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Mark my Words 

Our Virtual Ladies Night………. 
As mentioned in the last Newsletter, this weekend the PGM wished that a ‘Virtual; Mark 
Ladies Night could be held 
The Provincial Grand Master Bob Clancey said “A Big thank you to all those that attended 
the “Virtual’ Mark Ladies Evening on Saturday. It was a resounding success with many of you 
joining in and sending in your photos.  
It looked like you all enjoyed the evening, hopefully you all had a good meal and danced the 
night away.  
Rose and I thoroughly enjoyed the evening, having homemade “Chinese” Pancake Rolls,   
Peking Duck and Chicken Stir Fry.  
We also enjoyed looking through the photos that were posted of you all having a great time. 
We may be in lockdown but it doesn’t stop us enjoying ourselves.  
Thank you Paul for collating and posting all the photos, Tanya sorry Paul had to miss a few 
dances while he was busy on his iPad.  
Over the last few years Abbot Hugh of Selby has used this dinner dance as their own lodge 
Ladies evening, so it comes as no surprise that they continued to support the evening. I have 
great pleasure therefore to announce that once again Abbot Hugh of Selby had more in   
attendance than any other lodge and have won the bottle of Whiskey and a bouquet of   
flowers, which will be on its way to the Worshipful Master, Bro Bill Chubb’s wife Sandra.  
Don’t forget keep smiling and keep talking”.  
Take care everyone.  
Love Bob & Rose  
 
The challenge was taken up by a large number of Brethren who sent photographs to Paul Barham to 
put on the North and East Mark Facebook site.   Not only did our Brethren from this Province ‘attend’ 
but four Provincial Grand Masters from other Provinces and a Deputy DC from the Province of  
Cheshire joined in and sent their photos in support.      
These entries are now uploaded onto the Facebook page, some are included in the next pages. 
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MARK FACEBOOK SITE INSERTIONS 

Stephen and Jane Priestley with all the Tombola prizes (NOT VIRTUAL) 



MARK FACEBOOK SITE 

R.W. Bro. Mike Whelan and his Lady all the way from Dorset  

R.W.PGM of Northumberland Gordon 

Craigs and his Lady  

The WM Bill of Abbot Hugh of Selby and his 

Lady.  

Three Provincial Grand Masters.R.W.Bro Paul Norman, East Anglia (top).  R.W.Bro 

Tom Quinn London (right) and R.W.Bro Archie Torrance and his Lady from Kent.  
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SUMMER BALL 2019 
 

 

 

 

‘A 

Happy 

Gathering’ 

 

 

 

 

A last word regarding the Mark Summer Ball.  Our last Ball was also won by the Lord Bolton Mark Lodge, this photo-
graph of the happy Brethren and their ladies in 2019. 
Let us all look forward to 2021 Brethren….  
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MORE BANTER FROM THE FACEBOOK SITE 
Who am I?? 

I was born in Hull in 1935 but have always preferred to think I was 

i n v e n t e d  r a t h e r  t h a n  b o r n . 

I attended Sir. Thomas Strattan school aged 5 but was then evacuated 

in, 1941 spending some years with lovely farming family with their son 

my age, sliding down shutes along with grain. Returned home towards 

the end of the war to attend Sir Henry Cooper school before winning 

a scholarship to Boulevard Nautical Collage aged 13 and a half. In 1951 

my father spent a sizable amount and indentured me for 4 years to the 

Bank Line a tramp company and my 1st voyage was 2yrs exactly during 

which voyage I was twice promoted to acting 3rd officer. Following 

that voyage I sailed on a number of ships, again acting as 3rd mate and 

standing bridge watches day and night. Upon completion of my inden-

ture I was taken on by Ellerman's Wilson Line as my Father had been 

promised 4 years earlier. I then continued my career as an officer in the Merchant Navy, eventually becoming a qualified captain sailing all over in many 

ships until this country joined the common market, that fact leaving our massive cargo carrying navy obsolete. From bringing the world's finest products 

from our Commonwealth countries to our shores, we abandoned them for inferior European goods. As our navy declined I came ashore to work for 

the world's largest Swiss cargo superintendents, thus as before never at home as when sailing the world. My accountant informed me of a local Furnish-

ing company in trouble so I retrained myself by attending major woven carpet and upmarket furniture manufacturers at my own expense to learn quality 

methods of manufacture. When I was eventually satisfied I had the knowledge I buying a three story grade 2 listed building and commenced trading only 

quality good, very successfully eventually expanding into buildings either side. Having asked to join masonry when I became a shipmaster, being told at 

that time in my mid twenties that I was too young, I lost all interest even though I had been invited to masonic social functions all over the world, I. E. 

