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Provincial Grand Secretary’s Report to the General Purposes Committee  -  16th October, 2017. 
 
 
Right Worshipful Provincial Grand Master and Brethren, I present my report concerning the Mark Degree 
activities since February, 2017.  
 
Firstly I must offer my congratulations to our new Deputy Provincial Grand Master W.Bro. Clive and thank 
him for all the support and guidance he has given me in my new role as Provincial Grand Secretary, since 
taking up the reigns on June 28th this year. Congratulations must also go to my deputy, Geoff Nicholson and 
also to the new member of the team Allan Williams, who has settled in nicely and is currently tackling his 
first real test, sorting out the luncheon for the forthcoming Ram Assembly in November. I would also like to 
take this opportunity to thank our Past Deputy Provincial Grand Master Allan Scott for the support he has 
given me and also the encouragement and advice he has offered me and the team since stepping down.  
 
The installation of W.Bro. Clive at St. Saviourgate on the 27th June was a wonderful occasion, enjoyed by 
all and to see so many brethren in the temple and also downstairs at the festive board will no doubt live in 
Clives  memory for many years to come. To share a small part of the evening by being appointed Provincial 
Grand Secretary made it special for me also and I’m sure Geoff and Allan felt the same way to.  
 
And so, on the 28th June a new era in the province began AND for me it was a reality check. My first 
enquiry came in at 8.45am in the morning, when I received a telephone call relating to a 50 year certificate, 
followed at 9.05am with an enquiry about a dispensation! Game on!  Now to my report.  
 
The Provincial Wardens have represented the Provincial Grand Master on a number of occasions since their 
appointments in March, 2017. Their reports are invaluable and give the rulers and I a good insight in to how 
the lodges are performing and also recommendations on individuals who have impressed on the night and 
may be considered for provincial appointment in the future, securing the wellbeing of the Province.   
 
The Provincial Team have so far supported all three rulers in excellent numbers which is pleasing and 
justifies their selection and appointment to active office. This year’s Convocation at York racecourse, when 
the appointments and promotions took place, was a very enjoyable day and well attended by Brethren from 
this Province and also distinguished guests from other Provinces.   
 
Our distinguished Guests were very complimentary on the organisation and the running of the meeting and 
my thanks go to Geoff Eastburn and members of the Provincial White Rose Lodge for their stewardship and 
assistance throughout the day. Unfortunately the date for next years Convocation has recently been changed 
from the 3rd to the 10th March due to unforseen circumstances involving a clash with another masonic event. 
My apologies go to those who may have been inconvenienced in any way.  
 
This year saw the 149th Mark Benevolent Festival celebrations taking place in the Mark Province of 
Berkshire. The Provincial Grand Master was accompanied by many brethren and their wives from N&E and 
a very enjoyable weekend was had by all. Next year the festival moves to Lincolnshire and already 
arrangements are well in advance for substantial support from this Province to attend their celebrations next 
July in Lincoln. On the subject of charity, congratulations must go to the 18 brethren who received a Charity 
Collaret of one level or another this year, 17 of which were presented at this year’s Convocation in March. 
Brethren are encouraged to make donations in an effort to achieve a collaret. Details can be obtained from 
the Provincial Charity Steward Stephen Hawkes. 
 
A joint Church Service with the Red Cross degree at Welburn Church again took place this year and no 
doubt the Provincial Chaplain will comment on this in his report. Needless to say it was a very enjoyable 
afternoon with the service being well attended by Brethren and their wives. Again the after proceedings 
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were supplied by the womens institute at the nearby village hall and the buffet provided was wonderful. 
Next years service will be held on Sunday the 8th of April, 2018 and no doubt this will be as popular as this 
years event.     
 
This year, David Crofts has again being attending lodges to undertake “Mark meets the Craft” meetings with 
his band of willing assistants. The evenings have been reasonably well attended, with not only rulers being 
in attendance where ever possible, but a good number of provincial officers. There are two meetings booked 
in the very near future. One at the St Cuthberts Lodge on Tuesday 7th November and the second at the Abbot 
Hugh of Selby Lodge on Wednesday 15th of November. Lodges wishing to utilise the services of David 
should make a formal request through me and I will make the necessary arrangements. 
 
One of the Provincial Grand Master’s objectives for the near future is to increase membership of the Mark 
and RAM orders. He wants us all to try and encourage Craft Brethren to join us. Figures for the past year are 
very encouraging with total membership of the Mark increasing from 835 to 851, up 1.92% and the RAM 
membership increasing from 376 to 381, up 1.33%. Unfortunately there have been 23 deaths which is sad, 
together with a number of resignations, but on a positive note 44 Brethren have been elevated /advanced and 
a number of lodges have candidates in waiting. Hopefully with the continuing increase in membership the 
average age will drop from its current figure of 67 years.  
 
I would like to take this opportunity to thank the social committee for their support and skills in organising 
the various successful events throughout the year, especially the ladies Night function at York Racecourse. I 
would also add my thanks to the new summer fayre committee for organising a very successful event at 
Pickering in July, when numbers attended increased and money raised was £5777 compared to £4785 in 
2016. Early indications show that next year’s event will be even bigger with many more stalls promised. 
 
I would also like to take this opportunity to thank my Deputy Geoff Nicholson and Assistant Allan Williams 
for their help over the past few months. Both continue to work hard for the province and I am sure that their 
dedication and commitment will pay dividends in years to come for the province as a whole. Finally I must 
mention our Registrar Tom Spinks for his unbelievable patience and commitment in dealing with an 
enormous work load looking after the annual returns of lodges, Provincial visits matrix and website to name 
a few. He is an incredible asset to our province and invaluable to me as part of my team.  
 
Right Worshipful Provincial Grand Master that concludes my first report as Provincial Grand Secretary and 
I look forward to compiling many more in the future. 
 
 
Bill Glanville 
Provincial Grand Secretary. 


