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                                                           DERBYSHIRE  
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                                                               DURHAM  
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                                                       WEST LANCASHIRE 
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                                                                 ESSEX 
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                                                       BUCKINGHAMSHIRE 

PGM                                   RW Bro           David Edmund Tremaine 

                                                                DORSET 

PGM                                  RW Bro              Michael Whelan 

                                                         EAST LANCASHIRE  

PGM                              RW Bro              Alexander S. McLaren 
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PG Driver                       Bro                    Alex Cummins 

                                                           ISLE OF MAN 

PGM                              RW Bro               Kenneth Martin Blackburn 

                                                    NORTHANTS AND HUNTS  

PGM                              RW Bro                 Robert Andrew Stokes  

PG Sec.                        W Bro                    J. David Sowerby 

Dep PG Sec.                W. Bro                  W.E. Des Hinshelwood  

 

 



                                                               WARWICKSHIRE 

PGM                              RW Bro               Philip Wills  

Past Dep PGM              VW Bro              Derek John Griffin                  P.G.J.O.          

                                                 LEICESTERSHIRE AND RUTLAND  

Dep. PGM                      W Bro              Donald A. Peacock                   P. A.G.D.C. 

PG Registrar                 W. Bro             Terry A. Weston                      P.A.G.D.C. 

PGSwdB                       W. Bro              Richard W. J. Spicer 

                                                             NORTH WALES 

Dep.PGM                      VW Bro            Peter Gordon Watkin             P.G.J.O. 

PAGDC                         W.Bro               Brian Popplewell 

                               GLOUCESTERSHIRE AND HEREFORDSHIRE 

PGDC                           W. Bro               Brian Percival Gargett            P.G.J.D. 

 

                                                   HEADS OF ORDERS  

Craft  - North and East Ridings  

Dep. PGM                        William Henry Fisher 

Past Assist. PGM            Thomas Henry Wood  

Chapter – North and East Ridings  

Past 3rd G. Prin.               Anthony Burke 

Red Cross of Constantine  - North and East Yorkshire  

Dep. Int. General                 Neil Webster 

Past Int. General                  David G. Fox 

Past Dep. Int. General         Geoffrey Butler 

Div. Recorder                         Graham R. Wanless 

Royal and Select Masters 

Dep. Dist. GM                            J. Stephen Priestley 

Dist. GP Cond. Of Works         Thomas Spinks      

Allied Masonic Degree  

Past Dep. Dist. G.Prefect            Philip C. Ellenor  

Order of the Secret Monitor  

PG Sup. Ruler                               Graham H. Fenwick 

Dep. PG Sup.Ruler                       Dennis Slights 



Scarlet Cord  

PG Summus                                  Christopher N. Barker 

Assist. PG Summus                     J. Stephen Priestley 

The Operatives 

Dep Grand Master Mason and Senior Past Master 6
th

 Degree          Graham H. Fenwick 7
th
 Degree 

Dep. Grand Master Mason 7
th

 Degree               David G. Fox 

Dep. Grand Master Mason 7
th

 Degree               Gordon F. Setterfield 

Knights Templar Priest  

Past Grand Superintendant District 1                David H.W. Scott 

Royal Order of Scotland  

Dep. PGM                                   Eric D. Brown 

SRIA 

Past Suffragan                            Philip C. Ellenor 

 

                                                          MEETING 

The Brethren were assembled in the Lodge at 10.45 am to receive the Host Lodge Banners and 

Worshipful Masters followed by the Heads of other orders and the Right Worshipful Brethren of 

Grand Mark Lodge. 

The Right Worshipful Provincial Grand Master, escorted by the Deputy Provincial Grand Master, 

the Assistant  Provincial Grand Master, the Past Deputy Provincial Grand Masters and Officers of 

Provincial Grand Lodge then entered Provincial Grand Mark Lodge in procession. 

Opening 

The opening hymn was sung after which Provincial Grand Mark Lodge was opened in due form at 

11.00am.  

Royal Ark Mariner Delegation 

It was announced that a delegation of Royal Ark Mariner’s sought permission to enter and were 

welcomed into Provincial Grand Mark Lodge by the Right Worshipful Provincial Grand Master. 

Salutations 

The Provincial Grand Master, the Deputy Provincial Grand Master, the Assistant Provincial Grand 

Master, and the Right Worshipful Brethren of Grand Mark Lodge were then saluted in due form. 

Welcome by the Host Lodges 

W Bro Allen welcomed the Provincial Grand Master and Brethren on behalf of the Host Lodges. 

Welcome by the Provincial Grand Master 

The Provincial Grand Master then welcomed the Distinguished Guests and the Heads of Other 

Orders as previously announced. 

 



Obituaries 

Given by the Assistant Provincial Grand Master 

Brethren 

Since our last meeting 12 months ago, the Great Overseer of the Universe has called 16 of our 

brethren to a greater service above. All of the these brethren were valued members and gave 

much to our order, they will all be sadly missed by their Families, Friends, Lodges and Mark 

Masonry in general but I’m sure they will all be warmly remembered. 

I shall read their Names and Lodges, after which the Provincial Grand Chaplain will offer a prayer 

of remembrance followed by the Provincial Grand Organist who will play one verse of the memorial 

Hymn.  

