
Firstly, can I thank you all for attending in such good numbers 

to support this Provincial Grand Lodge meeting. It makes me 

feel extremely proud to be your Provincial Grand Master seeing 

this room so full, especially in the present circumstances.  Due 

to the guidelines that we have been asked to adhere to, I have 

been unable to shake the hands of those receiving honours 

today or those supporting today’s meeting. The smile and the 

warm welcome is still there. Thank you all for attending. 

Today brethren, I begin my sixth year as your Provincial Grand 

Master, doesn’t time go quickly when you are having fun. 

Yes, I’m still enjoying myself and that is mainly down to your 

support and encouragement.  The welcome, hospitality and 

fellowship that I and my fellow Rulers receive from you when 

we visit your lodges is very much appreciated and on behalf of 

the three us, I thank you all. 

From the very first day I was installed as your Provincial Grand 

Master I have promoted the three E’s – Enjoyment, Enjoyment 

and Enjoyment.  I believe that is the best way our Order can 

grow and flourish.  If you fully enjoy Mark Masonry, enjoy it to 

the fullest and have Fun, that message will eventually filter 

down to the Craft brethren who are not Mark Men. Having 

enjoyment and fun does not mean that the ceremony should 

suffer though. We have a very meaningful and unique 

ceremony, which encompasses, rejection, acknowledgement of 

a skill and humour, the ceremony should be delivered to the 

best of our ability, without books if at all possible.  

At the last meeting of St. Peters Mark Lodge, a discussion took 

place about recruiting new members. W.Bro. Bob Burrows, who 

has today received a First Appointment, asked the brethren to 

write down the names of those in their Craft lodge who were 

not Mark Men, some had well over ten names. He then said 

now that you have the list ask them to join the Mark.  If they say 

no, the time may not be right for them, ask them again in a few 



months or the following year. It’s as simple as that brethren, 

please ask the question, the answer may just be, Yes, of 

course I will, nobody’s asked me before. 

 

We all have to be proactive in promoting the Mark, tell the Craft 

brethren of the enjoyment we all have, the Social side of the 

Mark, the very real feeling that we are part of a Mark family, a 

family that spreads across the country, as you can see from the 

great number of PGM’s attending today, our extended family 

has come to visit. 

 

As I say brethren, I want you to promote the Mark but not at the 

expense of any other Order, please don’t decry the other 

Orders in Freemasonry.  They all play a vital role and add to 

the jigsaw and colourful tapestry of freemasonry. I firmly believe 

that a Craft brother should be free to join what he wants, when 

he wants and not be unduly pressurised in to joining anything, 

especially the younger men.  He must be allowed to settle into 

craft masonry for at least a year or two.  I also firmly believe 

that if all the orders of freemasonry work together for the 

common good it will benefit us all. There is one pond we all fish 

in to recruit our members, the Craft.  Please support the craft, a 

strong and growing craft membership is good for all of us. 

Our recruiting efforts have yet again been spearheaded by 

V.W.Bro David Crofts, a Past Deputy PGM, he and his team do 

an excellent job of presenting the “Mark meets the Craft” 

evenings. The success rate in converting the craft brethren to 

Mark Men has been truly amazing. Thank you, David and your 

team.  I must add, that these presentation evenings are not just 

a filler when you don’t have anything else on the agenda. 

These nights have to be well planned; the lodge has to make 

sure that there are a good number of Craft brethren in 

attendance.  The success of recruitment is also about chasing 



the craft brethren after the evening, ask them what they thought 

about the presentation, ask the question,  are they going to join.  

A successful evening is all down to the members of the Lodge. 

 

The Recruitment, Retention and Re-invigoration team, 

overseen by the Assistant Provincial Grand Master, W.Bro Paul 

Barham and chaired by W.Bro Mike Collinson will, over the 

coming months be rolling out initiatives to further promote the 

Mark and the Royal Ark Mariners,  hopefully this will help us 

grow in numbers.   

Visual evidence of their work can be seen by the pop-up 

banners that are on display around the racecourse today.  It is 

hoped that these banners will be displayed around the province 

in the not too distant future.  

Recruiting is vitally important but so is retention.  We need to 

retain the members we have. The Lodge Almoner plays a vital 

role in this respect. To my mind he holds one of the most 

important offices in the lodge. We have many experienced and 

hard-working Almoners in the province, who give very in-depth 

reports about our sick and ill brethren and their families. They 

should also make themselves aware of the brethren who are 

not attending lodges, are they ill, are they finding it hard to get 

to lodge meetings, has someone in the lodge upset them. A 

phone call from the lodge almoner could make all the difference 

between a resignation or the member returning to the fold. I ask 

all lodge almoners to formulate a plan of action so they know 

exactly why a brother is not attending, and if so can the lodge 

or the province help in any way.  I would ask the lodge almoner 

to work with the Worshipful Master, the lodge secretary and the 

lodge DC, to formulate a plan of action, it does not have to be 

solely on the shoulders of the almoner. Work together as a 

team.  



The Provincial Almoner, W.Bro David Jennings, is available to 

you for any help or guidance. I would also ask all the lodge 

Almoners to please make every effort to attend David’s 

Almoners workshop when he next arranges one. 

 

Can I also stress that resignations will not be accepted until I 

have been notified and in most cases spoken to the brother in 

question to ascertain the reason. 

The year has certainly been a full one, we have had the honour 

of holding the GMLOI, here in this very room, where I was the 

President of the Festival. Four of our brethren  joined the Grand 

Lodge team that day, W.Bro’s David Anderson, Duncan 

Kilbride, Bob Stannard and Graham Fenwick.  A great day of 

Mark and Royal Ark Mariners ritual and I do thank all who were 

able to attend.  