Austra l i a ,  NZ,  USA ,  Med i te r ranean  coun tr i e s ,  the  f a r  ea s t ,  M idd l e  Ea s t ,  P a c i f i c  i s l and s ,  e tc .  e t c . 

Many years later I was invited to lunch by a major world manufacturers head patent manager who eventually turned the conversation to masonry. When 

I told him I had asked many year earlier but been advised against it, he produced the forms and bingo, I would have by now have long since qualified for 

my 50th. So now as a Mason with 19 grand appointments under my belt in 12 masonic orders, I thank the thousands of my colleagues of all ranks for the 

wonderful friendships. Amazingly in all this time I have only come across 2 dishonest masons, yes 2 too many, one of whom stinted two hard earned 

expected grand promotions in one of my favourite orders. So the (convenient room) we are all explained about at our first degree ceremony is there 

for a reason. Who Could It Be?  

 

T@3  

 

 

 

 

‘T@3’ 

 

 

 

 

For many weeks now the Assistant PGM, Paul Barham has put photos on 
the Web Site of Brethren taking tea @ 3 o’clock in the afternoon with  
respect towards the Grand Master and Absent Brethren. 
This important salute has been taken up by many Mark Brethren throughout 
the World and has led to Paul arranging the design of 
our own special tea cups as shown in the photo.  The 
cost of these will be around £10 which will include a   
Charity Donation. Please contact Paul if you are     
interested. 
The PGM of West Yorkshire Jim Steggles is also  taking 
part in this worth csuse. 
This note has been included in the Newsletter to let 
those of you who are not Facebook members have the 
news.  
Many Mark Brethren are enjoying the Banter, News 
and Brotherly cooperation through our Facebook site.  

ONLY 20 MUGS LEFT 



OUR FIRST PROVINCIAL GRAND MASTER INSTALLED IN 1881 

MBF NEWS 

Mark my Words 

A representative of Northumbria Blood Bikes 
(one of 30 such bikes provided by the Mark     
Benevolent Fund) pictured here said,” Towards 
the end of 2019 we discovered that our current 
radio system would no longer be supported so we 
began our mission to find a new one. After pulling 
together a working group of volunteers we started 
looking at new options. We decided upon the 
Wave Radio, the Motorola TLK-100i, as it best fit 
our requirements for dispatching, tracking and two 
way communications. 
We placed the order and were set for delivery 
just as the global pandemic hit, meaning all future 
fundraising events ground to a halt. As we had no 
choice but to change radio systems we knew the 
cost would have a significant impact going forward 
with limited funds coming in. It was such a relief 
and much to our surprise when we heard from 
the Grand Lodge of Mark Master Masons that the 
Mark Benevolent Fund would donate the full cost 
of our new communication system of £23,541. 
This meant we could save the funds we had    
reserved for the new radios for keeping our fleet 
on the road. 
Last weekend we saw the first live on shift use of the new radios and heard nothing but glowing    
reports from the volunteers who have used them so far. It’s a comfort to know that we have fully 
working comms during a time we find ourselves busier than ever. We honestly can’t thank the Mark 
Benevolent Fund enough for their continued support of the Blood Bikes and coming through for our 
charity at this difficult time”. 
Darren W. Coleman-Heald, Charities Manager, Grand Lodge of Mark Master Masons said: “The Mark 
Benevolent Fund and the Grand Lodge of Mark Master Masons are delighted to be able to continue 
the relationship with our Blood Bike 'Family' albeit in these difficult and uncertain times. The service 
provided by them is second to none - always going the extra mile - literally. 
The support provided to Blood Bike organisations by the Mark Benevolent Fund has enabled each of 
them to achieve their goals more quickly than might otherwise have been the case. 
The partnership we have forged with Northumbria Blood Bikes will endure, underlining the Mark 
Benevolent Fund’s commitment to practice charity in its broadest sense. Our members will be delight-
ed and comforted to know that their donations are being used wisely”. 