 Obituaries   10th March 2017  - 10th March 2018 

09/03/17            David Martin Peel           Cleveland 1040 

10/05/17            Maxwell Gold                  St Andrew 1130 

14/05/17            Andrew Wainwright         Farmers  1784 

23/05/17            Keith Hoggard                 St Andrew  1130 

13/06/17            George Molland        St Andrew  1130 

23/08/17            Ardashes Melemendjian  St Peters 1008 

29/08/17            Allan Jolly          Abbot Hugh Selby 1640 

29/08/17            Alexander Jones               Lord Bolton  785 

31/08/17            Peter Haire                        Beverlac 281 

01/09/18            Alan Metcalfe                    Humber 182 

05/10/17            George Taylor                   De La Pole 329 

07/10/17            Denis Bowlby                    York Ti 

28/11/17            Peter Powell                      De La Pole 329 

28/11/17            Kenneth Carr                     Cleveland 1040 

27/01/18            Edward Mosley                  Cleveland 1040 

23/02/18            Christopher Storie              Beverlac 281 

The Provincial Chaplain W.Bro Hatton then gave a prayer and the brethren stood 
in silence whilst the Provincial Organist played solemn music. 
 
Roll of Officers 
 
The Provincial Grand Registrar W.Bro Tom Spinks, confirmed the attendance of 
all the Provincial Officers. 
 
Roll of Lodges 
 
The Provincial Grand Registrar W.Bro Tom Spinks confirmed that all the Lodges 
in the Province were well represented. 
 
Further Correspondence 

The Provincial Grand Secretary confirmed that there was no further 

correspondence to bring before Provincial Grand Lodge but he had received 

apologises for absence from many distinguished quests and many of the Mark 

Master Masons of this Province who were unable to attend and had sent their 

best wishes to the Provincial Grand Master. 

 
 

    



     Minutes 

The Provincial Grand Secretary confirmed that there had been no additions or amendments to the 

minutes of the meeting held on the 11th March, 2017. 

W.Bro David Kirkham, Provincial Grand Senior Warden proposed and W.Bro Alan Hatfield 

Provincial Grand Junior Warden  seconded,  that the Minutes of the Annual Convocation held on 

Saturday 11th March, 2017 open for inspection on the Secretaries table prior to this meeting and 

having been circulated, be adopted. The proposition was carried. 

 

Report of the Provincial Grand Secretary. 

Right Worshipful Provincial Grand Master and Brethren, it gives me great pleasure to submit my 

first Convocation report and to report to you, that this Province is in good heart.  

The Grand Officers and Active Provincial Officers of the year have all supported the rulers well, 

travelling many miles throughout the Province, to both Installations and team visits with 

commitment and enthusiasm. 

Members of the Provincial Executive have once again represented the Province of North and East 

Yorkshire across the country at other Provincial Annual Meetings, to the North in Northumberland, 

the West in North Wales and as far South as Essex, then across the water to Spain. It is always a 

pleasant and enjoyable experience being invited to and taking part in other Province’s Annual 

Meetings, those who have been able to visit, although sometimes having considerable distances to 

travel, have done so not only to show support for the Province concerned but also to promote the 

good feeling and strong relationships we have in our province, with friends throughout the country.  

W.Bro Tom Spinks, our registrar tells me that we have currently, 747 members, with a total of 1073 

memberships. This is a very slight drop in membership during the past year. Although slightly 

disappointing, the figures take into consideration 22 passings together with a number of 

resignations and exclusions. On a positive note, during the same period 46 new members have 

been advanced, 43 have joined other lodges and 5 past members have rejoined the order. These 

additions make good reading, as other orders, mainly Craft and Chapter have shown a worrying 

decline in membership. Obviously in the long term this may have an effect on our order, but at this 

stage we must keep up the good work, continue to promote the Mark, encourage friends to join 

and hopefully our membership will continue to grow. 

To that end, it is very important for Lodges to look at methods of increasing their membership. This 

year David Crofts has again being attending lodges to undertake “Mark meets the Craft” 

presentations, with his band of willing helpers fronted by Geoff Eastburn. The evenings have been 

well supported, with not only rulers being in attendance where ever possible, but a good number of 

Provincial officers as well. The next presentation will take place at the Beverlac Lodge meeting in 

Beverley, on the 16th April. Early indications show that this meeting will be popular. Any non Mark 

Mason who attends will have his dining fee paid for by  the Province, which is an added incentive 

to go but hopefully will result in a further increase in our membership. Lodges wishing to utilise the 

services of David and his team should make a formal request through me and I will make the 

necessary arrangements. I would ask that the current Worshipful Masters and Secretaries consider 

the above. If you have a free night or are struggling to arrange a lecture etc think about a “Mark 

meets the Craft” presentation, you will not be disappointed and it may result in an increase in your 

membership.  

This year sees the 150th Mark Benevolent Festival taking place in the Mark Province of 

Lincolnshire and once again the Provincial Grand Master is being accompanied by many Brethren 

and their wives / partners from our province, to support Lincolnshire in their efforts. 

 



On the subject of Charity, congratulations to the 16 Brethren who will be receiving Charity Collarets 

of one level or another this year, 13 of which will be presented at the Convocation meeting at York 

racecourse. Congratulations must also go to the members of the Beacon Centenary Lodge who 

are to receive Lodge Grand Patron status. Brethren, please consider making a donation to the 

Charity fund. Your donations will all go towards your own charitable giving status and next year you 

too could be like one of those receiving collarets this year.  