We also had a visit from the Provincial Grand Secretaries 

Lodge, holding their meeting at Beverly Road Hull.  The Grand 

Secretary, R.W.Bro. Ryan Williams gave an update on the work 

at MMH. 

During the year we have also presented two 50 year 

Certificates, 

One to V.W.Bro Frank Woolgrove, a Past DPGM, Frank we had 

a super night.  Frank also received a promotion to PGMO for 

his services to the Mark. 

W.Bro John Joy, also received his 50 year certificate a couple 

of weeks ago but, because of his health problems I along with 

my co Rulers and members of his lodge went to his home in 

Selby to present it.  John, although unwell, had a very 

enjoyable time. He was so pleased he presented me with a 

cheque for £500, £10 for every year in the Mark, which went to 

the Provincial Charity. 



The year has also seen a change in the secretariat.  W.Bro Bill 

Glanville, the Provincial Secretary deciding to take up the same 

role in the Craft.  Bill, I wish you well in your new role and thank 

you for all that you have done for the Mark.  Bill’s, support of 

the Mark still continues brethren, he is one of the leading lights 

of Beverlac Lodge, he’s also the Scribe of my RAM lodge, 

Beacon Centenary, and of course we talk regularly on the 

phone.  

Bills, departure meant that W.Bro Geoff Nicholson moved up to 

take on the role as Provincial Secretary, Allan Williams moved 

up to Deputy and Duncan Kilbride came into the team as 

Assistant.  Geoff, you have done a tremendous job since taking 

over, thank you for all the commitment and dedication you have 

shown over the last few months. My thanks also go to Allan and 

Duncan for all the work they do.  Especially in organising 

today’s meeting. 

 

One of our Assistant Provincial Grand Director of Ceremonies, 

W.Bro Jon Smith stepped down from office, your swansong 

Jon.  Thank you for all the commitment and dedication you 

have shown over the last few years, as you keep saying make 

sure you smile. Jon I wish you well and congratulate you on 

becoming the Deputy Grand Superintendent of the Holy Royal 

Arch and I look forward to  forming a strong bond between our 

two orders.  

Last June I had the pleasure of witnessing six of our brethren 

receiving honours at the Investiture meeting in London. Will you 

please stand when your name is read. Promoted to PGJO’s, 

V.W.Bro’s Clive Copley and Tony Burke, to PGSD, W.Bro Ron 

Campbell. First appointments to Grand Steward, W.Bro Ling 

Yu, PAGDC W.Bro Geoff Nicholson, PAGSwdB W.Bro Wilf 

Elliott, PGStdB W.Bro Mike Jeffery. Congratulations, well 



deserved, I’m sure you would like to congratulate these 

brethren. 

The Annual Royal Ark Mariner Assembly held once more at the 

Spa in Scarborough witnessed eight of our brethren receiving a 

promotion to RAMProvGR and the announcement that two of 

our brethren, W.Bro’s Graham Fenwick and Rollo Smallwood, 

would receive the high rank of RAMGR.  It was also the first 

ever presentation of the PGM Distinguished Service Award, 

W.Bro’s Ian Murdoch and Reg Marton receiving their jewel to 

loud applause, which left both very emotional. 

To the retiring provincial team, I thank you for your dedication 

and commitment you have given over the last year and also for 

your support of the Provincial Social events.  Some of you are 

staying in office, some I’m sure will return to the Active 

provincial team in years to come. My thanks to you all. 

 

To the team I have just appointed and to those I have promoted 

I congratulate you on your preferment and we look forward to 

your company in the coming year. Whether you are an active 

officer, a first appointment, promoted or retiring officer of the 

year, you all are still very much part of the team. Being part of 

that team brings certain responsibilities, to support the 

meetings that my fellow Rulers and I attend, to support the 

social events to the best of your ability and more importantly 

promote the Mark at every opportunity.  

Due to unforeseen circumstances the incoming and outgoing 

officer’s dinner this year has been postponed. Please use the 

Mark Ladies evening, to be held here at York Racecourse on 

the 2nd May, as your officer’s dinner. 

My thanks to the Provincial Social committee for the work they 

do. Given the present circumstances all social events will be 

monitored and reviewed. 



The Secretariat have done a tremendous job of organising 

today meeting, with the ever-changing numbers and 

cancellations, especially in the last few days. Well done to you 

all. 

To the Director of Ceremonies team, under the watchful eye of 

the Provincial Grand Director of Ceremonies W.Bro Ron 

Campbell, thank you all for your ceremonial today. 

 

I believe that we all hold the Mark very close to our hearts, we 

enjoy what we do, and we do feel like a family.  For that family 

to succeed and go on to bigger and better things in the future, 

as we all want for our families. We need to redouble our efforts 

to attract new members.  Over the last five years we have 

stayed at around 753 members,  we are doing ok!  given the 

unfortunate deaths of too many of our brethren and some 

resignations,. but we need to do better than OK.  We are only 

the custodians of the Mark, we need to make sure it’s here for 

future generations.  Looking round I can see that most probably 

the next PGM is sitting in this room, more likely the next two 

PGM’s are sitting here but the one after them is probably not a 

Mark man yet, he may not be even a Mason.  You’ve all got a 

job to do, go out and find him. 

Brethren, thank you for your very kind attention to this address. 

May the Great Overseer of the Universe keep a watchful eye 

over all of you.  

 

Take care and be Safe. 

 

  

 



 


