
 

• The Newsletter for the 
Mark and Royal Ark 

Mariner Degrees 

• Features on Social 

Events 

• Chit-chat around the 

Province 

• Readers letters 

• News from Lodges 

• Members contributions 

• Jokes 

. 

 July 2019 Volume 2 Issue 20 

Mark my Words 

A Secretarial Change....... 
At the Installation meeting of John Ashton 
Wade Lodge of Installed Mark Master   
Masons on 22nd July the Provincial Grand 
Master R.W. Bro. Bob Clancey opened the 
Provincial Grand Lodge  before the       
Installation of  the Master Elect W. Bro. 
David Collingwood. He then  Invested   
W. Bro. Geoff Nicholson as the           
Provincial Grand Secretary (current    
Deputy), W. Bro. Allan Williams as Deputy 
Grand Secretary (currently Assistant) and       
promoted W. Bro. Duncan Kilbride from 
the Abbot Hugh of Selby Lodge as          
Assistant Grand Secretary. 
The Promotions had been necessary        
following the Prov. Secretary W. Bro. Bill 
Glanville’s acceptance of the position of 
Prov. Grand Secretary of the Craft. 
The PGM said “I’m sure you would want to 
join me, the other rulers and members of the Mark Executive in wishing Bill well 
for the future and congratulating him on his new position. On a personal note I 
would like to thank him for all of his work within the Mark Secretariat and espe-
cially as Provincial Secretary for the past few years. Although I will be sad to see 
him go, I fully understand and appreciate his decision, but look forward to his con-
tinued support of our Mark Order in the    future.   So to the future we must look 
Brethren, I’m sure the new Secretariat team will continue to work hard for the 
Province. I congratulate them on their respective and individual preferments and 

look forward to working closely with them for the foreseeable future”. 
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THE 

NEWSLETTER OF 

THE “FRIENDLY 

DEGREE” 

Early this year the Minerva Lodge of Mark Master Masons No.12TI, launched is own web 
page in order to make known to our Craft Brethren the opportunity open to them in   
expanding their Masonic knowledge, since then it has also launched its own Facebook and 
Twitter pages. 
 
Like all newly advanced Brethren in the Mark degree, all three pages have their own mark 
in the form of a QR code, which can be scanned by the recipient using their phone to take 
them directly to any of the three pages depending which code they are scanning at the 
time.  
 
They might be the second oldest Mark Lodge in the world but are not afraid of trying to 
keep up with modern forms of communication. Refer to www.minerva12ti.org you can also 
search for @MinervaMark12TI on Facebook, or Minerva12ti on twitter.  

A PROGRESSIVE LODGE 

W.Bro. Geoff Nicholson Prov. Grand Sec. with  
W.Bro. Bill Glanville our Past Prov. Grand Secretary 
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A HIGH LEVEL “THANK YOU” FROM THE ROYAL NAVY 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

‘For 

Our 

Young 

People’ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

At the recent awards parade at TS Iron Duke in Hull Vice Admiral R. G. Cooling CB, past Commander of 
the carrier HMS Illustrious and former Assistant Chief of the Naval Staff and Chief of Staff to NATO high 
command paid tribute to the Mark Provincial Charity Committee. 
Thanking them for the donation which has enabled six cadets to experience time at sea with the Royal 
Navy training ship he said. “Thank you for all you have done. These young people are our future”. 

Never a truer word was said 

Peter Nesbitt 

Our Provincial Charity Steward Stephen 
Hawkes is trying to help W.Bro. Ernie 
McGeagh to sell  a garden pond. 
 
The pond is an Atlantis “Oxford”     Glass 
fibre pond sold by Lotus Water  Gardens.  
Capacity is 2,599 litres (550 gallons) and is 
approximately 11 ft X 8 ft and is 3 ft deep. 
It comes with pump, Filter box and UV 
light unit with a small cascade. 
 
Originally bought in 2006 the pond is in 
excellent condition and comes with the 
manufacturers installation instructions. 
 
The Pond is ready for collection from 
Hornsea and is not particularly heavy, but 
is obviously bulky. 

Anyone interested should contact Stephen at provcharstwd@neyorksmark.com  

Vice Admiral Cooling CB and W.Bro. Peter Nesbitt PPGSO  

with the Cadets who have been chosen for the trip 

FOR SALE  
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Having just been installed as the Worshipful Commander of the Hull RAM in January 
W. Bro. Jeff Gillyon was presented with the Travelling Porphyry Stone from the WC 
of St Peter’s RAM. W. Bro S. Brian Flint, under the new Rules applied to the         
Porphyry stone. 
 
