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Doesn’t a year go by quickly when you are enjoying yourself, and I’m certainly enjoying 
being your Provincial Grand Master.  Hopefully brethren the year has flown by for you and 
you have all enjoyed your Mark Masonry.  That is, and always will be, my main message, 
enjoyment.  Masonry should be Enjoyable and Fun.  I believe that having fun at our meetings 
and social events is the best way of retaining membership and convincing our non-Mark men 
from the craft to join the Mark.  I also believe that when we perform ceremonies we should 
do them to the best of our ability, with no ritual book in sight.  Enjoyment in the lodge should 
not be detrimental to the standard of ritual we deliver; a well performed ceremony is the key 
to a happy and enjoyable lodge.  I acknowledge Ritual is not for everyone but everyone 
should do their best.  As my Assistant Provincial Grand Master has said in the past, it’s down 
to personal pride in oneself in how we deliver ritual, make that extra effort brethren, you will 
feel better for giving all you have rather than taking the easy option and reading from a book. 
 
Membership of our order has remained pretty much the same as last year, although we have 
had 39 advancements and 21 re-joining or joining members during the year, deaths, honorary 
memberships and other factors have reduced the numbers slightly, but we are growing 
steadily.  Yet again my message to you all is simple; convince those non-Mark men in your 
Craft lodge to join the Mark.  Emphasise what we have to offer, the enjoyment that we all 
gain from being a member of the Mark.  I’m sure brethren our numbers have been swelled 
over the year by the good work that has been done by V.W.Bro David Crofts and his team in 
presenting the Mark meets the Craft evenings, My grateful thanks to all the team. Worshipful 
Masters and Lodge Secretaries, if you haven’t already done so, please contact the Provincial 
Secretary and arrange for a presentation to be done in your lodge.   
Our first presentation at Minerva 12TI last year brought in ten new members.   
 
I’m delighted brethren to welcome to our meeting today our very newest member, Bro Martin 
Stubbs of York Ti, advanced on Wednesday, my candidate. Bro. Martin I hope you have 
many happy and enjoyable years in Mark Masonry.  
 
There can be no better advert for the Mark than to advertise the fact that the Craft Provincial 
Grand Master, R.W.Bro Jeffrey Gillyon, is the Active Grand Sword Bearer of the Mark.  I 
have proudly watched you Sir, at the head of the Grand Master and Pro Grand Master 
procession in to Grand Lodge over the last year.  We also receive the support of your Deputy, 
V.W.Bro Bill Fisher, soon to become Worshipful Master of the Beacon Mark Lodge and your 
Assistant W.Bro. Sam Juddah, who has supported the Mark for many years.  Support also 
comes from the Past Provincial Grand Master of the Craft R.W.Bro Richard Anderson and 
E.Companion Peter Mawer, the Deputy Grand Superintendent of the Chapter, I do thank you 
all for your continued support.  I would hope brethren that you will promote the Mark in the 
coming year with more vigour, knowing that when you come across a negative response to 
joining the Mark you can point to the support we receive from the Craft and Chapter Rulers.  
  
The support we receive brethren cannot just go one way, we also need to support the craft.  A 
strong craft is the bed rock of all the orders in masonry, we need to be pro-active in finding 
suitable candidates to join our craft lodges. A strong and vibrant Craft is essential to all the 
orders in Masonry. 
 
To show tangible support to the craft and in particular the Tercentenary Celebrations that are 
being held this year, We, the Mark, have booked 36 places at the Tercentenary Ball to be held 
at Guisborough Hall on the 1st April, in our party we also have W.Bro David Roach, 
Intendant General of the Red Cross and V.W.Bro Neil Woodward, District Grand Master of 
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the Royal and Select Masters.  I like to think that Masonry is a family, the mother is of course 
the craft, that is where we all come from.  From there all the other orders play a vital role in 
the very fabric of masonry.  Helping to further and expand our Masonic knowledge and not 
forgetting the financial support, through our subscriptions, that we give to the Masonic 
buildings where we hold our meetings. 
 
