
GP Item 5 - Provincial Grand Secretary’s RAM Report 
 
 
Provincial Grand Secretary’s Report to the General Purposes Committee, 16th October 2017. 
 
Right Worshipful Provincial Grand Master and Brethren, I present my report on the 
Provincial Royal Ark Mariner activities. 
 
Before I do so I must thank our Past Provincial Grand Secretary Clive Copley, for all his help 
and guidance since my appointment and obviously congratulate him on his appointment as the 
new Deputy Provincial Grand Master.  
 
Preparations are well underway for our Annual Assembly which will, this year take place at a 
new location at the Spa in Scarborough. Most of the arrangements are now complete and my 
deputy, Geoff Nicholson and I, together with the Deputy Director of Ceremonies Ron 
Campbell are looking forward to a well organised, smooth running day that will be enjoyed 
by all. My new assistant Allan Williams is working hard collating the lunch applications and 
once again members of the Provincial White Rose Lodge are to assist on the day. After the 
behind the scenes disappointments at the Royal Hotel last year, I am confident that this year’s 
assembly will be a superb occasion and hopefully the first of many more at the Spa. 
 
This year the Provincial Grand Master will welcome W.Bro. Dr Rod Taylor  who will be 
giving the lecture entitled, “ Nailer, jailer, warder, sailor – John Francis Dorrington. Grand 
Commander”. An unusual title but guaranteed to be a very interesting and enjoyable 
presentation.          
 
The Grand and RAM Provincial Officers of the year have, since their appointments both 
supported and represented the Provincial Grand Master very well. Both installation and host 
lodge visits have been well attended by the Grand and Provincial Officers and this has been 
greatly appreciated by all the lodges. 
 
The Annual Returns have again this year been issued direct to lodges and are being processed, 
these will give a better indication on the change in Royal Ark Mariner membership, which 
will be addressed by our Provincial Grand Registrar later in the meeting. I can say that the 
total membership has increased over the past year and hopefully this will continue year on 
year. The PGM is keen to promote an initiative to motivate Mark and RAM members to 
encourage non RAM members to join the order. This will be continued at the RAM Assembly 
where application forms will be on every seat, for RAM attendees to take away with them and 
to pass on to prospective new members.   
 
The RAM year is coming to an end and a new one is just days away, I would ask all brethren 
to put forward ideas of what they would like to see at the Assembly in 2018, and beyond. 
 
Finally, I offer my thanks to W.Bro’s Geoff and Allan for their hard work, commitment  and 
support and to the members of this executive committee for their kind words of 
encouragement and support after I and the new members of the secretariat had been 
appointed.  
 
Right Worshipful Provincial Grand Master, this is my report. 
 
 
Bill Glanville 
Provincial Grand Secretary. 


