
2017 Mark Convocation - Report of the Provincial Almoner 
Right Worshipful Provincial Grand Master and brethren all I have pleasure in submitting 
my report as the Mark Provincial Almoner. 

It has been a busy first year and I am grateful to the many lodge almoners that I have to 
date needed to work with, I also now thank them most sincerely for their support. My 
assistant Malcolm Farrow and I have a good working relationship and he provides valuable 
support. The retired assistant Peter Armstrong seems to be working harder than ever on 
behalf of his lodges and thus the Province and I am grateful for his support along with the 
many other lodge almoners who also do such a good job. I also take this opportunity to 
thank those many lodge brethren who have taken the trouble to provide information to 
me of those who may need assistance.  

Most lodge almoners work hard at their role and they make a difference to their lodges, 
communicating well where assistance is required. Some lodges still however consider it as 
a office to be filled rather than one which is important and requiring the right brother in it. 
This is something I must try to deal with. It is also interesting to see how often in lodges 
when an almoner has presented his report another brother stands to report facts which 
should perhaps have been properly passed to the almoner earlier to allow him to get 
involved.   

Some almoners require assistance and I have started on this with visits to their lodges and 
conversations, hopefully supportive, as well as the provision of supporting documentation. 
The planned February almoners training course could not be held on the day of the Gen. 
Purpose meeting as there wasn’t a space available at Connaught Court, the alternative 
date didn't fit the majority of almoners who responded. Alternative arrangements have 
been made and a formal training meeting planned jointly with the Craft and Chapter. In 
the meantime, I will circulate a set of slides setting out the key issues, these can serve as 
a basis for comment when we do get together and hopefully will provide an aid memoir to 
those who are reasonably new in particular.  

It has been an interesting first year and learning is of necessity rapid, many brethren feel 
that they are being a nuisance rather than deserving assistance. This is a Yorkshire 
attitude I suspect but all are grateful for the interest shown, particularly that the Provincial 
Grand Master is aware of their situation. Too often still it is the P.G.M who reports illness 
to me but hopefully this will improve as I work more with lodge almoners and brethren 
know who I am.      

The Provincial Almoner role is compelling to be involved with, and hopefully to a degree I 
am becoming useful at least to those who feel they need support. Documentation from 
the Grand Benevolent Fund is a little out of date and I have communicated my views.  

Working relationships with the Craft and Chapter Almoners and now those of other orders 
is progressing well, this is bound to improve the support we can provide and hopefully 
speed up action where it is required.  
R. W. Provincial Grand Master, my report. 
DD..  JJeennnniinnggss  
J. David Jennings     