The year has been a full one with five of our members celebrating 50 years in Mark Masonry.  
The Deputy Provincial Grand Master, V.W.Bro. Allan Scott presented W.Bro Ike Godwin, of 
the Middlesbrough Lodge his certificate last June, and then I presented W.Bro Geoff Maw, of 
the Star in the East Lodge, his certificate last October.  At the beginning of this year it was 
like waiting for a bus, you wait for ages for one to arrive then three arrive together.  Three 50 
years certificates presented in one week.  R.W.Bro. Fred Smith, of the St. Peters Lodge, 
started off a very memorable week with the Assistant Grand Master, R.W.Bro. John 
Prizeman travelling up to York to present R.W.Bro. Fred with his certificate.  The honour of 
having the Assistant Grand Master to present the certificate was in recognition of the high 
regard London have for Fred. For those that don’t know Fred has been the Worshipful Master 
of the Grand Masters Lodge in both the Mark and Royal Ark Mariners, and is the current 
Master of the Grand Stewards Lodge. To further emphasis the high regard Fred is held, 
R.W.Bro Keith Emmerson, Past Deputy Grand Master, also attended.  Bro Greg Ballantyne, 
of the Minerva Lodge, continued the week of 50 year certificates, receiving not only a 50 
year certificate from London but one from the Scottish constitution as well, I rounded off the 
evening by promoting Greg to Past Provincial Grand Standard Bearer.  Greg being a true Scot 
went away a very happy man, two certificates for the price of one, both free, and a field 
promotion which means no honour fee. 
The 50 year certificate week came to an end at the Londesborough Lodge, where I presented 
W.Bro Tony Ayre his 50 year certificate, what a splendid night that was.  Tony has been a 
stalwart at the Londesborough Lodge for many years and along with a group of fellow 
stalwarts has helped to keep Mark Masonry in Bridlington.  Tony I do thank you for all you 
have done and I know I can rely on you to continue the good work in promoting the Mark.  
Those brethren who have received 50th year certificates in the last year and are present today 
would you please stand, as I’m sure we would like to congratulate you on your services to the 
Mark. 
 
The year has also seen a return to winning ways on the golf course.  Yes brethren, North & 
East Yorkshire are the proud holders of the inter Provincial Golf Trophy. Our annual Golf 
match with West Yorkshire is always a very keenly fought battle.  We won the match on 
home soil, at Driffield Golf Club, superbly organised once again by our Golf Captain, 
V.W.Bro Neil Woodward. Neil thank you for organising the event, everything went 
according to plan.  Brethren we actually won by 6.5 to 1.5 games, only losing one game. The 
Assistant Provincial Grand Master, W.Bro Paul and myself realising that the ethos behind 
these provincial golf matches is to promote harmony and good spirit between our two 
provinces, and looking at the scores on the board, decided that in the spirit of the game we 
should lose our match, hence not whitewashing West Yorkshire completely.  Having said 
that, we were beaten comprehensively by about four holes.  I look forward to the return 
match later this year. 
 
Keeping with Golf, V.W.Bro. Neil and I also travelled to North Wales to play the Deputy 
Provincial Grand Master, V.W.Bro David Wright and W.Bro. Vic Rogerson on a beautiful 
sunny day in July last year, we came back victorious that day as well.  The hospitality Neil 
and I received was first class and much appreciated. I must say though Brethren the 
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comments about my handicap were very cruel and hurtful, but all true! We look forward to a 
return match here in North & East later this year. 
 
We have a couple of Golf days organised for this year, the Wardens Golf day organised by 
W.Bro Gordon Turner and the Provincial Golf Tournament organised by V.W.Bro Neil 
Woodward. The dates are on the website brethren, neyorksmark.com. 
The social committee, under the Chairmanship of Bro. Frank Harlington and the Secretary 
W.Bro David Jennings, has provided us with a variety of entertaining evenings throughout 
the year and I do thank all the committee for the hard work they put in to make these nights 
so successful and enjoyable. Brethren please support these evenings, especially the Mark 
Ladies Evening this year to be held on the 24th June at the York racecourse, I think you all 
have a flyer on your seat, don’t leave them behind, fill then in and come along for a great 
night out.  Use this evening to recruit new members, let them see what the Mark is all about.  
I must at this point pay a special tribute to W.Bro David Jennings. David has decided to stand 
down as secretary of the social committee and from the committee itself, after many years as 
being Secretary.  David you will leave a big hole in the committee the enormous amount of 
hard and diligent work you have put in to the social events of the province has been immense 
and I personally would like to thank you for all you have done. 
 
While talking of social events, please support the revamped “New Summer Fayre” to be held 
at the Pickering Recreation Ground on the 15th July.  The Summer Fayre committee under the 
chairmanship of W.Bro Vic Thompson have worked extremely hard to add different 
attractions to this year’s Fayre which will include Falconry Display and a Car Rally. 
Hopefully all Lodges will come on board and have a stall, please try to have an unusual stall, 
not just a bottle one. 
 
As always, a good contingent of us went down to London, last June, to witness some of our 
brethren being promoted or receiving first appointments to Grand Rank. 
Promotions went to 
W.Bro Jeffery Gillyon to Grand Sword Bearer 
W.Bro Tom Baillie to Past Grand Junior Deacon 
W.Bro. Geoff Eastburn 
W.Bro Maurice Hatton 
W.Bro Joe Robinson 
Receiving First Appointments 
W.Bro Vic Thompson PAGDC 
W.Bro Chris Blackman PAGSwdB 
Could I ask those brethren to be upstanding, I’m sure brethren you would like to congratulate 
them on their preferment. 
A small group of us went down to the Devonshire MBF Festival and we also had a weekend 
away in the Dales. Both these weekends were a resounding success and I would like to thank 
W.Bro Neil Webster in particular who, along with his wife Veronica, organised the Dales 
weekend away, Thank you Neil. 
 