Once again this year, on Sunday the 8th April, there will be a joint Church Service with the Red 

Cross degree at Welburn Church. The Church service is a wonderful event and well supported by 

Brethren from all over the Province. This years service will be conducted by our Provincial 

Chaplain Maurice Hatton, as the Rev Taff Morgan is retiring. To finish the afternoon in fine style, 

teas, sandwiches, scones and homemade cakes will be served afterwards by members of the 

women’s institute in the village hall, which was recently refurbished with assistance from a 

donation to the fund by ourselves. 

The Provincial Social Committee has again been very busy organising a range of social events 

across the Province. The Burns Night, Ladies Evening, Fish & Chip Supper, Italian night and other 

events, all provide social opportunities for everyone across the Province to treat their wives and 

partners and involve non Mark Masons, as well as our own members. We must always remember 

that these events take a great deal of organising and thanks must go to the members of the Social 

Committee who devote their time and effort throughout the year to make sure all the events are 

tremendous successes and are enjoyed by all that attend. The main social event of the year, 

Ladies Night, will this year take place at York Racecourse on Saturday May 5th. Tickets can be 

booked now and lodges are encouraged to get a table together not only to support the event but to 

come and have a really enjoyable evening with a lovely meal and superb entertainment. Please 

consider it Brethren, you will not be disappointed. 

This years annual summer fayre will be held in Pickering on the 14th July. Last year’s event was a 

huge success with many stalls and activities, together with a number of attractions. This year’s 

event promises to be even bigger, so please make every effort to promote it and attend if you can. 

Lodge Charity Stewards should now be selling tickets, so tell your friends and family members and 

get them to come along for what will be a very enjoyable day.    

Our range of accessories are still available from the Secretariat and comprise of Mark and RAM - 

Ties,   Bow Ties and Handkerchiefs as well as Lapel Pins, Provincial Tokens and also Trolley 

Tokens. Please contact W. Bro Allan Williams, the Assistant Secretary, if you wish to order any of 

the items. We have recently increased our stock level dramatically so please consider ordering in 

bulk from Allan, as it will be speedier and cheaper for the Lodge. All the items in stock will be 

available to purchase at the Convocation, there will be a table displaying the items mentioned, near 

to the robing room on the second floor.  

Working for our Provincial Grand Master, the Deputy and Assistant Provincial Grand Masters, not 

forgetting our Past Rulers, particularly Fred Smith, Frank Woolgrove, David Crofts and Allan Scott 

is a challenge, very busy and with a large variety of enquiries to deal with. The first 9 months have 

been a steep learning curve, very interesting but enjoyable. Thankfully my life has been made all 

the more easier with the support of my team. To my Deputy, Geoff Nicholson, I thank him for his 

commitment in his capacity and in particular the work he has done and continues to do for our 

RAM Assembly in November. Likewise to W.Bro Allan Williams as my Assistant Secretary, who 

has undertaken the meal arrangements and seating plans for the Convocation as well as the RAM 

Assembly and recent Officers Dinner. Both Geoff and Allan continue to work hard for the province, 

work that in general is not seen, but I am sure that their support and dedication will pay dividends 

in years to come for not only their own development as they move up the ranks in the Secretariat 

but for the province as a whole. My grateful thanks must also go to Tom Spinks, our Registrar, who 

works tirelessly for the Province, keeping the database, website and our Annual returns up to date.    

 



May I also take this opportunity to thank all the Secretaries and Scribes who have been diligent in 

their duties over the past year. Without their support our jobs would be much more difficult. Please 

continue to promote Mark Masonry in this Province and continue to work hard in order to keep the 

wheels well oiled and the engine running smoothly. The role of a lodge Secretary is time 

consuming and thankless at times, but without a good Secretary the lodge would just come to a 

grinding halt !!!. Please keep up the good work. 

In conclusion I offer my grateful thanks to the excellent DC team, in particular their current leader 

Mike Collinson, who is standing down after this years Convocation, which coincidently is on his 

Birthday !!! Not that he is telling anybody that fact !!  Also my thanks go to W.Bro Ling Yu and the 

members of the PWRL who have given invaluable assistance at numerous events throughout the 

year.  

Finally I thank you Provincial Grand Master for your leadership and commitment to the order in 

general and this province in particular. 

This, Right Worshipful Provincial Grand Master, is my report. 

The RW Prov Grand Master thanked W.Bro Glanville for his report and for his support and hard 

work over the years as Provincial Secretary. 

W.Bro Les Race the Provincial Grand Master Overseer proposed and W.Bro Michael Roche the 

Provincial Grand Senior Overseer seconded that, “The report of the Provincial Grand Secretary as 

printed and circulated be adopted. The proposition was carried. 

                 Report of the Provincial Charity Committee. 

     The audited accounts of the Benevolent Fund for the year ending 5
th

 April 2017 confirmed the  

     expected excess of income of £4,236. As a result, the 2017/8 year started with funds of £58,752 of  

     which £39,133 is held as a reserve. 

