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Mark my Words 

A Very Special Presentation... 
When, On 10th October, W. Bro. John Joseph (Joe) Robinson PGJW celebrated his 60 years as 
a Mark Man, the Provincial Grand Master R.W.Bro. D.R.(Bob) Clancey promised to visit Joe at 
his home to present his Grand Lodge Certificate when he received it from Grand Mark Lodge, 
but due to these difficult Covid times and the restrictions imposed, it 
has not been possible to proceed with Joe’s presentation. 
The presentation of this important certificate would normally be at 
Joe’s Lodge, attended by the Rulers, Grand Officers and the full acting 
Provincial Team, thus making it a special occasion for Joe.  As this was 
not possible and with the collusion of the other Rulers, the Provincial 
Grand Master arranged for a different, and special event, to be planned 
for Joe. 
The members of Joe’s Mark Lodges, namely Streonshalh, The Victory, 
Memorial and Sir William Crosthwaite were invited to attend a Zoom meeting to observe the 
Prov.G.M. present the award to Joe.  This was finalised for Tuesday 1st  December at 3.00pm 
and it opened with 34 Mark men in attendance. 
The Prov.GM presented him with the virtual Certificate and the Prov. Grand Secretary W. Bro. 
Geoff Nicholson read out the details.  Joe replied with a detailed description of his life as a   
seaman and as a Mark Man.  
Attending the meeting was R.W.Bro Ryan Williams, Grand Secretary, who also congratulated 
Joe on achieving the milestone of 60 years as a Mark Man.  He also informed Joe that following 
a recommendation by the Provincial Grand Master and the detailed discussions between them. 
he had had a meeting with the Grand Master and discussed the efforts Joe had done for Mark 
Charities over these years.     
The Grand Master was therefore very conscious of what Joe had done for the Order and he 
determined that the Order should reward Joe’s valuable efforts with a field promotion to the 
Rank of Past Grand Master Overseer.  It was the intention of the Pro, Grand Master to attend 
the meeting to meet Joe and present the promotion to Joe but a family commitment prevented 
this happening. 
Brethren, Very Worshipful Joe went very quiet for a short time!  Once he had questioned 
what that promotion meant, a clearly very shocked Joe replied “All I have done is collected a 
few quid for Charity!” 
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A submission by the Past Provincial Grand Master, R.W.Bro. Eric R Gore-Browne…... 
‘Guilds of Operative Masons were present in England and Scotland as far back as the 
1400's and formed primarily to protect the practice of their craft, provide for their sick, 
and support their widows and children.  
The 15th century saw the start of the slow decline of Operative Masonry in England 
helped along by the Protestant Reformation when it almost went out of existence. Most 
guilds were suppressed by Henry VIII, and monasteries dissolved, their funds confiscated 
by the Crown. Cathedrals were no longer erected and monasteries and abbeys defaced 
or, partly demolished with similar bitterness directed against other stone structures 
throughout the land. Many of the old Operative lodges previously called upon to erect 
or repair such buildings, found themselves out of work.  
Whereas in Scotland, the story was different. In December 
1583, King James VI of Scotland appointed one William 
Schaw as the Master of Works. He was also the General 
Warden of all Scottish stonemasons’ lodges. Schaw oversaw 
the erection, repair and maintenance of all government 
buildings, and through the lodges, ensured that all building 
work was undertaken by suitably qualified persons. 
In December 1598 and 1599, Schaw introduced two      
statutes to formulate these principles. The ‘Schaw     
Statutes’ covered all aspect of the craft and largely hold 
true today.  
They enjoined masons to be true to one another and live charitably together as sworn brothers 
and companions, having taken a binding oath to this effect. There followed directives as to the 
regulation of their craft, including a provision that the     masters of every lodge elect a warden 
each year to have charge of the lodge, who must be     approved by the General Warden. It also 
made it compulsory for each Scottish lodge to appoint a secretary.  
Under the statutes, an apprentice was bound to his master for seven years before being received into the 
lodge as an Entered Apprentice. Following another seven years and having completed his apprenticeship, 
he sort a license granted by the warden, masters, and deacons duly assembled.   following an examination 
by them on his worthiness, his qualifications and his skill, he then became a fellow of the craft and thus a 
master.  
Gradually, 'Operative' lodges, dedicated to completing complex building projects or undertaking specialist 
activities, allowed ‘non-operatives’ to join their membership.  For example, most major long-term projects 
would have an external superintendent to oversee the quality of the work and they would be given access 
to their respective lodge. Similarly, there would be others sharing in directing activities, offering technical 
advice, producing drawings, organising material and labour and keeping accounts, all requiring access to 
the lodge.  
The acceptance of ‘non-operatives’ would have influenced lodge ceremonies. A non-operative brother 
could not take an oath to keep the trade secrets about which he knew nothing. neither could he produce 
a regular apprentice’s masterpiece, as he would not possess the skills.  However, from the earliest times, 
it was not deemed unlawful or irregular for Operative lodges to  accept some non-operative men.  
In England, for the next hundred or so years, foreign and civil wars left the country exhausted, and the need for 
men to fill the ranks of both the Army and the Navy reduced the skilled workforce even further. New Cities 
sprang up with new traditions, and at the same time, the shortage of labourers saw foreign workers sourced 
from the near continent bringing with them their customs and traditions.  
The Act of Union of 1707, united England and Scotland to form Great Britain and slowly, operative masonry 
morphed into Speculative Masonry. 1717 saw the formation of the Premier Grand Lodge of England which, has 
represented Freemasons working under the English Constitution ever since. 
The United Grand Lodge of Scotland followed in 1736, and it could be said that Schaws insistence that each 
Scottish lodge have a secretary was inspirational. The oldest lodge minutes surviving in England date from the 
early 18th century, whereas Scottish records are much older. It is from the 1642 minutes of the Mother      
Kilwinning Lodge and the 1670 minutes of the Aberdeen Lodge together with other old documents, that we 
learn that non-operatives became members of Scottish Lodges and took an active part in lodge affairs.  
The Anglo-French wars during the mid to late 1700's, continued to put a strain on finances further, reducing the 

