
Provincial Grand Secretary’s Royal Ark Mariners Report 

to the General Purposes Committee, 15th October, 2018. 
 

Right Worshipful  Provincial Grand Master and Brethren, I present my report 

concerning the Royal Ark Mariner activities since February, 2018. 

 
One of the main events of this year so far, took place on Wednesday 31st May. A 

group of RAM members from North & East Yorkshire, travelled to Cleckheaton to 

celebrate W Bro Fred Smith’s 50 year anniversary of membership in Old York Ti 

Lodge of RAMs. W.Bro Fred, who is a Past Deputy PGM of our province, was 

presented with two scrolls, one signed by the Grand Master and the other by RW Bro 

James Steggles, the PGM for West Yorkshire. Fred sat in the centre of the lodge 

room for about 45 minutes discussing his experiences in masonry and life in general. 

An enjoyable night was had by all and our Congratulations must go to Fred for 

achieving such a milestone.  

 

The Grand Rank and Provincial Grand Rank officers of the year have supported the 

installation meetings well since their appointments and will hopefully continue to do 

so for the remainder of their year, their attendance has been greatly appreciated by the 

Worshipful Commanders and Brethren of the lodges they have visited. 

 

Whilst mentioning the current Grand and Provincial Grand Officers, congratulations 

must go to the 3 members who will be receiving RAM Grand Rank at Grand Lodge 

on December 11th, 2018. They are W.Bro’s Roger Booker, Tony Clements and Ernie 

McGeagh. Also the 8 new Provincial Grand Rank Officers who will be W.Bro’s Ling 

Yu, Stan Grisedale, Charles Joel-Chilton, David Gilliat, Stephen Kearns, Brian 

Rigby, James Johnson and David Simpson. We look forward to seeing those 8 being 

appointed at the Assembly next month. Congratulations go to all 11 members. Their 

honours are well deserved as appreciation of their support and commitment to the 

order. 

 

The arrangements for the RAM Annual Assembly at the new venue for this year, 

Bridlington Spa, are going well. This years’ event will take place a little later than 

usual, on the 17th November, but the format will be the same with the meeting 

commencing around 11am with luncheon afterwards at 1.15pm. Again our ladies are 

invited and it is hoped a very enjoyable day will be had by all. The events team at the 

Spa have afforded us all the assistance we require and two meetings at the venue have 

proved fruitful. I would ask that all our RAM members consider attending this event. 

It is the most important RAM meeting of the year and really one not to be missed. 

The Bridlington Spa is a magnificent venue and our Assembly and lunch will both 

take place in the Grand Hall, which has a large domed ceiling and will be private for 

our event. We will be returning to the Scarborough Spa for the 2019 event, which has 

been booked for Saturday 2nd November, 2019.  

 

With regards to our membership figures, I am pleased to say that there has again been 

an increase in numbers by 1.07% since the beginning of the year. We now have 378 

members, an increase of 4 since the beginning of 2018, with 57 being members of the 



2 installed Commanders Lodges. Total memberships are now 453, which is an 

increase of 1.34% since the start of the year.  This is again good news as it is evident 

that numbers in other orders and freemasonry in general, are dropping. 

 

I would like to conclude my report by thanking my Deputy and Assistant Secretaries, 

Geoff Nicholson and Allan Williams for their invaluable help and assistance since I 

took over the Provincial Secretaries role and also to all the Lodge Scribes who have 

kept us busy with their enquiries and requests for advice !! 

 

Right Worshipful Provincial Grand Master, this is my report 

 

 

W. Bro Bill Glanville  

Provincial Grand Secretary 


