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17th July 2020 
 
Brethren 
 
You will all be aware that the General Suspension of Masonic Activity (GSMA) has been allowed to 
lapse today and those Masonic activities; including holding meetings are allowed to take place. This 
does not mean meetings have to be held, it only means that when the buildings where we hold our 
meetings are Covid-19 compliant with a Covid-19 Risk Assessment in place you can consider holding a 
meeting. The holding of a meeting is entirely up to the members of the lodge to decide, if they feel 
enough of their members will attend the meeting then after today, they can arrange one.  All members 
are free to attend or not, but no one should be pressurised in any way.  
 
My sole and only priority is the welfare of all my members and their families.  Attending meetings has to 
be decided by each individual member, they have to feel safe in the precaution taken by the building 
management committee and the guidance received from their own lodge and those of Provincial and 
Grand Lodge.  Above all they have to be happy and feel safe and confident to attend, taking into 
account their age and health situation. 
 
It may be that some Lodge buildings will not be able to open for some time or members do not feel able 
to attend, even if a meeting is arranged, during this time Virtual meetings will still be an option for their 
lodge. 
 
Further guidance of the resumption of Masonic meetings will be issued shortly by the Grand Secretary. 
 
I sincerely hope brethren that during this very worrying time you will remember the good times you had 
in your Mark and Royal Ark Mariner Lodges and hopefully those memories of being genuinely part of a 
large family, where we all have a unique bond of friendship and fun, will stay with you until more normal 
times are with us again. 
 
I’m well aware that some of you, due to the effect of the financial fallout of the virus, will be going 
through difficult times, especially those who have been made redundant, I can assure you that where 
the Province can assist and depending on the circumstances funds are available to help. 
 
Brethren, I, my fellow Rulers and the Provincial Almoner, W. Bro David Jennings are only a phone call 
away. 
 
Let’s keep the Mark family together and Safe. 
 
Take care and be safe.  
 
Best wishes 

Bob 
Provincial Grand Master 
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