William Schaw organised repairs to the steeple 
and clock at Holyroodhouse shown to the right 

in this engraving.  

THE RISE AND FALL OF OPERATIVE MASONS 

continued 



A LITTLE PIECE OF HISTORY 

workforce available for new large building projects, so much so that the 
British government banned skilled  masons from emigrating, leaving many 
artisans without work.  
In America, in 1791, George Washington selected the site for the official 
residence of the Presidency, with the cornerstone laid a year later.   
 James Hoban, who was an Irish Mason, was selected as the architect and 
overseer of the work.  Washington insisted that the house be built of 
stone and decorated with ornate carvings but there were few expert 
quarry workers and stonemasons capable of producing intricate masonry, 
so the commissioners turned to Scotland, offering generous wages and 
covering travel costs.  Some twelve unemployed stonemasons defied the    
British government's ban and travelled to America in 1794.  
 
By 1795, 99,000 cubic feet of Aquia Creek sandstone had been quarried 
and transported from Virginia. Although the stone differed from the     
sandstone worked at home, these craftsmen were able to carve hundreds of individual works of art 
onto the house, one of the finest being the Scottish Double Rose first cultivated by Royal Botanical 
Gardens in Edinburgh. 
  
On Saturday, November 
1st, 1800, John Adams   
became the first President 
to take residence in the 
building.  
The house had been known 
by a variety of names, such 
as the 'President's Palace', 
the 'President's House' and 
the 'Executive Mansion'.  
It was not until 1901 that 
P r e s i d e n t  T h e o do re       
Roosevelt gave a similar 
building the name 'The 
White House'.  
 
 
With Operative Lodges of  stonemasons having faded into the mists of time, their skill in working with 
that hard and difficult material is today ever more needed so that our great cathedrals and ancient 
monuments are maintained as our ancient brethren built them.  
Modern technology has made a stonemason’s life a lot easier with automated equipment such as   
computer-controlled machinery, specialist saws, water and air pressure tools to bring the stone into 
rude form but, the maul and chisel as we know them, are still used to shape and polish the stone to be 
perfect in its parts and honourable to its builder.  

R.W.Bro. Eric R Gore-Browne  

James Hoban 1755-18311 

A 1793 elevation by James Hoban. His 3-story, 9-bay original submission was 

altered into this 2-story, 11-bay design  
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Mark my Words 

THE RISE AND FALL OF OPERATIVE MASONS CONTINUED.. 