Their next meeting is on 30th July at 6.30 pm  at the Masonic Hall   Sutton, Hull. 
 
WORSHIPFUL COMANDERS; 
Please go and visit the Hull RAM Brethren and claim the Stone, under the 
new rules if you are successful you can take the Stone to another Lodge 
and enjoy another night out with fellow RAM Brethren.                              

G Dudley, Organisor.    
 

RAM NEWS  

 

 
 

‘Please 

Make 
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Claim’ 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

‘A 

Veteran 

In 

Need 

Of 

Help’ 
 

 

PROVINCIAL CHARITY AT WORK 
We buy our raffle tickets; we make donations and then at the Provincial Charity meeting they turn them in to 
grants for worthy causes.  But rather than let the donations become a memory I thought you would like to know 
about just one important charity we have helped this year. 
Post Traumatic Stress Disorder is not yet fully understood, it can manifest itself immediately or it can catch up 
with someone who has witnessed the horrors of combat months or even years later. All combat troops are 
taught to ‘man up’ and deal with any situation and many of them thought it wimpish to suffer from something like 
this. The fact of the matter is, you don’t have a choice, if you suffer from it that’s it! 
The effects of this mental condition take many forms. In extreme cases it can lead to suicide (there were four in 
Hull alone last year), or it will lead to substance and alcohol abuse which is a downward slope to losing           
self-respect, home and family and ending up on the streets. 
In 2012 David Bragg, who had spent his life in the Royal Air Force noticed that there was a big gap in the care  
ex service personnel receive when they are discharged in relation to PTSD. Many were slipping through the net 
and being discharged either with the complaint or developing it later in life. 
He got together with three other colleagues and started Hull Veterans, a charity designed to help those who had 
not been diagnosed and whose lives had taken a downward turn. It was hard going at first with the four using 
their own money to get started; one of them even selling a valuable and much treasured military watch to raise 
money. Starting in a council ‘starter office’ in a complex in Hull they began the process of finding some way to 
help these people, lobbying various organizations who should be in the chain of recovery for those with PTSD. 
As the charity grew, they moved out of council premises and moved into a vacant pub which was cheaper and 
gave them more room. By now they had gathered a network of ex-service personnel as volunteers and had 
enough help to start an emergency 24 hours help line. It was then that they came to the notice of Humberside 
Police, due to an officer who had served in the military calling in for a cup of tea. He recognized the valuable 
contribution they were making and arranged for a liaison between the Police and Hull Veterans so that officers 
finding an ex serviceman sleeping rough could contact the charity. Similarly, if a veteran was arrested for a minor 
offence and was obviously a PTSD sufferer then Hull Veterans would be contacted, and the prisoner released to 
their care for treatment and after care. A liaison was also formed with Hull Prison to collect suffers who had 
been sentenced to imprisonment for minor offences and get them in to the system on their release. 
How bad can PTSD be? 
They have one case of a veteran who had served in Afghanistan and who had barricaded himself into a local 
churchyard and was defending it, receiving messages from his RSM on a non-existent radio. Again, Veterans  
Support, veteran to veteran was able to help. 
The rescue process is a simple ladder, any veteran in need of help is picked up, given a shower and clean clothes 
and found accommodation. Their part of the deal is that they must accept the psychological help which is avail-
able and all the assistance back to a normal life such as job opportunities etc. 
Thanks to a lot of voluntary help, hard work and money from organisations like the Mark the charity is now 
flourishing.  They have more volunteers and are now able to fund six houses which accommodate the thirty four 
veterans currently under their care. 
This is, however, only the tip of the iceberg and the charity will have to grow bigger, which it will with help from 
the generosity of charities like the Mark Provincial Charity Fund. 
They are, indeed, very grateful for the grant which we gave them and send their thanks to everyone involved in 
the process. 
So remember brethren, when a lodge sends its donation to the Provincial Charity Fund the money is going to a 
host of charities, all vetted and worthy or out money. Long may it continue! 

