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Mark my Words 

SOCIAL COMMITTEE NEWS 

The afternoon of Sunday the 3rd of June will see a thousand boats gather on the river Thames 
in celebration of the Queen’s Diamond Jubilee. It will be the largest flotilla in modern times on 
the river, with rowing boats, working boats, and pleasure vessels of all shapes and sizes. Each 
vessel will be beautifully dressed with streamers and Union Jacks. The flotilla will stretch for  
an estimated twelve and a half miles.  
The Pageant Organisers were involved in 
the selection process and safety, fitness for 
purpose, the range of the vessel type, as 
well as the boats’ historical significance, and 
whether it had an interesting story to tell, 
were considered during selection. 
At the end of 2011, organisers confirmed 
that the owner of the vessel ‘Gratitude’,  
W. Bro. Alan Richmond, had been selected 
to take part and represent North Yorkshire 
in the event. 
Her Majesty the Queen, and other      
members of the Royal Family aboard the 
Royal Barge ‘The Spirit of Chartwell’ will 
take part in the procession. It will be a once 
in a lifetime moment and a glorious       
occasion in our rich Royal History. 
Alan said, "The Lord Lieutenant of North Yorkshire, Baron Crathorne, and his Deputy Lieutenant, have 
both expressed their wish to be on board the 'Gratitude' as part of the  Royal Pageant Flotilla.  I am 
thrilled that the 'Gratitude' has been afforded the special honour to represent the County of North 
Yorkshire at the Thames Diamond Jubilee Pageant and I will be proud to display Mark, and Royal Ark 
Mariner Pennants on the day.” 
W.Bro. Alan Richmond, of Star in the East Lodge No 95, purchased the ‘Gratitude’ in 1995, and         
completely refurbished the vessel. The re-fit included the provision of more authentic fittings and rigging, 
which were based on re-discovered photographic evidence, and new sails made by the famous         
James Lawrence Sail Loft in Brightlingsea. 
The ‘Gratitude’ was intended as a ‘floating museum piece’. The Master builder chosen for the task to 
build her was Mr. Hector Handyside, of Harrison’s Yard in Amble. Harrison’s were one of the last yards 
to build the old sailing type. Mr. Handyside remembered old boats, (some that had been built in the    
19th century) being scrapped. He said that the ‘Gratitude’ was built using the ‘earliest methods of       
construction that he had seen’ and based on the ‘Yorkshire Fishing’ type, which is slightly different in 
shape to the ‘Cobles’ of his native Northumberland. The new boat was launched in 1976. 
A last comment from Alan, “There will be a lot of work involved now in getting the boat ready for the 
Queen to admire her”. 

Following the very successful evening at the Jinnah Restaurant on the A64 near Malton, it has been    
decided to include this event in the annual calendar of social events organised by the Mark Social          
Committee.  This event was so well subscribed that the list had to be closed early and a waiting list 
started.  The evening was extremely entertaining with great food and an excellent Raffle.  Dates will be 
announced in the next Newsletter so keep a close look out and book early if you want to attend this 
function. 
The Burns Night organised by the Mark Social Committee is to be held at St Saviourgate Masonic Hall, 
York once again, but the date has been altered.  The next event will take place on 9 Feb 2013.  Further 
details to follow. 

“Gratitude” alongside the  Nelsonian Frigate The Grand Turk in 

Whitby Harbour. 
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A LONG SERVING MARK MASON 

It was the 95th birthday of W Bro Geoffrey Haylett of Minerva 
Mark Lodge 12TI on the 4th April which was also the same day as 
the Minerva lodge meeting.   The attached picture shows the cake 
presented by the WM at the festive board. 
Geoff is well known around the Province as a superb ritualist, 
something he demonstrated on the night by delivering the Secrets, 
word perfectly, to Bro Martin Wright on his advancement into the 
Minerva Lodge. 
On the 5th December it will be Geoff’s 50th anniversary of being  
advanced into the Mark Degree which is also, again, the same day 
that the lodge meeting will be held.   
Well done Geoff. 

Geoff Nicholson. 

 

GRAND LODGE PROMOTIONS AND 1ST APPOINTMENTS...  
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HOME FROM HOSPITAL 

The Hull Churches ‘Home from Hospital,’ is a Hull 
charity which does just what the name implies anyone 
who has been in hospital and has no-one to look after 
them at home is helped by the charity. In fact the Lord 
Mayor of Hull Councillor Colin Inglis was so         
impressed with the care he received that he        
nominated the organisation as one of his chosen   
charities for his year in office. 
The Charity approached the Beverlac Keystone Mark 
Lodge for help. Often parents are in hospital for 
lengthy  periods of time sometimes with a terminal 
illness. The Charity was trying to raise the funds to 
purchase a number of voice recorders which were 
sophisticated enough to link in to a computer so that 
patients could record messages and bedtime stories 
for their children. These could then be transferred on to a CD and played back to the children. They 
would also form a lasting memory if anything happened to that parent. 
With their usual generosity the Mark Masons of Beverlac stepped in at once and the proceeds of just 
one large raffle at the December meeting raised the necessary funds and with the help of a discount 
from the local Comet store three units were purchased.                                                     Peter Nesbitt 

 

 

 

 

 

 

‘One 

Large 

Raffle’ 

Bill Barker, Charity Steward, Peter Nesbitt,         
WM Beverlac Keystone Mark Lodge 281               

and the ladies from the charity 

The following brethren will receive Grand 
Lodge Promotions or 1st Appointments in   

London at Grand Mark Lodge on June 12th. 