Mark my Words 
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Brethren. 
Editorial or correspondence 

will be most welcome 

Primary Business Address 
Address Line 2 
Address Line 3 
Address Line 4 

Phone: 555-555-5555 
Fax: 555-555-5555 

Email: someone@example.com 

A note from our Past Mark Provincial Grand Master, R W Bro Eric Gore-Browne.  
“A few years ago, I questioned the validity of an article in ‘Mark my Words’ in respect of John Woodall 
Woodall which was rectified. 
At the time the PGM asked if I had the background to John Woodall Woodall which I said I did not but 
this was not entirely correct. 
Ten years ago, I started to collect data on John Woodall Woodall but it was not in any sensible or 
organised format to be issued.  Over the intervening years I have, as and when l had the interest,   
continued to build on what I had. 
When in the States at the beginning of the year, I started pulling all my data together and the attached 
work is as complete as I need it to be”. 
 
Editor. The complete work of EGB is attached to this Newsletter.  The life of J Woodall Woodall  is 
very interesting especially considering the travelling involved in his life in the mid to late 1800s 

Cheers to our sister Province!! 



 THE LIFE AND TIMES 
 OF JOHN WOODALL WOODALL  

 

Born 1831 Died 1905 John Woodall Woodall was a notable Scarborough Victorian gentleman and philanthropist, a banker, an Alderman, a 
Justice of the Peace and an environmentalist. He was a very high-ranking and distinguished freemason who became the first Provincial Grand 
Master of the newly Consecrated Mark Province of North & East Yorkshire.  
From 1506, the rise of the Woodall family ancestry in Scarborough is in itself interesting and provides more insight but for this story, we start 
with John Woodall. 1830 On the 23 September, John Woodall married Mary Eleanor (nee) Woodall and they resided at 22 Long Room 
Street, Scarborough. This home was later demolished and replaced with 70 St Nicholas Street, Scarborough.  
1831 John Woodall Woodall arrived on the 8 December. Unfortunately, his formative years are unknown but at the age of 13, he was     
enrolled at Rugby School in August 1846. 1850 At the age of 18, he entered Oriel College, Oxford. 1854 He achieved his B.A in Natural   
Sciences. 1855 At the time of the Crimean War, he served as a Captain in the North York Rifle Volunteer Regiment of Militia.  
1856 His Masonic career was exceptional if not outstanding. He was initiated into the Hope Lodge No. 202, Bradford, West Yorkshire on the 
18 February. On the 20 August, he joined the Old Globe Lodge No. 200 (then 236) in Scarborough and appointed their Senior Warden in 
1857. 1859 In March, he was exalted into the Old Globe Chapter No. 200 in Scarborough. 1860 He was Installed as Master in the Old Globe 
Lodge in 1860 and in the same year, he achieved his M.A in Natural Sciences.  
1861His first Masonic office in Yorkshire North & East Ridings was Past Grand Junior Warden was followed by a promotion a year later to 
Past Grand Senior Warden. 1866 On the 6 February, he was advanced into the Minerva Mark Lodge in Hull. Three months later, he was  
promoted Major in the North York Artillery Regiment of Militia. As a partner in the Woodall and Hebden’s bank, he financed the start of the 
construction of Scarborough’s North Bay Pier in that year. The pier had a chequered existence and was destroyed by a storm in 1905.  
The Scarborough Star in the East Mark Lodge No. 95 was consecrated on the 15 November and he was installed as the first Senior Warden 
and then at their installation, the Master.  
1867 J W Woodall was a member of the Geoffroy de Bouillion No 91 Preceptory of Knights Templar which was consecrated in Scarborough 
in April (some 30 years later, the Warrant was sold and all the records for the Preceptory moved to Birkenhead). On the 24 July, he become 
a member of the St Hilda Chapter No. 23, Rose Croix then meeting in Whitby. He later became a member the Ancient Chapter of         
Redemption No. 68 and the Adoniram Chapter No.101 in London.  
During this period, he took a prominent role in the formation of the ‘Charities Association’ within the Province of Yorkshire North & East 
Ridings and held the office of Provincial Grand Treasurer.  
1868 Was a busy year. He became M.E.Z of Old Globe Chapter. He was a Founder of the Dennison Lodge No 1248 in Scarborough and 
became the Mayor of Scarborough. 1869 Invested as the Grand Master Overseer in the Grand Lodge of Mark Master Masons. 1870 He was a 
Founder of Dennison Chapter No. 1248, consecrated on the 21 November. 1871 In July, he achieved the 30th Degree in the Rose Croix. 
1872 For the second time becoming the M.W.S of the St Hilda Chapter No. 23. 1873 He joined the Westminster & Keystone Lodge No. 10 