     In the year to date income received is £20,593: 

             £ 

  Donations from Brethren     5,136 

  Lodge Collections and donations  11,977 

  RAM Assembly         639 

  Legacy        1,000 

  HMRC Tax reclaim      1,841 

      Further income is expected from the March Convocation collection. 

      The Charity Committee authorised expenditure in support of local worthy causes during the year of  

      £16,095,listed below, and £4,075was remitted to the Mark Benevolent Fund for patronage 

      collarettes to be presented at the March Convocation. 

           £ 

  Northdale Horticulture   2,000 

         Carers Together    2,000 

  Humber Rescue    2,000 

       Yorkshire Guides    2,000 

  St John’s Ambulance    2,000 

  Beverley Community Lift   1,095 

  Hull Sea Cadets    1,000 



Royal Agricultural Institute (Yorkshire) 1,000 

  Rainbow Bereavement Support  1,000 

  The Bungalow Partnership   1,000 

  Connaught Court       500 

Zoe’s Place        500    

The Provincial Charity also donated £1,000 to the MBF Caribbean Shelter Kit project 

 following the hurricane disaster. The collarette payment to the MBF was allocated to Mark  

Provincial Festivals as below: 

  Lincolnshire 2018    £1,430 

  Sussex 2019     £   705 

  East Lancashire 2021    £1,000 

  West Yorkshire 2023    £   940 

                The Provincial Fund remains in good health with income boosted by an unexpected legacy 

                of £1,000and it maintains adequate reserves to cover future liabilities. This is only achieved  

                through the unstinting generosity of the Brethren and the hard work of the Lodge Charity  

                Stewards, which is greatly appreciated. 

 

           W.Bro Adrian Jessop the Provincial Grand Junior Overseer proposed and W.Bro Trevor Black the 

            Provincial Grand Insp. Of Works seconded that, “The report of the Charity Committee as printed and 

          circulated be adopted.”The proposition was carried. 

 

Report of the Provincial Almoner  

Right Worshipful Provincial Grand Master and brethren all I have pleasure in submitting my 
report as the Provincial Almoner. 

The last year has been both busy and enjoyable and I wish to record my thanks for those who 
have needed to show patience as well as forbearance; it is ironic that those who most need 
assistance rarely see their need while the contrary is also often true. I wish to thank W. Bro. 
Malcolm Farrow most sincerely for his many years of work and support in the South of the 
Province, Malcolm has decided to step down though I know he will still assist where required. 
I am pleased to report that W. Bro. Wilf Elliott has agreed to act as an assistant in the North 
of the Province and Bro. Ian Storey will act in the South with W. Bro. Paul Greenwood also 
assisting as required. I wish to express my thanks in particular to the many dedicated and 
hard working lodge almoners who support their lodges and Province.   

The message to lodge secretaries and treasurers about the need to communicate with lodge 
almoners is getting through, notes circulated directly to lodge secretaries and a recent article 
in the 'Mark my Words' repeated it. Lodge almoners communicate pretty well to me so 
hopefully a sensible support service is in place.  

A recent Craft Almoners handbook has been circulated to all Mark Lodge Almoners, it is an 
excellent document and sets a standard for Grand Mark and I have forwarded it to W. Bro. 
Coleman-Heald of the MBF (Masonic Benevolent Fund) as well as the Provincial Almoners 
Lodge members.  

I am grateful to the Provincial Almoner in both the Craft and Chapter of N. & E. Yorkshire for 
their support and cooperation and for the above document. Cooperation across our orders 
assists the support we can provide to the brethren within the Province who need it.           

A Provincial Almoners meeting is planned for the 19th March at St James's Street, London and 
will provide the opportunity to comment on some of the elements of the MBF support for 
those needing assistance. A recent missive requesting that visits involve two brethren will be 
discussed and hopefully made far more sensible than now. The role of the almoner is difficult 
enough without making it harder. I'm sure that the common sense of almoners is 
underestimated and sensibly thought out procedures can make it safe for all. The timing of 



MBF grant meetings need to be better reported and some simple levels of support made 
available outside of the formal meetings as used to be the case.  

A growing issue within lodges is age related loneliness, with an average age across the 
Province of 70 there are quite a large number of older brethren who cannot manage, or do 
not attend lodges but are not particularly sick. This is a too large a problem for almoners to 
deal on their own and some discussion is required. The lodge almoner is dealing with those 
who are ill, needing assistance and widows and he cannot deal with loneliness unless other 
brethren help. Some statistics re percentage attendance would assist to identify the size of the 
problem and perhaps assist with a decision on what is required if anything.       

In conclusion, the Provincial Almoner role is compelling and it shows better than most of the 
other roles I have undertaken what good people most freemasons really are.    

 
W.Bro Joe Wells  Provincial Grand Sword Bearer proposed and W Bro Stephen Helsdon Provincial 

Grand Senior Deacon seconded that, the report of the Almoner as printed and circulated be 

adopted. The proposition was carried. 

Treasurers Report 

W.Bro Jim Johnson the Provincial Treasurer, informed the brethren that his report and the 

accounts had been circulated and there were no additions or amendments. He advised that the 

Provincial finances were sound and the accounts to the 31st August, 2017 had been examined and 

approved by the accounts examiners. 

