
Good morning and a very warm welcome to this Provincial Assembly of 
Royal Ark Mariners, our thirteenth to be held here in Scarborough, the 
first at the historic and magnificent Spa.  I hope that the change of venue 
has been to your satisfaction and you all like our new home.  What a 
perfect setting for a Royal Ark Mariners Assembly, with the rolling waves 
of the North Sea clearly seen through the panoramic windows. 
 
The change in venue was not one which we had envisaged but due to 
circumstances at the Royal, last year, it became necessary.  It is not an 
easy task moving a Provincial Assembly from somewhere you have 
made your home for many years, it is like moving house with all the 
traumas that are associated with that. We had become comfortable at 
the Royal, knew where everything was and where to place furniture.  
Everyone knew their place and office.  My grateful thanks to the 
Secretariat, comprising of the Provincial Secretary, Bro Bill Glanville, his 
Deputy, W.Bro Geoff Nicholson and his Assistant, Bro. Allan Williams 
and the Directors of Ceremonies led by the Provincial Grand Director of 
Ceremonies, W.Bro Mike Collinson, his Deputy, W.Bro Ron Campbell, 
who is actually in charge of the ceremonial aspect of today’s meeting 
and the Assistant Directors of Ceremonies, W.Bro Jon Smith and Bro 
Les Richings, they have had many visits to the Spa over the last few 
months to fine tune the preparations for today’s meeting and to make 
sure everything goes as smoothly as possible.  Up to press its going 
smoothly, so I wish you all well for the remainder of today’s meeting and 
thank you all for your efforts.  
 
Like our change of venue nothing stays the same forever and that was 
the case in June this year when W.Bro Allan Scott stood down as 
Deputy Provincial Grand Master.  As I said earlier Allan has served this 
province for many years, first on the Provincial Secretariat then as a 
Ruler.  The Province and I have a lot to thank Allan for and I think I 
speak for everyone when I wish him well in his retirement from office.  
Although he’s not disappearing from the scene completely as shown by 
his presence here today.  Allan is only a phone call away and I will 
undoubtedly call upon Allan’s experience in the future.  Allan will also 
continue to be a trustee of the Provincial Charity.  I also look forward to 
many trips down to London when we both attend the Grand Masters 
Lodge.  Allan as ever I wish you well. 
 
 
 
 
 



At this meeting I traditionally report on the membership of the province, 
we have 413 memberships, which is five down on last year. This is 
unfortunately due to the sad passing of some of our brethren, which the 
Assistant Provincial Grand Master made reference to earlier.  We have 
had 15 elevations, four lodges have had two and one lodge has had 
four. 
 
York TI has had two elevations in the year with W.Bro’s Andrew Johnson 
and Alastair Sherry presiding over the meetings.  Middleborough, 
Allertonshire and Howdenshire have also had two elevations during the 
year, with W.Bro’s Richard Ormerod, Terry Alsop and Andrew Pittaway 
respectively presiding over both meetings.  You have all helped the RAM 
grow in number and I know during your time in the chair you have all had 
a happy productive and successful time and I would personally like to 
thank you all for the way you have enhanced your lodge and the 
province during your year in office.      
 
Although the top lodge in the province for attracting new members goes 
to St. Peters, under their Worshipful Commander, Bro Alwyn Glover. 
 
Well done St. Peters a truly magnificent contribution, four elevations 
during the year, you have helped both your lodge and the province to 
increase in number. W.Bro Alwyn is not with us today as he doing a 
charity walk in Namibia.  As we all know Alwyn is a very committed Mark 
and RAM member and does a tremendous amount of charity work. 
Again well done to him and the Lodge, keep up the good work.  I do 
thank all the lodges who have had elevations and ask them to continue 
to grow and to find new candidates.  To those that haven’t had an 
elevation I ask you to try harder in the coming year to find a candidate.  
We are around the 50% membership of the Mark so there are possible 
candidates out there. 
 
With that in mind I urge you, my elite team, members of both the Mark 
and the RAM to go out and find candidates for both the RAM and the 
Mark, they are out there brethren, they are just waiting to be asked.  At a 
Mark meets the Craft presentation evening at Victory Lodge I gave the 
Worshipful Master, W.Bro David Barf, an application form to join the 
RAM.  The form then just sat in his case gathering dust.  At the Victory 
installation a couple of weeks ago, which I might add W.Bro David did a 
splendid job of installing his successor, I asked him when he was joining 
the RAM.  He answered immediately I’ll get the form signed tomorrow.  
That’s all it needs, to ask the question.   



