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Provincial Grand Secretary’s Report – October, 2018. 
 

Right Worshipful Provincial Grand Master and Brethren, I present my report concerning the recent and 

forthcoming Mark Degree activities.  

 

Again it’s been an interesting past few months with plenty to look forward to in the near future.  

 

The Provincial Wardens David Tunstall (SW) and Les Race (JW) have represented the Provincial Grand 

Master on a number of occasions since their appointments in March, 2018. The past few months appear to 

have flown by and as the Convocation, 2019 looms, I’m sure the new Wardens are looking forward to their 

respective appointments and the challenge ahead. On the 19th January, 2019 the Wardens dinner will again 

be held at Fulford Golf Club, York and I’m sure the evening will be as much a success as it has been in 

previous years. Both David and Les will be putting a lot of effort into producing a superb evening, which 

I’m sure will be enjoyed by all. The past wardens and those eligible to attend will be receiving details and 

invitations in the very near future. 

 

Throughout the year, members of the Active Provincial Team and the Grand Officers of the year have also 

supported all three Rulers in good numbers which has been appreciated by the Provincial Grand Master and 

also the Lodge Worshipful Masters and Secretaries, swelling attendance in the temples and at festive boards 

considerably. There’s no better sight than seeing a lodge room and dining room full, with everyone enjoying 

the occasion. I would ask that all brethren consider visiting other lodges. You don’t just have to be the WM 

of your lodge to visit !!  Everyone can, and you will be made most welcome at every lodge. It’s a way of 

making new friends and contacts AND there’s always the travelling Keystone to try and steal from the lodge 

holding it !!!    

 

As we all look forward to another busy year, there are a number of important events already booked, with 

the organisers busy arranging and finalising details. The main event will be the Convocation on March 9th at 

York racecourse. Arrangements are well in advance and no doubt the day will be a great success with many 

distinguished guests and heads of other orders attending as well as our friends from other Provinces 

throughout the country. At this years Convocation we even had 10 visitors from Essex who came up to York 

for the weekend and had a really enjoyable time. I’m sure those brethren receiving promotions, first 

appointments and active ranks are all looking forward to the occasion and congratulations must go to them 

as each appointment must be well deserved. I am hoping that all the Lodge Secretaries are constantly 

promoting the event to ensure that every lodge is well represented on the day. 

 

Our Province has been specially selected to host two other main events next year on top of our busy 

calendar. The first is a visit by the Grand Lodge–Lodge of Instruction team who are coming up from London 

to York Racecourse on Thursday 25th April, to present a RAM elevation ceremony (3pm), followed by a 

Mark advancement ceremony (5pm). The presentations will then be followed by a dinner at the racecourse 

during the evening. The total cost for the event will be £32 per head and details including booking forms etc 

will be circulated very soon. This will be an opportunity not to be missed. Two ceremonies, both presented 

by a team of excellence, so please brethren put the date in your diaries and look forward to something 

special. You may even see one or two members of our own Province performing ritual. !! It promises to be a 

very enjoyable event. Any non RAM members can still attend BUT will only be able to see the Mark 

advancement ceremony. Of course there’s plenty of time between now and then to join a RAM lodge and 

enjoy what is a fantastic and interesting ceremony. If you’re interested let me know and I will send you 

details of a Lodge nearby and an application form OR just have a word with a RAM member. You will not 

be disappointed.  

 

The other main event is a meeting of the Provincial Grand Secretaries Lodge at the Masonic Hall, Beverley 

Road, Hull on Saturday 18th May, 2019, from noon. This will be a meeting when all the Mark Lodge 

Secretaries in the Province will be invited to attend and enjoy a meeting followed by a meal at the lodge, 



Prov Sec Report February 2017 Page 2 
 

with wives / partners. During the meeting the wives/partners will be suitably entertained, so again it 

promises to be a very enjoyable day for all. Further details will be circulated in the New Year.  