Along with our yearly trip to the Mark Investiture meeting this coming June, this year will 
see Fifty of us travelling down to attend the Berkshire MBF Festival weekend in July, I’m 
sure those brethren attending will be warmly welcomed and have an enjoyable weekend. 
 
To the retiring Provincial team, thank you for the commitment you have given over the year 
and hopefully your continued commitment in the coming years.   
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To the new team congratulations on your appointments, my fellow Rulers and I look forward 
to your company around the province and at as many of the social events as you can attend. 
Remember receiving a Provincial Office or being promoted to Grand Rank is not the end, it’s 
the beginning of another chapter in your Mark masonic journey and a further commitment to 
the order will be expected.  Please attend as many of the Provincial visits during the year as 
you can, one more thing I ask of you, during your year in office, “Bring me a Candidate for 
Advancement”.  Apart from supporting me, my fellow Rulers and the Province, this will be 
the most important achievement and support you can give over the year. Do your best 
brethren. 
 
My thanks go to the entire executive for all the work they have done freely and at their own 
expense.  I’m sure they would also like me to thank all the Lodge Secretaries, Charity 
Stewards and Almoners for the work and support they also give. 
 
My thanks to W.Bro Malcolm Farrow for the work he does with the Keystone Club, I’m sure 
Malcolm will sell you a ticket if you haven’t already got one.  
 
My thanks also go to the Provincial Grand Director of Ceremonies, W.Bro Mike Collinson, 
His Deputy, W.Bro Ron Campbell, his Assistants, W.Bro Jon Smith and Les Richings. 
 
I think brethren unless you have been a Provincial Secretary you don’t realise the work that is 
involved in running the Province, a special thank you to the Provincial Secretary W.Bro. 
Clive Copley,  to your Deputy, W.Bro Bill Glanville and Assistant W.Bro Geoff Nicholson. 
 
My thanks again to my Deputy and my Assistant. 
 
All of these brethren have worked tremendously hard not just for this meeting but throughout 
the year, travelling many miles and putting in long hours at the computer to make today and 
the year go as smoothly as possible and I do thank them all. 
 
Our spiritual needs have been well looked after by W.Bro Maurice Hatton, our Provincial 
Grand Chaplain and his Deputy and Assistant. As I have said on a number of occasions, the 
first question you were asked when entering a Lodge for the first time was, “In whom do you 
put your trust”, your reply – “In God”.  With this in mind please attend the Church Service 
held jointly with the Red Cross on Sunday 23rd April at Welburn.  
 
 
You will remember the MBF donated North & East Yorkshire £25,000 to help with the flood 
relief after the 2015 Christmas floods hit York and the surrounding districts.  The money they 
donate must come from somewhere, hence the MBF festivals held each year and the 
presentations of Charity Collarettes.   This year they have asked the Provinces to send a team 
of six down to London on the 6th May to do a sponsored walk round the Royal parks, 7 or 8 
miles in total.  The PWRL has been promoting it today.  You can either go through our 
Provincial Charity Steward, W.Bro Stephen Hawkes, or direct to the donation site. The 
address is mbfwalk.org.uk.  I hope brethren that you as individuals and as lodges will support 
me and my fellow walkers, W.Bro’s. Paul Barham, Clive Copley, Ron Campbell, Gordon 
Turner and Les Richings.  Looking at the fitness of the team we are also taking with us 
W.Bro. Doctor Ling Yu with oxygen tanks and a defibrillator.  
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Brethren, donations will go towards your MBF Collarettes and to MBF Festival accounts.  
Our own Festival will be held in 2033, while you are welcome to give to our own festival, 
there are Provinces close to our boarders who are in festival mode now, in particular West 
Yorkshire.  All money received through our charity steward and have not had a province 
specified on the return will be allocated to West Yorkshire and our sister provinces in the 
north who are in festival. 
Brethren please give freely and as much as you can afford for this very worthy charity. 
 
In Closing, I would also ask you all to make regular visits to our website this will help to 
keep you informed of all that is going on in the province and to check on dates for meetings 
and social events. The visiting Matrix for next year is now up and running. Provincial 
Officers of the year please look at the site and recheck your visits and if possible add to them.  
W.Bro Tom Spinks puts in a lot of work to make the website user friendly and relevant, 
please use it.  Again the address is neyorksmark.com 
 
Brethren continue to enjoy your Mark Masonry, keep spreading the word. I thank you for 
your support this morning and over the last year and look forward to seeing you all at Lunch 
and throughout the year.  Yet again the Yorkshire puddings are getting cold, so I will finish 
by wishing you are well  
 
May the Great Overseer of the Universe Bless you all. 
 
Thank you Brethren 
 
  