FOR FUTURE CHRISTMAS FESTIVE BOARDS 
A group of chess enthusiasts checked into a hotel and were standing in the lobby discussing 
their recent tournament victories. After about an hour, the manager came out of the office and 
asked them to disperse.  
”But why?” they asked, as they moved off. ”because,” he said ”I can’t stand chess nuts boasting 
in an open foyer.  

———— 
Christmas dinner is a lot like Brexit. Half the family were told they needed to make room for    
Turkey, so opted to leave Brussels.  

———— 
As the little Girl climbed onto Santa’s lap, Santa asked the usual “And what would you like for 
Christmas?” 
The child stared at him open mouthed and horrified for a minute, then said: “Didn’t you get       
my E-mail???” 
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On Monday, 5th November, the Cancer 
Charity, Hope for Tomorrow, and      
Airedale NHS Foundation Trust in the 
West Yorkshire Mark Province officially 
unveiled the latest state-of-the art Unit 
which has four treatment chairs designed 
to enable flexibility for Chemotherapy 
treatment locations, The Provincial Grand 
Master for the Mark Province of West 
Yorkshire, James Steggles who             
represented and spoke on behalf of the 
Mark Benevolent Fund (MBF) confirmed that this is part of an initiative being rolled out across 
the country. 
The MBF. the Charity arm of the Grand Lodge of Mark Master Masons has funded the      
purchase of eleven units to date at a cost of circa £2m and work has begun on another.  The 
Hope for Tomorrow Charity has these 11 units operating throughout the Country.  
Travelling distances to get Cancer Treatment in many parts of the country can be quite long, 
not good news when Chemotherapy is involved, and these units will take the treatment to the 
patient and will have a significant impact on the quality of their lives.  Each MCCU can treat up 
to four patients at any one point and up to twenty patients can receive their valuable      
treatment each day.  
The Mobile Cancer Chemotherapy Care Units (MCCU) are owned and maintained by the 
‘Hope for Tomorrow’ Charity and are provided with a Nurses’ Support Vehicle (NSV) which 
allows the nursing team to travel to and from the locations of the MCCU; these locations are 
determined by the hospital, depending on where the patient need is greatest.  
At the recent handover Megan Broadley, Hope for Tomorrow Partnership Manager said: “We 
are very excited to be partnering with Airedale NHS Foundation Trust and look forward to    
developing this further to make the MCCU a success.” Stacey Hunter, Chief Operating     
Officer of Airedale NHS Foundation Trust said: “This is helping us bring our ambition to, 
wherever possible, offer patients care closer to home so that they don’t have to spend their 
valuable time travelling to hospital.  

———————————— 
The MBF supports many other worthy causes, in the last year £437,000, has been utilised in 
grants to 26 Blood Bike Charities throughout England and Wales. 17 bikes and 9 cars have 
been handed over to date.  
The next major project is already underway, the provision of 52 Ambulances and support 
vehicles for St John ambulance, a total grant circa £3m. 

THE MARK BENEVOLENT FUND  
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LOCAL CHARITY NEWS 
A copy of the letter sent to W.Bro. Cammish regarding the      
Donation from our Mark Provincial Charity. 
“Dear Francis and Maureen, 
On behalf of the Little Foot Trust children's charity here in 
Scarborough I am writing to say a huge thanks for your    
support once again and I would be grateful if you would also 
pass on our thanks to the Provincial Grand Master and all 
concerned . The donation of £1000 is so generous and very 
much appreciated. This years visit to London was on 16th to 
20th feb 2020. We were able to take 12 children all aged 
10/11 on a 5 day educational, cultural and fun filled visit to our Capital City. These children would not 
normally have the opportunity to go on a holiday. We work hard to fundraise throughout the year and 
it is with the help and kindness of donations from yourself and others that we are able to continue to 
give these children a well deserved break. 
All monies raised and donated go to the children, all the adults who are involved with the trust are self 
funded, and all the children return with many happy memories. 
I know you are aware of the work we continue to do and we can't tell you how much this amount of 
money means to us. 
This year due to the current situation we have not been able to fundraise as we normally would so we 
are even more grateful to you for choosing us. 
We are very passionate about the work we do for our charity and thankful for the kindness of people 
like yourself. Thank you to each and every one of you that has helped to make this happen”. 

