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Mark my Words 

2016 Mark Convocation................ 
The Organisers of the first Tour de Yorkshire cycle race have already started 

discussions with regional local authorities ahead of the 2016 season. 

The debut Tour de Yorkshire was broadcast live to 177 countries   worldwide 

on channels such as ITV4 and British Eurosport in May. Nearly 300 journalists 

from regional, national and international media attended the race. 

Dates for the 2016 race will be confirmed in autumn this year. The Organisers have 

already confirmed they will apply for the first weekend of May. 

This date of course clashes with our usual Mark Convocation meeting and if the     

cycling event uses the facilities at the York Racecourse again we will not be allowed 

access.  Details of the race will not be settled until the autumn so our Rulers and   

Secretariat have agreed a new date for our annual Convocation for next year and in 

the future.  The Convocation will take place on the 2nd Saturday in March 

every year, so Saturday March 12th 2016 is the date agreed with the    

Racecourse for our next Convocation. Please make a note of this very important 

change. 

MARK MEETS CRAFT AND RAM 
David Crofts is to re-introduce his presentation "Mark meets the Craft" around the Province. These 
presentation nights are back up and running and if lodges would like to use this as a recruiting aid please 
contact David so that he can check the availability of the presentation team.  Remember that if            
the presentation is in a Craft lodge then Craft have to invite the Mark to attend.  
Ken Eyre is also available with a number of talks covering both Mark and RAM for nights when no        
advancement or elevations are planned.                                         . 
Ian Murdoch is available to introduce a talk promoting the RAM which could be a useful tool for        
recruitment, again please have a word with him for full details. 
Please contact Clive Copley, Prov. Grand Secretary to keep him informed if you plan to take up the offer 
any of these presentations.  
Remember Brethren the Province will pay a brother’s Grand Lodge Registration fee when he is 
Advanced or Elevated into a Mark, or a Royal Ark Mariner Lodge within the Province.   
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MARK PROVINCIAL WARDENS’ GOLF COMPETITION 
 

 

 

 

 

 

‘A 

Great 

Event’ 

 

 

 

 

‘Booked 

Again 

For 

Next 

Year’ 

 

 

The 2nd Annual Wardens’ Golf competition was held at Forest 
Park Golf club on 1st June, organised by last year’s Senior  
Warden Gordon Turner. 
22 Brethren took part including the PGM, Dep.PGM,         
Assist.PGM and Past Dep.PGM Neil Woodward who played as 
a team and lead out as the first team.  This had the benefit for 
them, fortunately returning just before the rain started on an 
otherwise sunny, if breezy, day. 
The current Senior and Junior Wardens, W. Bros. Ling Faang 
Yu and  Wilf Elliott, though non-golfers, attended to greet the 
players as they completed their rounds.   
The meal was enjoyed by all, with the usual Mark harmony.  
The winners were then announced: 
The nearest the pin on the 7th hole was won by Chris Bird, just 
beating the Dep.PGM. 
 
 

 
 
The longest drive on the 18th hole was struck by Dave 
Tunstall. 
The team prize was won by some familiar faces, they also 
won last year, Andy Pittaway, Bryan Peakes, David    
Johnstone and Barry Eyre, representing Beverlac Lodge, 
returned a score of 81, to win by one point. 
 
 
Everyone agreed that the event had been a success and 
that the venue and catering were first class.  With this in 
mind next year’s Wardens Golf Day has been provisionally 
booked for Wednesday 1 June at Forest Park Golf Club 

At the May 1st meeting of Cleveland Mark Lodge 12 Brethren 
from Stokesley Mark Lodge of Installed Masters claimed the 
Travelling Keystone. 
The Keystone was handed to lodge W.M. Peter Armstrong by 
Cleveland Lodge W.M. Allan Williams.   
The Keystone has certainly been changing hands in the North 
of the Province for many months now Brethren.  A fresh   
challenge from other Southern Lodges is certainly overdue.  
Please get together and challenge the Stokesley Lodge for the 
Keystone. 
There has been an important change in the rules    
governing the Travelling Keystone: The Lodge in    
possession of the Travelling Keystone at the time of 
the annual Mark Convocation will be paraded in at the 
start of the meeting to hand over the Keystone to the 

PGM.  At the end of the 
meeting the PGM will   
present the Travelling  
Keystone to the Mark 
Lodge which has the most 
Brethren dining after the 
meeting. 
The next meeting of Stokesley 
Lodge of Installed Masters will 
be on Friday June 19th when 
the Master Elect W.Bro Norris 
Wilson will be installed. 

All Brethren are welcome to attend and we expect that a claim 
for the Keystone will be made 

The Journey so far... 