W Bro Neil Smith Provincial Grand Senior Deacon proposed and W Bro Les Richings Provincial 

Assistant Grand Director of Ceremonies seconded that the Treasurers report, as circulated, be 

adopted. The proposition was carried. 

The Provincial Grand Master then added his appreciation of the work of the Provincial Treasurer 

and the Provincial Account Examiners.  

Election of Provincial Grand Treasurer 

W.Bro Philip Dobson Provincial Grand Junior Deacon proposed and W Bro Philip Joyner Provincial 

Grand Standard Bearer seconded, that W Bro James Johnson of St. Peters Lodge No. 1008 be 

elected as the Provincial Grand Treasurer for the ensuing year. The proposition was carried. 

Election of Provincial Independent Account Examiners 

W.Bro Mike Riley Provincial Grand Steward proposed and W Bro John Hunter Provincial Grand 

Steward seconded that W Bro Michael Charles Jeffrey and W Bro John Kilmartin be elected as 

Provincial Independent Account Examiners for the ensuing year. The proposition was carried. 

Collection 

A collection was taken and the Provincial Grand Charity Steward later reported that the collection 

on behalf of Masonic Charities had raised over £2000 (incl. Gift Aid Donations and Tax reclaimed). 

Appointment of the Deputy and the Assistant Provincial Grand Master. 

The Provincial Grand Master re appointed  W.Bro Clive Copley as Deputy  Provincial Grand 

Master and W.Bro Paul Barham as Assistant Provincial Grand Master. 

 

 

 

 



Appointment and Investiture of Provincial Grand Officers 

The following Officers were invested: 

PROVINCIAL GRAND LODGE OFFICERS  
     

David Antony Bryan Tunstall PPGJO      SENIOR WARDEN    Sykes 1830  

Leslie Race PPGMO      JUNIOR WARDEN  Alverton 845  

John Trevor Black PPGIOW      MASTER OVERSEER  The Framers 1784  

Bruce Edwin Lowis PPGJO      SENIOR OVERSEER  Minerva 12TI  

Peter William Nesbitt PPGJO      JUNIOR OVERSEER  Beverlac 281  

Maurice Hatton PGJD      CHAPLAIN  Streonshalh 337  

James Valentine Johnson PGTreas      TREASURER  Victory 1558  

Thomas James Spinks PGStdB      REGISTRAR  Fitzwilliam 227  

William Ernest Glanville PGSec      SECRETARY  Beverlac 281  

Ronald Leonard Campbell PAGDC      DC  Streonshalh 337  

John David Jennings PGJD      ALMONER  Fitzwilliam 277  

William Stephen Hawkes PGCStwd      CHARITY STEWARD  Alexandra 803  

Roy Henry Padwick PPGIG      INSPECTOR OF WORKS  Sykes 1830  

Donald William Cook PPGStwd     SWORD BEARER  Voctory 1588  

Andrew Nicholas Lawton      DEPUTY CHAPLAIN  Cleveland 1040  

Geoffrey Nicholson  DepPGSec     DEPUTY SECRETARY  Minerva 12TI  

Leslie Richings Dep PGDC     DEPUTY DC  Beverlac 281  

David Kirwan     SENIOR DEACON  Middlesborough 276  

Michael Riley PPGStwd     SENIOR DEACON  Cleveland 1040  

Derek Picken PPGStwd     JUNIOR DEACON  Fitzwilliam 277  

John Francis Spencer PPGStdB     JUNIOR DEACON  Alexandra 803  

Ian Leslie Sugarman      ASSISTANT CHAPLAIN  St Andrew1130  

Allan Williams  Assist PGSec     ASSISTANT SECRETARY  Cleveland 1040  

Jonathan Mark Mitchell Smith     ASST. DC  Beverlac 281  

Stephen Cox PPGStwd     ASST. DC  Humber 182  

Robin Edward Stannard       ORGANIST   Victory 1588  

Michael John Townend PPAGStdB 
James David Newton 

    STANDARD BEARER  
    AST STANDARD BEARER  

St Cuthberts 743 
St Peters 1008 

 

Duncan Roger Kilbride     INNER GUARD  Abbot H of Selby 1640  

Steven Kevin Pace      STEWARD  Alexandra 803  

Mark Duncan Lloyd     STEWARD  Saltburn 1532  

Kevin Raymond Lyons     STEWARD  Beverlac 281  

Ian Tissington     STEWARD  Fitzwilliam 277  

Kenneth Raymond Lawn PG Tyler 
 

FIRST APPOINTMENT PAST RANK 
David Melville                           
 
Malcolm R. Barker 
 
 

PROMOTIONS 
 

Past Provincial Grand Senior Warden  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Past Provincial Grand Junior Warden 
 
 
 
 
 
Past Provincial Grand Master Overseer 
 
 
 
 

     TYLER  
 
 

    Past Prov GADC 
 
    Past Prov GADC 
 

York TI 
 
 

Star in the East 95 
 

Lord Bolton 785 
 
 
 
 
Rowland Smallwood 
Christopher Bodsworth 
Peter Spencer 
Terence Cook  
Brian Gent  
David Simpson 
 
 
Samuel Walton 
David Nicholl 
Malcolm Britton 
Ian Wood  
Stuart Cook 
 
David Durham  

 

  



 

CHARITY COLLARETTES       

The below Brethren were then presented with Charity Collarettes. 

