
Brethren, we are certainly living in very worrying and uncertain times.  The pandemic doesn’t 

seem to be coming under control and more and more restrictions are being placed on our 

daily lives, indeed as we know a Masonic Suspension started last Thursday and the whole 

country finds itself in lockdown again.  There is however a shining Rainbow across our 

Province and over the whole of the Masonic world. By that I mean the efforts of all our 

members to help our fellow brethren and the wider community.   I have a great feeling of 

extreme pride being a Freemason.  The charitable and voluntary work that all our orders, the 

lodges and individual members have done to try to help offset the worse effect of the 

pandemic have been truly heroic and selfless.  The meals provided for the elderly and 

vulnerable, the PPE, such as facemasks, that have been donated to care homes and dentists, 

distributed around the province free of charge and the continued support of the MBF, by such 

things as donating the profit made on the sale of the T@3 mugs.  This Province, along with 

the Province of West Yorkshire will soon be handing over a mini bus to Martin House Hospice 

and the Yorkshire Air Ambulance will be receiving a rapid response vehicle bought by a 

substantial donation from the MBF.  Our own Provincial Charities have not stopped providing 

funds for registered charities within our Province.  We, along with the Mark Provinces of West 

Yorkshire and Lincolnshire and the Craft Province of West Yorkshire have donated a total of 

£12,000 to the Friends of Connaught Court to provide much needed home comforts for the 

residents of our regional Masonic Care Home based in York. 

We should, all of us, be extremely proud to call ourselves Freemasons and not be afraid to 

tell non-Masons about the contributions we have made during the last few months and will 

continue to make in the coming months and years ahead.  

We should also be mindful that because we are not meeting as we once did and social events 

are non-existent, it does have a knock-on effect of the charitable monies raised and thereby 

the money available for charitable donations.  These are difficult times for us all but please 

look to see if you can give a charitable donation to your lodge or province or run some sort of 

money raising scheme at your lodge virtual meetings.  Please get in touch with W.Bro Stephen 

Hawkes the Provincial Charity Steward for help with these initiatives also available through 

W. Bro. Stephen at £10 each are the Lapel Badges in support of the East Lancashire MBF 

Festival. 

I would also like to thank the Provincial Almoner, W.Bro David Jennings, for the work he is 

doing to keep in touch with many of our brethren and where help is required providing it.  A 

substantial amount of money has been diverted to the Almoners fund to help those brethren 

who are in need, whether that be help with their subscriptions, financial worries or stress 

related issues.  W. Bro David can also call on the MBF if he feels that is appropriate. 

My congratulations to all those receiving promotion to RAMProvGR, it is in recognition of 

what you have done for the Order and in anticipation of what you will do in the future.  I hope 

normality will resume soon so we can all share each other’s company once more. 

My congratulations also goes to W.Bro Ron Campbell, the Provincial Grand Director of 

Ceremonies and W.Bro Peter Saxton, who will both receive the rank of RAMGR this coming 

December.  Again, recognition of what you have done for the Order but also in anticipation 

of the greater efforts you will put in to further the Order in the coming years. 



Communication is vital in the coming weeks and months ahead. We must keep talking to each 

other, we must keep the Mark and RAM family together and as vibrant as possible. 

I would urge all lodges to use the zoom platform provided by the Province to hold Lodge VBM 

for administration purposes.  I would also suggest and encourage lodges to meet on their 

usual lodge nights for a social gathering using zoom or whatever social platform you wish.  

This will enable the lodge members to see each other and enjoy each other’s company, I know 

in a somewhat different manner but nevertheless it does get everyone together and talking.  

If social media is not for you, please phone, email or send letters on a regular basis.  We must 

continue to communicate and don’t forget to include those who are waiting to join the Mark 

and the RAM.  They are very important to both Orders. 

A special thank you to the Assistant Provincial Grand Master, W. Bro Paul Barham, for setting 

up the Facebook site, it has been a very welcome addition to our communications and 

brought a lot of enjoyment to the members and a number of prospective candidates. Well 

done Paul. 

My thanks to the Provincial Secretary for his untiring and committed work he is continuing to 

do during these times, thanks also go to his Deputy and Assistant. 

The pandemic can in some respect be likened to the perils suffered by our Great Predecessor, 

the Patriarch Noah.  We too are now drifting in perilous and dangerous waters.  Hoping and 

praying that dry land will be found and our lives will return to normal.  As Noah did, keep your 

faith, dry land will be found and things will return back to normal eventually.  

You brethren, as I’ve called you in the past, are my elite team, members of both the Mark and 

the RAM.  I call upon you to do your best to keep both our Orders vibrant and relative in these 

difficult times. 

Keep communicating, Keep the Mark and RAM family and the whole Masonic Family together 

and let’s make sure once we are back to normality that we all work together for the good of 

all Freemasonry.  

Be proud to be a Royal Ark Mariner, be proud to be a Mark Man and be Proud to be 

Freemason. 

Take Care and be Safe. 

 

 

 

 

 