 

In between these events there will be the joint Church Service at Welburn which next year will be on the 

28th April. I’m sure our Chaplain Maurice Hatton is looking forward to conducting the service. As in the 

past, everyone in attendance will at the conclusion of the service be welcomed at the village hall to 

experience the delights of the Women’s Institute who provide a wonderful array of sandwiches, cakes and 

pastries. The whole afternoon is not to be missed and I am sure the church, as in the past, will be full. Again 

brethren, please put that date in your diaries and make every effort to attend. 

 

Other major social events taking place will be Ladies night to be held at York racecourse in June. The 

Summer Fayre again to be held at Pickering in July, the Jinnah Indian meal, active officer’s dinner, North 

and South Sunday lunches together with the St. Georges Night, fish and chip night, Burns night and the 

Italian night. A very busy time socially and I’m sure all the events will be well advertised and will be total 

successes, with the respective organisers working hard to promote the same. Further details again will be 

published soon so support these enjoyable events if you can. 

 

Next year will see the 151st Mark Benevolent Fund Festival celebrations taking place in the Mark Province 

of Sussex. The Provincial Grand Master will be accompanied by many brethren and their wives from N&E 

and I’m sure a very enjoyable weekend will be had by all in July. It will be our turn in 2033, so plenty of 

time left to come up with some money raising initiatives ! This year’s event in Lincolnshire was enjoyed by 

64 members of our province and their wives. We had a wonderful time and the hospitality from the 

Lincolnshire brethren was second to none. If you are interested in attending next year, let me know and I 

will send you some details. 

   

On the subject of charity, congratulations must go to the many brethren who will receive a Charity Collaret 

of one level or another at next year’s Convocation. Without their donations and support we wouldn’t be able 

to make donations that benefit the many charities and good causes in our Province.  

 

David Crofts has again been attending lodges to undertake “Mark meets the Craft” meetings with his band 

of willing helpers. The evenings have been well attended, with not only rulers being in attendance where 

ever possible, but a good number of provincial officers. Of the 42 Craft brethren who have attended 3 

MMTC meetings this year, 16 have or will be joining the Mark, which equates to a 38% success rate, which 

is superb.The next event will hopefully be at the St. Cuthberts Lodge, Howden on the 6th November. Lodges 

wishing to utilise the services of David and his team should make a formal request through me. Hopefully 

we will have a few more presentations throughout next year in an effort to increase our membership. 

 

A very special day for the Star in the East Lodge No 95 was Wednesday 9th May, 2018. Not only were they 

celebrating the 1075th meeting of the lodge, but it was also their sesquicentennial ( 150 years)  meeting. The 

Deputy Grand Master, RW Bro John Herbert Prizeman was in attendence to enjoy the celebrations but also 

to witness the advancement of Paul Simon Sellers into the Lodge. The whole evening went superbly well 

with the WM John White in charge and our Rulers and Executive in attendence also. After presenting the 

sesquicentennial warrant to the WM the Dep GM called up the Lodge Secretary Ced Thornton to receive a 

Grand Rank field promotion to Past Grand Standard Bearer. For once Ced was lost for words but his 

reaction was priceless !!  A wonderful evening, enjoyed by all.  

 

This year has also been very special for those receiving Grand Rank first appointments and promotions at 

Grand Lodge in London. On the 12th June Alan Rooke, John Kilmartin, Stephen Hawkes, Terry Cook and I 

all received Grand Rank from the Grand Master himself, Prince Michael of Kent. It was an unbelievable 

day, a wonderful ceremony and topped off by a superb meal at the Connaught Rooms with our Rulers and 

other members of the Province in support.  
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On the 11th September, 2018 John Kettlewell, Gordon Dudley and Tom Spinks all received Grand Rank 

promotions and again it was a superb day, enjoyed by all. John’s rank now gives him the title of Very 

Worshipful Brother. Well deserved for his commitment and support over many years. 

 

In conclusion, I would like to thank my Deputy Geoff Nicholson, Assistant Allan Williams and our 

Registrar Tom Spinks, for their help and commitment as we continue to work hard for the province. It’s 

been over a year now since the new Secretariat was appointed and I hope that our work and dedication has 

assisted the Rulers, the Lodge Secretaries and many of the members of our province as a whole. 

  

Brethren this is my report. 

 

Bill  Glanville  

Provincial Grand Secretary 