Peter Nesbitt PPGJO 
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MARK BENEVOLENT FUND NEWS 
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‘A 

Fabulous 

Effort’ 

 

 

Oscar’s Happy Feet are Dancing to a New Tune!  
This is Oscar Grainger with his family at the Masonic Hall in       
Paignton.  
R.W.Bro. Peter Balsom, Provincial Grand Master for Devonshire 
and his Executive, along with W.Bro. Darren Coleman-Heald, 
P.A.G.D.C., Charities Manager at Mark Masons’ Hall, were         
representing the Mark Benevolent Fund, to present a cheque for 
£6,000, giving Oscar the final piece of the jigsaw to allow him to 
have his life changing operation and support him in his rehabilitation.  
At 18 months Oscar was diagnosed with Spastic Diplegic Cerebral 
Palsy. This means Oscar has increased muscle tone in his legs which 
causes stiffness and difficulty with movement, coordination and   
balance.  
He uses specialised equipment and has daily physio to help him become more independent.      
It was advised that Oscar is a good candidate for a procedure called Selective Dorsal Rhizotomy 
(SDR). Without this life changing surgery Oscar will most likely need more invasive surgery as 
he grows, and he could lose more of his independence.  
Since Oscar’s parents started the campaign in April 2018, NHS England have made the decision 
to fund the SDR operation and some post op physiotherapy.  
We wish Oscar every success with the operation in June and the MBF will be keeping us up to 
date with his progress.  

Issued from the Charities Office Mark Masons’ Hall 31.05.2019 https://markmasonshall.org/  
________________________________________________ 
 

The Sussex MBF Festival has celebrated 
a huge success after 10 years of Charity 
effort. 
A contingent of 43 (Brethren and    
Partners) from North and East       
Yorkshire travelled down to Brighton to          
represent our Province and support the 
MBF Festival and were rewarded with 
an excellent evening of dining and    
dancing. 
This magnificent Festival raised a fabulous total of £1,357,663 for the MBF.  

The Mark Province of Kent invites you to the 152nd Annual Festival in 
the Garden of England on 13th June 2020. 
 

This Festival will celebrate the culmination of more than seven years of       
fundraising for the Mark Benevolent Fund, both in Kent and beyond. 
 

During the day of the Festival you are welcome to take part in a range 
of planned activities around Canterbury, details of which can be found 
within the booking pack. 
 

The Festival Results & Gala Dinner evening itself will be a wonderful 
showcase of everything that is great about the Garden of England. It will 
commence with welcome drinks and entertainment from 6.00pm. A 
superb Four-course Kentish Banquet, including wine, will be served at 
7.00pm. After the Festival Result has been announced by the Grand      
Secretary, you will be entertained by an internationally renowned    
cabaret and 18-pieced Showband. 
 

Please contact the Provincial Grand Secretary for further details and join in the fun with the rest of the North and 
East Province Mark Masons and their Partners. 

THE NEXT MBF FESTIVAL 
 

 

 

 

 

‘Looking 

Forward 
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Next 

Year’ 
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The results of the latest Draw for the Mark Keystone Club is as follows…. 
 
£100 each is to be awarded to: 

P. Fawcett  Alverton 
W.Dodsworth  Fitzwilliam 
D. Lloyd-Williams Fitzwilliam 
M. Walker  St Peter’s 

 
Remember Brethren you have to be in it to win it!!!   See your Lodge Keystone Brother and get your name in the 

Draw. 

KEYSTONE DRAW  
 

‘In 

It 

To 

Win 

It’ 
 

 

‘Charity 

In 

Our 

Province’ 
 

BREAKING NEWS 
Brethren.  Fantastic news. !!   
The MBF have just advised us that they have granted over 
£32,000 to the Yorkshire Air Ambulance for a rapid response 
vehicle.  
A great result for our Province and excellent use of your   
donations to the MBF. Just shows you that all the hard work 
we do in raising funds to donate to the MBF - pays off in the 
end. You should feel proud !!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

‘Brethren 

And 

Their 

Ladies 

In 

Action’ 
 

 

PICKERING SUMMER FAYRE 2019 

A few photo’s of the  
families enjoying the   
recent Mark Summer 
Fayre at Pickering. 
The hard working Lodge 
Brethren and their ladies 
raised a magnificent 
£6,080 for their Lodge 
Charities. 
Well done to all. 
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And finally……... Mark my Words 

NEWS FROM THE PAST 
. 

Mark my Words 

Brethren. 
Editorial or correspondence 

will be most welcome 

Editor 
G. J. Dudley 
3 Bry Hills 

Seamer 
Scarborough 

North Yorkshire 
YO12 4QQ 

Phone: 01723 863374 
or 07795 244383 

E-mail: gordon@gdudley.com 

Your Mark Newsletter was launched in 14 years ago in January 2005.  These are just two of the 
entries from the first editions for your interest..... 