VICE PATRON  -                C.Baird., J Steele,  W Glanville, D. Kirkham, S Barker  
    .  
PATRON -                               B Lowis, D Anderson, L Kirby, J Creighton, N Smith    
 
GRAND  PATRON -                S Hawkes, J Spencer, R Snowball,  M Pegg   
  
LODGE GRAND PATRON  -   Beacon Centenary No 1583  
 
 
PROVINCIAL GRAND MASTERS ADDRESS   
 
The Provincial Grand Master then gave the following address. 
 

You have heard me on many occasions refer to the Mark as a family, well 

brethren I’m delighted to see members of the family represented here from 

every Mark and RAM Lodge in the province, I hope you all have a very 

enjoyable day.  Today we are of course joined by our extended family, by that 

I mean our distinguished visitors from other Provinces and the Heads of 

Orders. 

I’m sure you will want to welcome them wholeheartedly but can I ask you to 

hold back on your enthusiasm until after I have introduced all of them to you. 

As ever brethren I would like to assure you that I’m still extremely proud and 

delighted to be your Provincial Grand Master and thank you all for the support 

and encouragement that you give me and my fellow Rulers.  As I start my 

fourth year as your Provincial Grand Master, yes brethren it was three years 

ago when I was installed as the Tenth Provincial Grand Master of this 

Province, doesn’t time go quickly when you are enjoying yourself.  That, 

brethren, is my message to you all, enjoyment.  Masonry should be enjoyable 

and fun.  Yes, of course we should learn our ritual to the best of our abilities 

and deliver ceremonies to the highest standards, without the aid of ritual 

books. I’m convinced that the happiest lodges in the province and certainly 

the happiest and most hardworking members are those that deliver the best 

ceremonies and ritual.  Please do your best to perform ceremonies to the 

highest standard, I believe that is the best way of keeping brethren committed 

to the Mark and will help with recruitment in the long run. I do understand that 

ritual is not for everyone, not everyone can be a perfect ritualist but we can all 

try our best and give it a go without a book in hand. Try it brethren, you will 

surprise yourself how well you do with just an odd prompt here and there. 

Enjoyment is the key brethren, enjoy your meetings, enjoy each other’s 

company at the dinner afterwards and enjoy the many social events around 

the Province. I make no apology for again using the words of the late V.W.Bro 



Peter Love, he used to say, we pay for masonry so we better make sure we 

enjoy it. 

Today is traditionally when I report on the membership of the Order, I can tell 

you that we are roughly the same as last year with around 760 members and 

just short of 1100 memberships.  In the current climate and taking into 

account the number of unfortunate deaths we have had this year I believe we 

are doing well and in Royal Ark Mariner terms we are keeping our heads 

above water. We do however need to attract more members. Please use the 

membership forms on your chair and ask a brother to join us. Sing the virtues 

of the Mark, invite him to one of our social functions, the Mark Ladies 

Evening, again held at York Racecourse on the 5th May for example, or ask 

him to attend one of the very successful Mark meets the Craft presentation 

evenings, organised by V.W.Bro David Crofts. I do thank V.W.Bro David and 

his team for their efforts in promoting the Mark. Ask a non mason to one of 

our social events, you never know he may be a Mark Man for the future. 

Asking a Craft brother to join the Mark should not be done in a way that is 

detrimental to any other Order. The bedrock of Masonry is the Craft, Mark 

and Chapter, memberships of these gives you a springboard to join other 

orders. All the Orders are complimentary to each other and are intrinsically 

linked and when the time is right then that’s the time to expand your Masonic 

knowledge and for you to join another Order. I must point out that although I 

would encourage all Craft Masons to join the Royal Arch it is not a 

prerequisite that you have to be a Chapter Mason to join the Mark. Craft 

Brethren are free to join the Mark when the time is right for them. 

We also must not forget a strong Craft is essential to all Orders, please be on 

the lookout for suitable candidates, the Craft is the lifeblood of all the Orders, 

for us to be strong the Craft needs to be strong. 

The year has been a full one, I and my fellow Rulers and the Provincial team 

have travelled many miles to attend Installations and team visits. The 2017 

Provincial team have done themselves proud, you have supported the 

Province to the best of your ability and I thank you for the support you have 

given me, my Deputy and Assistant. The old adage, the more you put in the 

more you get out, comes to mind and I believe that the team can be very 

proud of their commitment and l know that they have thoroughly enjoyed their 

year in office. Some of course will continue in office but some after many 

years serving this province will stand down from Active office. 

During the year, V.W.Bro. Allan Scott decided to step down as Deputy 

Provincial Grand Master after three years in office.  Allan has served this 

Province extremely well since becoming the Assistant Secretary in 2004 

moving up to Provincial Secretary in 2007, staying in office until 2012. The 

following year being installed as the Assistant  Provincial Grand Master.  



Allan the Province owes you a great debt and I do wish you well in your 

retirement from office and thank you for your continued guidance and 

support. 

Today also marks the retirement from office of one of the Assistants to the 

Provincial Almoner, after six years in post W.Bro. Malcolm Farrow has 

decided to step down.  Malcolm, I do thank you for the way you have 

supported the Almoner, making his job a lot easier, I wish you well, but of 

course you are still in charge of running the Keystone Club.  Brethren if you 

are not in the Keystone draw its only £10 per year, please see Malcolm after 

the meeting. Malcolm thankyou. 

