonshire 845  
Trevor Chalmers Beacon Centenary 1583  

 
THE TRAVELLING PORPHYRY STONE 
The Provincial Grand Master was very pleased to announce (with a very large smile!!)
that the lodge with the most attendees at the Zoom meeting was his own!  Beacon 
Centenary RAM Lodge had the greatest number of Brethren so they were virtually 
handed the Stone by the Prov.G,M, with instructions to travel on mass to the North 
of the Province and collect the Travelling Porphyry Stone from the Middlesbrough 
RAM Lodge when the time is safe to meet again.   
The Porphyry Stone started it’s travels at Beacon Centenary RAM Lodge in June 
2015 and has now travelled the length and breadth of our Province.  The rules      
relating to this Stone are slightly different to the Mark Travelling Keystone because 
the Lodge who has the Stone can surprise another Lodge and present it to them and 
thus enjoy a great evening with friends.  Beacon RAM could be visiting your Lodge!! 
 
A Tweet from R.W. Bro. Ryan A Williams following the meeting:  
“I was so pleased to join the Brethren of the Province of N & E Yorkshire this morning for their Royal 
Ark Mariner Assembly. Super atmosphere and a great Yorkshire welcome!“ 

THE RAM ASSEMBLY  
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Our Charity giving has not stopped Brethren.  The Mark     
Benevolent fund is continuing to support the National Blood 
Bikes. 
Pictured here is the latest awarded to Freewheelers EVS.        
A formal handover was not possible but the bike has been 
put into immediate service in the hope that a formal    
presentation can be carried out at a future date. 

 
Please keep up your 
support for our Mark 
Provincial and Lodge 
Charity’s during this 
difficult time Brethren 
and ensure that your 
funds are used to    
support our Charities. 

MARK BENEVOLENT FUND 

On July 3rd next year the East Lancashire Mark Province are hosting the 
2021 Mark Benevolent Fund Festival. 
Our Provincial Grand Master is planning to 
attend the Festival with a large contingent 
of Mark men and their partners from our 
Province, together with many of his friends 
from his Mark Rugby Lodge in Rochdale 
(he is a Past Master). 
Most of those Brethren have already 
booked in are hoping to stay at the      
Marriott AC Hotel at Salford Quay with  
transfers to the Festival’s evening dinner 
which is planned to be held at the       
Manchester Suite at Manchester United's 
football ground at Old Trafford.  
The evening will commence with welcome drinks and entertainment        
followed by a three course festival banquet, including wine. Various events 
are also planned for the days leading up to the Festival. 

 
 
 
The East Lancashire Mark Province have now 
issued their Festival Badge as shown which is 
now on sale at a cost of £10 each.  Proceeds 
go to the MBF Festival funds. 
Please contact the Mark Provincial Grand         
Secretary Geoff Nicholson for further details 
of the Festival weekend and Stephen Hawkes 
the Provincial Grand Steward for the Festival 
Badge. 

CHARITY NEWS 