W.Bro Chris Tindall pictured at Grand Lodge with his 
new Grand Mark regalia "case"....(a Tindall's Butchers 
plastic carrier bag) presented to him at great expense 
by the APGM during the Sykes Lodge Installation  
Festive Board! With the presentation came a challenge 
from the APGM, (V.W.Bro David Crofts) namely for Chris 
to take the bag to Grand Lodge and be photographed 
with it in return for a   donation to the Lodge Charity 
Fund. Mark My Words 
can report that both 
sides of the challenge 
have been honoured 
along with some free 
advertising for the   
Driffield based empo-
rium! 

The brethren of the Royal Ark Mariners Lodges within 
our Province are to have their first Annual          
Convocation.  The meeting will be primarily to     
celebrate this lovely order and to invest eight of their 
brethren with promotions to RAM  Provincial Grand 
Rank of the year. 
This Investiture follows on from previous years when 
especial meetings of R.A.M. Lodges have been held at 
the Masonic Lodge in Scarborough followed by   
luncheon with the ladies at the nearby Royal Hotel 
being an integral part of the day. 
The members attending will be treated to pieces of 
ritual which are not usually heard in Lodges.  The 
Gopher Wood address will be given by the  V.W.Bro. 
Francis George Woolgrove Deputy Provincial Grand 
Master and members of the two host Lodges will 
share the delivery of the Tracing Board.   

CAPTION 

ANNUAL GOLF COMPETITION 

Brethren.  An opportunity to say    

goodbye to our Provincial Grand     

Secretary by presenting him with an 

appropriate Caption to this photograph 

taken at the Summer Fayre at Pickering 

a few days ago....... 

 

Captions to the Editor please, I’m    

expecting a flood of entries Brethren!!! 

Keep them clean..... 

At the March Convocation 

next year the PGM will  
install these two Brethren in 

senior positions in our  
Province: 

PROVINCIAL  
SENIOR WARDEN 

 

Peter Nesbitt of Beverlac 

Keystone Mark Lodge 281  

 
PROVINCIAL 

JUNIOR WARDEN 
Trevor Black of Farmers  

Lodge of MMM 1784 

A group of happy Golfers showing off their prizes following a day’s Golf in the Provincial 
Golf Tournament at the Four Oaks Golf Club, Aughton, York on 2nd July. 
 

John Owen Price Salve  John Wilson 
Rose Bowl   Steve Buffoni 
Edgar Dacre Gofton Cup  Tony Calvert 
Nearest the Pin   Andy Pittaway 
Longest Drive   Chris Bird 
George Cooper Shield  Colin Black (non Mark man) 
Harry Thompson Cup.  Best Team, Brough.   Tony Calvert, Steve Bisby, Mel Harmer 
and John Wilson 



Scarborough TEC 
Filey Road 

Scarborough, 
North Yorkshire, 

YO11 3AZ  

Mark Province of North and East Yorkshire 
 

Mark Social Committee event 

You are invited to sample the finest 

international cuisine from some of the 

UK’s most promising chefs and up-and-

coming front-of house talent in the 

new facilities at the Nineteen 09      

Restaurant at the Scarborough     

Technical College. 

We have planned a three course meal with 
hors d’oeuvres and Petit fours for a maximum 
of 50 diners to test the skills and abilities of 

these up and coming Chefs. 
 
There is also the added interest of a visit to 
see the new Kitchens and the Students in   

action during the evening. 

The date is 17th October 2019,  7.00 for 7.30 pm and the cost is £25,00 pp. 
Dress will be Dinner Jacket for the males and appropriate dress for our ladies. 

To;  Gordon Dudley, 3 Bry Hills, Seamer, Scarborough. YO12 4QQ.   Tel 01723 863374    
email,  gordon@gdudley.com 
 

Please book         meals for the Gourmet Evening at the Scarborough Tech College on 17th October at  £25,00 per person for 
 
 
Name………………………………………………………………………………… 
 
Name………………………………………………………………………………… 
 
Special dietary requirements…………………………………………… Vegetarian option…………………………… 
 
I enclose my cheque for ……………..made payable to `The Mark Social Committee` 
 
I would like to sit with………………………………………………………………………….. If possible. 

New Kitchen and facilities 

New Reception area 

New Bar area 
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