Today we also witness the retirement from office of the Provincial Grand 

Director of Ceremonies, W.Bro. Mike Collinson.  Mike first became a 

Provincial Grand Senior Deacon in 2004 going on to become an Assisting 

DC, moving up to Assistant, then Deputy DC and finally becoming the 

Provincial Grand Director of Ceremonies in 2013.  An office you have held 

with distinction, you have given me invaluable help in my first three years as 

PGM.  Mike I know you will continue to support and help the Province in any 

way you can.  I do sincerely thank you on behalf of myself and the Province. 

I and my fellow Rulers have had the pleasure of visiting many Provinces and I 

do thank the Provincial Grand Masters assembled here today for the 

hospitality and friendship we receive when attending their Provincial 

meetings. I hope that we have returned your kindness today. We have 

travelled overseas twice this year, to Jersey for the Channel Island meeting 

and to a special meeting in the Isle of Man.  The consecration of a New 

Province, the Installation of the First Provincial Grand Master and the First 

Provincial  AGM of the I.O.M. R.W.Bro. Martin Blackburn, I and the Province 

of North and East Yorkshire wish you well and look forward to seeing your 

Province flourish in the coming years. 

The year has also seen fifty of our brethren and partners travel down to 

Berkshire for the MBF 2017 Festival dinner, a splendid weekend raising much 

needed funds for the MBF. This year’s dinner, the 150th, will be held in the 

Province of Lincolnshire and I’m pleased to say that we will have around sixty 

from this province attending the dinner, R.W. Bro Trevor Walker, I wish you 

well for your festival and look forward to an enjoyable weekend in Lincoln. 

The year also witnessed the inaugural MBF walk, walking round the Royal 

Parks of London.  A magnificent day, raising nearly £450,000.  I’m pleased to 

say that we did our bit, donating the money we raised to the West Yorkshire 

Festival.  I do thank you all for sponsoring this event and my thanks goes to 

the team that walked alongside me. 



I’m pleased to tell you that the money raised has been allocated to buying 

Blood Bikes.  This is a voluntary organisation that transports, out of hours, 

urgently needed Blood, Platelets and other medical supplies. We have one 

Blood Bike already in use in the North of the Province shared with the 

Province of Durham and one I believe allocated to be shared with West 

Yorkshire, soon to arrive.  The MBF have also supplied this Province with two 

St Johns Ambulances, one already delivered, to be used in the South of the 

Province and one to be delivered in April which will be based in the North of 

the Province.  One of the donated St. Johns Ambulances is outside this 

building for you to see this morning.  Hopefully it won’t be called into use 

today. 

This is where your charitable donations go, along with the Provincial Charities 

that we support, your money is well spent and I urge you to give what you can 

afford and for you all to take out a covenant, so tax relief can be applied. 

Please talk to the Provincial or your Lodge Charity Steward. The Provincial 

Charity Steward is also available to attend Lodge meetings to give a short talk 

on Mark Masonic Charities, please ask him he will be only too obliged to 

attend. 

The year also witnessed the re-birth of the revamped and renamed “New 

Summer Fayre”, this was a resounding success.  The event had a Classic 

Mini display, Birds of Prey demonstration; unfortunately I had to be 

photographed with a very large Owl Hawk that seemed to think my nose was 

its lunch, the Masonic Bikers “the Widows Sons” were in attendance, along 

with Cedric Thornton’s Harley. A number of classic cars including a vintage 

Fire engine, brought along by Bro Dave Tabner.  All this and much more.  

Many of the lodges joined in the fun providing many varied stalls and games. 

My thanks to W.Bro’s Vic Thompson , Peter Nesbitt, David Jennings and Roy 

Padwick and all the team that worked so hard to make the day a success.  

Please make a note that this year’s “Summer Fayre” will be held on Saturday 

14th July with a 12 noon start. Hopefully all the Lodges will come on board this 

year and have a stall. 

A good number of the Province travelled down to London last June to witness 

our brethren receive Promotions and First appointments at Grand Lodge. 

Please stand brethren when I read your name as I’m sure after I have read all 

your names the brethren would like to congratulate you. Promoted  

To  Active Grand Senior Deacon –  W.Bro. Clive Copley  

To  Active Grand Steward –   W.BroStephen Priestley 

To Past Grand Senior Deacon –  W.Bro Mike Collinson 

To Past Grand Junior Deacon -  W.Bro Neil Webster 



Receiving First Appointments 

To P.A.G.D.C. -    W.Bro Gordon Turner 

To P.A.G.Swd.B.    W.Bro Brian Rigby 

To P.A.G.Std.B.    W.Bro. Ken Eyre 

Congratulations to all of you. You have all made a valuable contribution this 

year Stephen and Neil travelling to Jersey with me and all of you attending 

the September and March Grand Lodge meetings and many of the social 

events during the year but I must reserve my biggest admiration for W.Bro. 

Ken Eyre. Breaking off from his holiday in Bulgaria for three days to travel to 

London to receive his appointment then back to Bulgaria. A truly dedicated 

Mason. 