Jackie Link Treasurer for the Little Foot Trust 
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Due to Covid restrictions 
this photo was copied from 
last year’s presentation to the 

Charity. 
Editor 
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IS THERE  A GOOD TIME TO BECOME  A FREEMASON? 
I believe there is and here is my story;  To set the scene, a little of my history is necessary.        
I joined the Royal Navy at 15years of age. I was sent to HMS Ganges at Shotley, as a Boy     
Seaman 2nd Class and then on through my service in Destroyers, Ocean Going Tugs, Aircraft 
Carriers and Submarines. 
 
On leaving the Royal Navy I found I had itchy feet 
which didn’t take too well to being in one place so, 
after   running a successful small business for a while, I 
sold out for a healthy return and went into the world 
of Road Transport where I had a very varied,         
interesting, exciting and rewarding working life.      
Covering the whole of the UK and Europe. 
Whenever I was able, I used to pop over to see Mum & 
Dad where Mum always, without fail, asked me the 
same question; “Are you a Mason yet?” to which my  
reply was always, “ No Mother, I do not have any spare 
time for Masonry”. Following Father’s death in 1999, 
Mother took to asking me this same question at every 
meeting and phone call until one day I asked her “Why 
would you particularly want me to become a Freemason?”   
I will never forget her reply:  “I want you to become a 
Freemason to follow in the footsteps of my Father, your Grandfather, who told me when you were about 
10 years old that I was to encourage you to look at Freemasonry. He was a very prominent and well 
respected Mason who saw something in you. Over the years I have learned what it was he saw. Please, 
seriously consider following your Grandfather?” 
 
Quite strong words which I took to heart and, although being very busy I did some research 
which made me believe perhaps Grandfather and Mother were right and I was cut out to be a 
Freemason. At this point, fate took a hand and I had to give up the road to care for my dear 
wife of 37 years who was diagnosed in February 2006 with Lung Cancer – she died in the     
December. Following her death I started serious volunteering; Cancer Support Group;      
Humberside Police; CPRE: Advanced Motorists, a charity within adult social care, to name a 
few. 
 
Then I thought; now will be that good time to look at Freemasonry. How does one go about 
joining? I know; write to the United Grand Lodge of England. Please, if you know of anyone who 
wants to become a Freemason, don’t do as I did. I waited almost a year and never got a reply. 
Always get them to ask locally. At the third telephone enquiry I received a firm promise that 
someone would be in touch soon and, true to the word, I received a call from a very nice   
gentleman called Mike Graham (W/Bro. Mike Graham who will be well known to many). Mike 
got my interest going and got me started. Once I got to know a few Freemasons I found some 
were old friends – and they hadn’t said a word. I do wish they had. 
By this time; Mother was constantly asking about my progress toward becoming a Mason and 
naturally, I kept her informed. 
 
Now for the biggest body blow; Mother passed away in January, 2010 as I waited for my      
initiation in November, aged 72. Regrettably, Mother didn’t live to see me a Freemason.  
 
I have made a vow that I will steadfastly and diligently follow in my Grandfather’s footsteps. I am 
now 82 years old and in the ten short years since my initiation I have lived and breathed      
Freemasonry and thoroughly enjoyed everything it has to offer; Craft and Chapter Chairs, Mark 
Chair and proud to have been promoted to active an active Provincial Mark officer, Rose Croix 
and R&S Masters and last, but certainly not least, a Royal Ark Mariner. 
 
I only mention the timings to illustrate one thing. The sooner in life you make the first step the 
longer you, and your families, will have to enjoy all Freemasonry has to offer. Freemasons’ understand 
that men have to work and support their families; in fact, ‘do your family support your        
becoming a Freemason’? is one of the first questions asked on application. I unfortunately left it 
very late in life to join which disappointed my Mother for which I will always feel remorse. 
 
Is there a good time to become a Freemason?    
 

Yes, as soon in life (over 21) as one can- don’t put it off.                                                                                                  
 Christopher B. Lefevre  

 W. Bro. Christopher B. Lefevre  