Please brethren ask the question to both your Mark and Craft brethren.  
To get you started you all have a Mark and RAM application form on 
your seat, don’t let them gather dust in your case put them to good use.  
Ask the “Question” 
 
My thanks also to those brethren who voluntarily visit lodges to promote 
the Royal Ark Mariners by giving talks, you know who you are, I thank 
you all. 
 
For the Lodges who are having an elevation ceremony please be aware 
that the PWRL are there to assist you in any way you would like, 
whether it is to boost numbers attending meetings or with filling offices 
and delivering ritual.  Please use the PWRL, they were formed to assist 
the Province is any way deemed necessary and what better is there to 
help individual lodges, which in turn makes for a stronger Province. 
 
It is a tradition at this meeting to announce the impending recipients of 
RAMGR.  I therefore have great pleasure in announcing the names of 
those brethren being honoured by the Most Worshipful Grand Master, 
HRH Prince Michael of Kent, with promotion to Royal Ark Mariner Grand 
Rank on Tuesday 12th December in London, the brethren are :- 
 
W.Bro John Broughton of the Hull Lodge No. 182 

W.Bro David Hodgson of the Middlesbrough Lodge No. 276 

And W.Bro. Mike Pegg of the Ryedale Lodge No. 277 

I offer you mine and my fellow Rulers congratulations, your preferments 
are well deserved, you have worked hard and loyally for this order for 
many years, congratulations. 

I hope that as many of you as possible will make the trip down to London 
to support these brethren.  If you do decide to attend and would like a 
meal afterwards please contact the Provincial Grand Secretary as soon 
as possible. 

 
 
 
 
 



To those who received promotion to RAMProGR last year I thank you for 
the commitment you have given, I hope you have all enjoyed your year.  
Those who have represented me around the province I thank you for 
your reports which I and my fellow rulers have read with great interest.  
To those who I have promoted this morning, my congratulations, your 
promotion has been well deserved as you have supported and served 
our order for many years with distinction.  Your promotion, as with the 
promotions to Grand Rank next month, is recognition of what you have 
done in the past but it is also an expectation of what is to come in the 
future.  You now have a duty to support the Province and your Lodge to 
the best of your ability.  Play a big part in the visits that I and my fellow 
rulers undertake and support the Provincial Social Events as much as 
possible.  I have shown confidence in you by promoting you and I’m sure 
you will want to show your appreciation by making this year a year to 
remember by playing a full and active part in all aspect of the Province. 
 
I have already thanked the Secretariat and the Director of Ceremonies 
for their contribution to today’s meeting, but there are other brethren who 
work tirelessly behind the scenes, none more so than W.Bro Geoff 
Eastburn, thank you Geoff for all your hard work, to the brethren of the  
PWRL thank you for all the help and assistance you have given for 
today’s meeting.  I’m sure the ladies who are attending today would also 
like me to thank W.Bro Peter Nesbitt for acting as their personal 
chauffer, ferrying them down from the Palm Court, where Rose has been 
hosting a Tea and Coffee morning. Thanks to the Provincial Tyler, Bro 
Ken Lawn, for transporting some of the furniture from York this morning.  
Thanks also go to W.Bro Francis Cammish for looking after the PA 
system.  It’s a new system brethren and he has been testing it out at 
home, finding out what all the buttons do and don’t do. My apologies to 
his neighbours.  Thanks to the Scarborough Lodge for all their 
assistance and loan of the Regalia and furniture.   If I have missed 
anyone please accept my apologies, I do appreciate all the help which 
you all give freely year on year. Thank you all. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



I look forward to your company at lunch, if you are not staying for lunch I 
thank you for the support you have given the Province this morning and I 
wish you a safe journey home.   
 
My wish list for Christmas and the New Year is the same and will stay 
the same.  I would like you all to enjoy your Mark and Royal Ark Mariner 
Masonry, enjoyment and fun is the key to our success, coupled with 
performing our ceremonies to the best of our ability, if possible with no 
ritual book in sight. I would prefer you to have many prompts during a 
ceremony and have tried your best rather than take the easy option of 
reading.  
 
Don’t forget brethren ask the “question” and bring me more candidates 
to both our splendid and beautiful orders. 
 
May the Supreme Commander of the Universe bless you all and may he 
make sure you have a safe Haven to shelter in times of need. 

Thank you all brethren. 

 