Brough 

Cleveland 

Alverton 

Start 
Minerva 

The Victory 

Stokesley 

MARK TRAVELLING KEYSTONE 
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Change’ 

 

 

A relaxed team of Mark Rulers! 
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On 5th June R.W. Bro. David Robert (Bob) Clancey, 
PGM, presented our new Travelling Porphyry Stone to 
The Beacon Centenary RAM Lodge No. 1583 to start its 
journey around the Province. 
An introduction into the history of the Porphyry Stone 
was given by the PGM and the Organiser of the Travelling 
Porphyry Stone, W. Bro. Gordon Dudley, gave a short 
description and explanation of the method of claiming the 
Stone. 
The Stone had been ‘discovered’ by W. Bro. David Coupe 
and the PGM had it shaped and dressed ready to be fitted 
into a box.  V.W. Bro. Allan Scott, having volunteered to make the box brought it to the meeting.  The 
quality of the workmanship is absolutely superb, not only is the Stone mounted within a felt lined    
mahogany case, with brass fittings, but it also has superb engraved plaques on the stone and on the  
outside of the box engraved by Bro. Ray 
Douglas of Redcar Mark Lodge. 
The Worshipful Commander, Peter 
Ayre accepted the Stone on behalf of 
the Lodge but their possession was very 
short lived.   14 members of     Aller-
tonshire RAM Lodge descended upon 
them at the meeting and claimed the 
Stone! 
The raid was led by the Commander, 
Alan Hopwood and his Wardens following the long journey from the North of our Province and at the 
festive board the newly installed Commander had to hand over the stone as one of his first duties. 

Don’t forget Brethren that any Worshipful Commander can 
plan a raid on the Lodge that is in possession of the Porphyry 
Stone to make a claim on it and take it back to his Lodge and 
display it with pride. 
A league table has been added to the Provincial website, to 
enable everyone to see where it travels and how many   
visitors it took to claim the stone. 
An important change has been implemented to the rules.  
The Lodge in possession of the Porphyry Stone at the time 
of the RAM Provincial Annual Meeting in November each 

year will be paraded in at the start of the meeting to hand over the Stone to the PGM.  At the end of 
the meeting the PGM will present the Stone to the RAM Lodge which has the most Brethren dining 
after the meeting. 
Join-in brethren and make your Royal Ark Mariner meetings and festive boards overflow 
with visitors!!!    
The ownership of this Porphyry Stone is something to be proud of and will grace your 
meeting, if you can hold onto it........     Allertonshire RAM next meeting is on Tuesday  
September 1st, claim it then and your Lodge could be in possession at the Prov. Annual 
Meeting. 

RAM NEWS  
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During his recent holiday in North Island, New Zealand W. Bro. David Batley came across 
two Masonic Halls that caught his attention.  He took these two photographs. 
They are obviously not afraid of publicity in New Zealand. They were taken in Rotarua and 
Coramandal on the North Island. 

 

NEW ZEALAND HALLS 

Coromandal Masonic Hall Rotorua Masonic Hall 

The Allertonshire raiders 
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TO ALL GOLFERS 
The Annual Mark Golf Competition is to be held on the 14th 
July at The Oaks Golf Club, Aughton Common, Aughton, Bubwith, 
York.  Tee off times are from 11.00 am.  The greens are all built to 

USGA specifications with a total of seven lakes on the course. 
The closing date for entries for the competition is 1st July and the 
entrance fee is once again only £38 to include, coffee and bap on 
arrival, 18 holes of golf, a three course meal and of course, prizes. 
Non Golfers pay around £15 for their food. 
The course is well kept and is easy walking.  Buggies are available if 
required and should be arranged direct with the course on Tel No. 
01757 288 577.  Half-way refreshments are available at a log cabin. 
The competition is Stableford format, best three scores out of four to count, in two divisions for Mark 
Masons.  Non Mark Masons will play for the Cooper Shield and the ladies will have their own           
competition. 

A Raffle will be held and brethren are invited to donate 
Raffle prizes. 
Please come and join us on this great social event  with 
good company, good food and great laughs. 
Application forms have been sent to all Lodges for those 
interested in attending this great day out, or please con-
tact Neil, on his email:  neil_woodward@sky.com 
 
All Golfers please note that our annual match against 
West Yorkshire Mark Province will take place at Low 
Laithes G.C. Near Wakefield on 1st October. 

Neil Woodward 

A general view of The Oaks Golf Club 

Low Laithes Golf Club  

A message from W. Bro. Brian Rigby who has been appointed to an Advisory Group to the South Tees 
Clinical Commissioning Group. 
“By now you will all most likely to be sick to death of politics and the 
NHS (pardon the pun) but I would very much appreciate your support 
in a new venture I’ve got involved in. 
The NHS is on wobbly legs and I’ve added mine to try and attempt to 
improve the services many of us take for granted. 
I have been selected to be an advisor to the Commissioning Group 
(CCG) (amazingly without any pay). We advisors are to be given  
specific tasks to look into and report our findings to the CCG      
executive. 
I hope to be able to have a regular column in Mark my Words requesting your help in my investigations 
covering topics such as improving mental health & learning disability services, simplifying urgent care etc. 
We, our families and friends, have all gained experience in using NHS services and I would be very much 
obliged if you share them with me. My influence (if that’s the right word) area is South Tees but we 
need to know what is happening elsewhere and we will share our information with others. 
Who better to ask for help but from the finest group of wobbly legs in Yorkshire, Mark Men. 
Watch this space.”                        Contact: Email brianrigby10@yahoo.co.uk                                         Brian Rigby PPGSW 

WOBBLY LEGS COLUMN 

SUMMER CAPTION 
This photo was sent in by a close friend of the     
Provincial Assistant  D.C. Requesting that it be    
submitted for Caption comments. 
Please send them to the Editor please and they will 
be included in the next issue (if they are printable!!) 

W. Bro. Brian Rigby 