The PWRL was brought into being to help the Province in any way the PGM 

deemed necessary.   I’m pleased to say that the lodge is now finding its feet 

and growing in stature not only does it provide DC’s for my Representatives, 

helps to organise DC workshops, and provides valuable assistance, under 

the watchful eye of W.Bro. Geoff Eastburn, for today’s meeting. It has now 

acted on a suggestion by me that they should visit Lodges that are low in 

numbers and would benefit from their presence, either filling seats or 

occupying offices that the lodge are unable to fill.  W.Bro. Ling Yu, the 

Worshipful Master, ably assisted by W.Bro’s Peter Nesbitt and Geoff 

Eastburn with a good number of PWRL members have visited two lodges in 

the last few weeks and they have been warmly received and the Lodges have 

been delighted with their presence and the fact they are willing and able to fill 

offices. PWRL thank you for taking this initiative on, you are now starting to 

live up to the expected high standards you have set yourself.  Take note, if 

you require any assistance from the PWRL they are there to help, get in 

touch with their secretary, W.Bro Stephen Hawkes or the Provincial Grand 

Secretary. 

To the new team that I have appointed today, I congratulate you all, I and my 

fellow Rulers look forward to an enjoyable year in your company.  We have 

high expectations of you, the 2017 team have set high standards of 

commitment and dedication which I hope you will emulate. I also ask one 

more thing of you during your year in office bring me a candidate for 

advancement. 

I have already thanked the Executive Officers of the Province who have 

provided reports today but there are many more who work tirelessly for this 

Province, without them this Province would not function as it does.  You are 

too many to mention by name but I do sincerely thank you all. 



To the Provincial Grand Directors of Ceremonies, I thank you for Ceremonial 

aspect of today, I look forward to working with the new team headed by 

W.Bro. Ron Campbell.  

With the appointment of W.Bro. Clive Copley as Deputy Provincial Grand 

Master, last June, which was an acknowledgement of over ten years of 

dedicated service to this Province on the Secretariat, the last five as 

Provincial Grand Secretary, a new team was appointed.  W.Bro Bill Glanville 

as Provincial Secretary, Bill you have done a splendid job,  although you have 

not been on the secretariat that long your enthusiasm and attention to detail 

have helped you through an enormous learning curve.  You have been ably 

assisted by your Deputy, W.Bro. Geoff Nicholson and your Assistant, W.Bro. 

Allan Williams. Thank you all for all the hard work you have put in. My thanks 

also go to W.Bro. Alan Hatfield, who has not only produced the welcome 

packs but also the RAM brochures on your seats. 

Enjoyment brethren, that is how I started this address and that is how I will 

finish. Enjoyment is essential. If you enjoy your meetings you are more than 

likely to attend the next meeting.  Make sure your meetings have content, if 

you haven’t an advancement planned make sure you have a talk or 

presentation.  Enjoy your Mark Masonry with the extended family by attending 

one of the many Provincial Social events organised by the Provincial Social 

Committee, headed by Bro Frank Harlington  and the social secretary W.Bro. 

Malvin Sharpless. For the Lodges who don’t have social functions, take the 

stress away of organising an event by using a Provincial function, in particular 

the Mark Ladies Evening, use it as your own Lodge Ladies Night.  Let the 

Province do all the hard work you just turn up and enjoy yourselves. Once 

again, the lodge attending the Ladies Evening with the most numbers will 

receive a bottle of whiskey, a bouquet of flowers for the WM’s lady and a 

special prize that is worth winning. See you all on the 5th May. My thanks go 

to the Social Committee for their hard work in organising this special event 

and all the events during the year.. 

Brethren thank you for your attention and your attendance today, those that 

can’t stay for lunch I wish you a safe journey home and hope to see you in 

the not too distant future.  Those that are staying for lunch, I have to report 

that yet again I can smell burnt Yorkshire puddings. 

Thank you all brethren and remember, ENJOYMENT! 

 
THANKS/ INVITES 

The Assistant Provincial Grand Master then gave a vote of thanks to the host lodges and all who 

had contributed to the organisation of the Convocation, including those who manned the desks, 

assisted in the car parks, lift operators and those who helped to set up the lodge room and will no 

doubt assist in clearing it.  



The Worshipful Masters of the De La Pole Lodge 329, Streonshalh Lodge 327,      
St Cuthbert’s Lodge 743 and Thesaurus Lodge 782 rose and invited the Provincial Grand Lodge to 
meet under their Banners on March 10th 2018, which the Right Worshipful Provincial Grand 
Master was pleased to accept. 
 

KEYSTONE PRESENTATION 

The Provincial Grand Master then presented the Keystone to the Lodge with most members 

attending the luncheon. This was won by the Cleveland Lodge No.1040 and W.Bro Rob Smith was 

escorted to the dias and received the Keystone from the PGM. 

CONCLUSION 

There being no further business to transact the Right Worshipful Provincial Grand Master closed 

Provincial Grand Lodge in due form at 12.35pm. 

 

 

Signed………………………………………..   Provincial Grand Master               

 

Signed ………………………………………. Provincial Grand Secretary 

 

 Dated   -   9th March, 2019. 

   



                                



         

  

 

                

 

 

 

 



  

 

 

 

 

                        

     

     

 

 

 

  

                                       

   



        

     

                                                                                                                                           

                   

  


