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Mark my Words 

Our Province in action………. 
More than £80,000 has been raised by a University of Hull appeal and in      
collaboration with  AB Graphic International Ltd in Bridlington, have funded 
additional materials to meet high demand for the production of face shields for 
the NHS and other healthcare organisations in the region. 
More than 90 organisations including NHS, residential 
care homes and GP surgeries have made contact since the 
project was launched, requesting a total of almost 50.000 
face shields  
The numbers involved meant that the University had to 
design an Injection Moulded face shield for PPE but did 
not have the means to deliver these.  

Mark Man, W Bro Steve Cox, offered his fleet of vehicles from Burflex Scaffolding Ltd 
and his drivers free of charge. In addition to these drivers W Bro Cox, Bro Ben Kelly 
and W Bro. Colin Wilson also joined in to make deliveries. Over the last few months 
nearly all the 50,000 face shields were delivered to Hospitals, Doctors surgeries, Care 
Homes, Hospices, Pharmacies and Charities providing care in the community  
throughout North Lincolnshire, the East Riding and parts of North Yorkshire. 

HELP AROUND THE PROVINCE….. 
At the start of the Pandemic 2,000+ residents volunteered to support the city of York, 
through the first ten community hubs assembled to help those in greatest need. 
The hubs are part of the City’s co-ordinated response to the COVID-19 emergency.  
Bro Mark Hogan, Junior Warden in St Peter’s Mark Lodge and allocated volunteers have been 
busy setting up and manning the hubs to deliver assistance to residents already identified as 
clinically vulnerable and to others who have no other source of help. 
The leader of the city of York Council said, “As the health and safety of our residents is our 
priority, it is through this structured and safe approach to volunteering with our partners 
which ensure vulnerable people get the support they need in a co-ordinated and safe way. 
The response we have received from residents and businesses to volunteer and help support 
vulnerable members of our community has been overwhelming and truly reflective of the  
character of our city.  With the community hubs now open, we are accelerating and targeting 
support at vulnerable people across the city, whether that be food or medicine for residents 
self-isolating.” 
Marked Well Mark. 
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Jim Bradshaw, a Mark Man from the Minerva Lodge of MMM 
No 12TI, as Senior Building Services Manager for BAM      
Construction in the North East has been very closely involved 
as part of the Senior Management Team which were          
instructed to review the Conference Centre in Harrogate for 
suitability for the adaptation of a Nightingale Hospital which 
will be for patients who’ve been in intensive care 
with coronavirus, but still need hospital care.  The eight Halls 
of the Conference centre, normally used for exhibitions and 
events, was planned to take 500 beds and three critical care 
beds. 

 
 
 

 
The site was evaluated on day 1 and 22 days later 
the site was handed over fully completed to the          
exacting requirements of the NHS. 
 
 
The hospital had 7 fully functioning Wards.  The first two were completed in just 8 days! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Captain Tom Moore was guest of honour at the opening on 21st April by video link,  
after he raised millions for the NHS in fundraising by walking laps of his garden in     
Bedfordshire. 
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During the last 16 or so weeks Bro Stephen Kerns of Thesaurus Mark Lodge No 782 
has been doing gardening for  people  around his home area who have been unable to 
maintain their own gardens due to age or ill health. 
Most of the people have families that live away so they have been unable to receive 
visitors.  Visiting his neighbours to do the maintenance has been of great help for 
them to have a local person happy to help them and their relatives during this period. 
They now call him “the man with the lawnmower” in his street, as he’s always    
pushing it about between houses these days. 
He considers himself very fortunate to have made many new friends during this    
difficult time and will continue to do the gardening work going forward as he       
considers it good for himself and is certainly helping him to keep fit and out of his 
wife’s Anne's hair!! 

HELPING THE NEIGHBOURS  
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Ashley Tyson, a Mark Man in the Farmers Mark Lodge No 1784, together with 
his family and team at Stepney hill farm in Scarborough have been very busy 
throughout the lock down.  
The family run business ‘Stepney Hill Farm’ has had to make many changes to 
their day to day business when the country went into lock down and the  
business changed over night. They had to close the tea rooms, the wedding 
and events barn had to close, meaning they lost every single wedding, charity 
event and party’s up until October this year (or maybe it could be the whole 
year).  They lost, overnight, all of their wholesale customers, hotels, guest 
houses, pubs and restaurants.  This meant all of their team apart from Ashley 
and two butchers had to be furloughed. 
They were however, very lucky that everyone still wanted meat so the butch-
ers shop became very 
busy.  It started off with 
people simply  wanting 
meat but as the first 
week went on a lot of 
new customers, who had 
no means of getting out 
of their homes and had 
no family to see them, 
began to rely on them 
for   other items of food.  
Ashley sourced      eve-
rything they needed from Veg, fruit, bread and milk. He offered a free   deliv-
ery service and on many busy days he could be taking out 40 orders just in 
deliveries to  elderly people, NHS staff and many vulnerable  people. 
Ashley considers he was very lucky to have his daughter and her partner, both 
from London, isolating with him, so she could manage all of the Facebook or-
ders and Robert could help him to deliver. His whole team and family have 
worked very hard, plus putting themselves at risk and he is very proud of 
them all and his family as it’s not been easy for them, as well as all of their 
amazing customers. 
The kind of situation outlined above, is indicative how many businesses are 
having to adopt to continue to survive in these insecure times and it must 
have been repeated by many businesses throughout the Country. 