in London on the 7 March. He became M.E.Z of the Dennison Chapter No. 1248 on the 21 November.  
1874 For the third time becoming the M.W.S of the St Hilda Chapter No. 23. 1876 J. Woodall Woodall is mentioned from time to time as 
the Intendant General for the NE Division of the Red Cross of Constantine however, it would seem that this was an Honorary title. That 
year, he also achieved the 31st Degree in the Rose Croix. 1878 He was a founder of the Leopold Lodge No. 1760 in Scarborough and in 
recognition of his support was elected as an honorary member at that consecration. He became M.E.Z of Old Globe Chapter for a second 
time.  
1879 John Woodall senior died and John Woodall Woodall inherited 70 St Nicholas Street. It is interesting that the 1881 census listed as 
residents, Mary Eleanor Widow, John Woodall Woodall, his two brothers and two sisters, the Cook and Housekeeper, two Lady’s Maids, an 
Upper Housemaid, a Kitchen Maid, an Under Housemaid, a Scullery Maid, a Butler, Footman and a Groom.  
He became M.E.Z of Old Globe Chapter for the third time. 1880 On the 9November, he joined the Apollo University Lodge No. 375 in   
Oxford and received his 32nd Degree in Rose Croix.  
1881 John Woodall Woodall was Invested on the 15 November, the first Provincial Grand Master of the newly constituted 
Mark Province of North & East Yorkshire. He also became the Mayor of Scarborough for the second time.  
Added to all of this, he was appointed the Sub Prior of the Provincial Priory of North & East Yorkshire on the 27 December. 1883 At the 
United Grand Lodge of England Quarterly Communication in the March, he was elected as the Grand Treasurer and for Supreme Grand 
Chapter. On the 24 April, he joined the Agricola Lodge No. 1991 in York (resigning in 1889).  
1884 In July, John Woodall Woodall presided over the first Mark Benevolent Fund festival in his new Province.  
1885 In May, he was chosen as President of the Board of Stewards for the Festival of the Royal Masonic Institute for Boys. 1886 He become 
the Mayor of Scarborough for the third time. 1888 John Woodall Woodall was Installed as the Provincial Prior for North & East Yorkshire in 
the Ancient Ebor Preceptory of Knights Templars at St Saviourgate York on the 19 July. 1889 He was a founder of the Albert Victor Lodge 
No. 2328 in York on the 24 December, resigning on the 30 September 1892.  
1891 On the 2 June, he was appointed the Deputy Lieutenant for the County of Yorkshire – North Riding.  
1894 Woodall approved a design for an exhibition hall to accommodate 5000 people. It was built on the Scarborough Foreshore at the    
bottom of Woodall’s extensive garden's where he previously had had a range of workshops. Woodall's plan was to hold a major sea fisheries 
exhibition. The hall was formally opened in May 1895 by General Sir Evelyn Wood VC, Prime Warden of the Fishmongers' company.  
1896 The Navy Lodge No. 2612 was consecrated on 12 June in London for Brethren connected with the Naval Services. 1897 Woodall 
joined the Navy Lodge on the 28 January as an honorary Sub Lieutenant in the Royal Naval Reserves. In the November, he joined the Lodge 
of Antiquity No. 2 in London and a month later, he was granted the Freedom of the City and became a member of the Shipwrights 
Company.  
1898 Was an eventful year. He joined the La France Lodge No. 2060 in the April and later in the month, the Chapter of St. James No. 2 and 
in the May, the Grafton Lodge No. 2347 all in London.  
The family home, his gardens and the exhibition hall were sold to Scarborough Borough Council and he moved to London to 
reside at 5 Queen’s Mansions, Victoria Street, Westminster. 1901 A census of that year listed Loui Catherine Woodall as his spouse.  
1902 He joined United Chapter No 1629 in London.  
1905 John Woodall Woodall died on the 2 March at 3 Upper Montague Street, Marylebone London leaving an estate amounting to £152,266 
10s 3d.  
There is a painting of John Woodall Woodall in Scarborough Town Hall in naval uniform. The jewel on his left breast is the French award of 
‘Officier de l’institution Publique’ now known as the Order of Academic Palms. Why and when he received this award it is not known but it 
may have been in connection with his many years involved in fishery conservation. He had also been member of the Oxford and Cambridge 
and Royal Societies clubs. He had held Grand rank in the National Great Priory and listed as an honorary member of the Mary Commandery 
No. 36 of Philadelphia and the Apollo Commandery No. 1 of Chicago, United States of America. He had been the Treasurer of the Yorkshire 
College of Rosicrucians, and a member of the Royal Order of Scotland.  
 

Eric R Gore-Browne May 2020   
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