CHANGING THEIR BUSINESS STRUCTURE  
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The Haltemprice Skate Park is in the grounds 
of the Haltemprice Sports Centre in Anlaby, 
just outside Hull. It was opened a few years 
ago at a cost of £250,000 which was raised 
mainly by donations from public and local 
companies. 
 
It was an instant success with young people 
using the facilities with skateboards and the 
later craze of scooters, while their parents 
could enjoy some peace and quiet in the café 
in the sports centre.  Parents were assured 
of additional protection from a then ‘state of 
the art’ camera system linked to the sports centre and knew their children were safe. 
 
The park grew in popularity, hosting skateboarding competitions and attracting youngsters 

from all over the East Riding.         
However, where there is any group of 
young people, there are those who 
seek to profit from exploiting them,    
particularly with the sale of drugs, 
 
Going into lockdown the Police had 
recommended that the camera system 
be upgraded to provide facial        
recognition with more up to date  
cameras. This, unfortunately, was     
beyond the budget of the trustees and 
they were dubious about reopening 
the park. 
 
Beverlac Mark Lodge no.281 heard of 
the problem and applied to the     
Provincial Charity Committee for 
funding to   upgrade the cameras. This 
was a cost of £2000 as the cable   
network was already in place and 
would provide facial recognition of 
anyone using the park. 

 
The grant was approved and was very gratefully received 
and immediately used for the installation of the new 
cameras. The park is now due to open and the trustees 
can be assured it is a safe recreational environment with 
the Police confident that the cameras will result in the  
arrest of offenders, which, when news spreads should 
also discourage the wrong people entering the park  
area. 
 
(Author’s note – having tried a skateboard, its use is not 
recommended for anyone in the Mark!)                                                                                         
Peter Nesbitt 

Chris Lawson, Chairman of the Management Committee for the 
skatepark receiving the cheque from WB Peter Nesbitt PGSW the 

Charity Steward of Beverlac Lodge 
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W. Bro. Malvin Sharpless has taken up additional        
responsibilities to help stop this Pandemic by working   
for PHE, NHS, on the Test and Trace Contact system 
which involves calling on people who he has been given 
details that they have been in contact with someone who 
has tested positive for Covid19.   He then informs them 
about self-Isolation and offer advice etc. 
Malvin is on call 48 hours a week, 8am until 8 Monday to 
Thursday and 4 hours extra on a Friday!! 
Malvin assures all his fellow Mark Brethren that when 
Masonry picks up will certainly alter his hours and     
possibly do weekends to make up his NHS hours. 

WORKING WITH THE NHS  
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Although Mark Mason, Chris Lefevre, was officially  
supposed to be locked down during the past few 
months he checked his health with his GP and carried 
on working as a Police Service Volunteer with    
Humberside Police. He did register for NHS but it 
seems they didn’t want him!!. 
 
He therefore started to work during the lockdown 
with five projects: 
 
1)  Working with the Cyber Crime Team with a   
remit to make people aware of Cyber Crime and 
Scams & reassurance for victims. 
2)  Working with the Humberside Police ‘Locate Team’ for Missing Persons, 
dealing with missing and vulnerable people. 

3)  Working on Road Safety, now and in 
the future, in his capacity as Chairman of 
the local group of IAM Roadsmart.  Being 
part of an organisation of over 100,000 
members making better drivers and     
riders and making our roads safer by   
improving driver and rider skills through 
coaching and education. 

4) Working to protect our countryside, 
now and in the future, in his capacity as 
Chairman of the local branch of The 
Campaign to Protect Rural England 
( CPRE). 
5) Working with others to save    
Hedgehogs throughout East Yorkshire & 
Hull and other wildlife in his capacity as 
Chair (Elect) of Holderness Hedgehog Hospital. 
 
The first two keep him very busy indeed and involved extra training and 3, 4 & 
5 took up most of his other time during the lockdown 

WORKING DURING THE LOCKDOWN  
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MORE PROVINCIAL CHARITY NEWS (RAM LODGE) 
Being in ‘lockdown’ as a couple is bad enough but being in that situation as a widow is even 
worse. Limited access to family and all regular activities such as shopping, going to Church, 
meeting with friends for a cuppa all curtailed. In fact, it must be like being in solitary         
confinement which is used by the Prison Service as a punishment 

As we know from recent publicity this can lead to mental health problems in the older    
generation and this is the last thing anyone wants to happen. 
W. Bro. Kevin Lyons (Worshipful Commander) and W. Bro. Peter Nesbitt (Almoner)     
decided to take action to show all the widows that they were still part of the Mark and RAM 
family and were not forgotten. It was decided that all the widows would receive a hamper 
from Beacon Centenary RAM, not just essentials but some luxury goods such as small bottles 
of wine and chocolates. 
An approach was made to the Co-op Supermarket in North Ferriby and the Manager,     
Mrs. Helen Palmer readily agreed to help and not only prepared the hampers but applied her 
full staff discount, so they contained even more goodies. 
These hampers ensure that the widows of the Lodge, whose late husbands gave so much to 
the order, will not be forgotten and the personal visits to deliver them, although conducted 
on the doorstep, will brighten the day. 

Peter Nesbitt. 

ON THE LIGHTER SIDE 

Left to right – W. Bro. Peter Nesbitt, Helen Palmer (Manager), Kirsty 

(Sales Assistant) and W. Bro. Kevin Lyons. 

Had your hair cut yet Brethren?? 
Edwina is taking bookings for haircuts 
and her husband Trevor Black of the 
Farmers Mark Lodge is happy to take 
your name!! 