Promotions: 
V.W.Bro Ernest Peter Donnison - P.G.J.W 
V.W.Bro Fredrick Arthur Smith - P.G.J.W 
W.Bro David Philip Coupe - P.G.S.D 
W.Bro Peter Saxton - P.G.S.D 
W.Bro Anthony Burke - P.G.J.D. 

1st Appointments 
W.Bro Richard John Anderson - P.G.S.D 
W.Bro Neil Webster - Asst. Grand Inner Guard 
W.Bro Michael John Collinson - P.A.G.D.C 
W.Bro Clive Copley - P.A.G.D.C 
W.Bro William Henry Harding - P.A.G.D.C 
W.Bro Richard Randle - P.G.Swd.B 
W.Bro David Geoffrey F Broadhead - P.G.Std.B 
W.Bro J David Jennings - Grand Steward 

The Provincial Golf day is to be held on the 10th July  at The Oaks Golf Club, Aughton Common,   
Aughton, Bubwith, York.  The greens are all built to USGA specifications with substantial mounding.  
There are seven lakes on the course. 
The closing date for entries for the competition is 27th June and the entrance fee is £38 to include,   
coffee and bap on arrival, 18 holes of golf, half-way refreshments, a three course meal and of course, the 
prizes. Non Golfers pay only £15 for their food. 
The competition is Stableford format in two divisions for Mark Masons, non Mark Masons will play for 
the Cooper Shield and the ladies will have their own competition. 
Please come and join us and bring along Craft and Non Masons as well for this great social event with 
good company, good food and great laughs. 
Application forms have been sent to all Lodges for those interested.                                   Neil Woodward 



ROYAL ARK MARINER AREA 
 Announced at the 2011 Provincial RAM meeting at Scarborough the brethren of the Allertonshire 
RAM Lodge are to carry out an elevation ceremony at this year’s meeting on 5th November.  The 
meeting will be held at the Royal Hotel Scarborough followed by a lunch with the ladies. 
Details of this very special event will be sent to the brethren nearer the time so please return your 
forms and book your place for a good day out in Scarborough. 

————————— 
The Allertonshire Lodge of Royal Ark  Mariners have an interesting tale to tell: 
In early 2010 the Lodge members started to 
discuss a replacement for their Lodge Floor 
covering which was a painted depiction of the 
symbols of the Degree on a form of oilcloth.  
The painting had become very cracked and 
dirty and it was agreed that it was beyond 
repair and that an estimate for a replacement 
should be obtained.  W.Bro Wilf  Elliott  
volunteered to do this and W.Bro Peter 
Fawcett then, very generously, agreed to 
cover the cost. 
The search for a replacement proved to be 
more difficult than anticipated as many of the 
usual Masonic suppliers advised that this was 
not an item of Masonic furniture that they 
had previously encountered.  It was also noticed by Lodge members that it did indeed seem unique 
because it was different from what was sometimes used by other Royal Ark Mariner Lodges. 
Eventually Toye Kenning & Spencer agreed to approach one of their manufactures if a photograph 
could be supplied.  This is shown in the "Before" version where the old painted oilcloth is held by Bros 
David Peel and Henry Wood.  After many months Toye Kenning & Spencer were able to supply a  
beautifully woven replacement, as shown in the "After" version. 
The new Floor Cloth was dedicated at the Meeting of Allertonshire Lodge in September 2011 when 
our P.G.M., accompanied by the Provincial Team, were present. 
“If you are a Royal Ark Mariner come to one of our Meetings to see this wonderful Floor Cloth “ said 
the WM, “if you are not a Royal Ark Mariner, you should be." 

—————————— 
Starting from November holders of RAMGR of the year and RAM Provincial Grand Rank of the Year 
will carry out Representative visits to Royal Ark Mariner lodges.  They will be accompanied by an    
Assisting Director of Ceremonies. 

—————————— 
Remember Brethren that the qualification for all RAM honours is changed.  The entitlement for      
Provincial or Grand honours is now to be based upon performance and commitment to the Province 
and Lodges coupled with visits and attendances.  The first results of these changes will be evident at the 
Provincial Meeting in November. 
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The Mark Summer Ball at 
York Racecourse is planned for 
9th June. 
This very special event in the 
social calendar will continue with 
its very successful formula which 
has been proved to have worked 
over many years. 
The meal and entertainment are 
really professional and the    
evening is one to remember.  
Circulars have been sent out to 
your secretaries and notices 
placed on the Notice Boards  so 
don’t delay, book now as it is   
getting late. Open to non     
Masons.  Contact the Editor. 

————————- 

There are plans to have a 
‘Travelling Keystone’ for the 

Mark Lodges in the Province. 
—————— 

Saturday October 13th, 2012 is 
the date for the Mark Variety 
Evening at the Masonic Hall, 
Middlesbrough.  An excellent 
evening and Tickets are£12 
which include a Hot and Cold 
Buffet and Dessert with enter-
tainment.  Tickets from Peter 
Armstrong, Allan Scott and all 
the Northern area Mark Wor-
shipful Masters. 

————————- 

The third Northern Mark 
Sunday Lunch was held on 
March 4th at Middlesbrough  
Masonic Hall. An excellent lunch 
was enjoyed by the 67 Diners.  
The Sunday Lunch next year will 
be on March 3rd, 2013.   

The joint Mark/Red Cross 
Church Service took place at 
St John the Evangel ist ,        
Welburn on 15th April       
followed by afternoon tea at 
the Village Hall . 
The collection, for the repair of 
the Church roof, raised £770. 
W.Bro. Bob Snowball has   
received the grateful thanks 
from the Church for raising this 
very generous amount of 
money towards the repair. 

————————- 

Is any Brother interested in 
being the Webmaster for the   
Provincial Web site?  
Contact Allan Scott on  
a.c.scott@ntlworld.com in the 
first instance for more details.. 

AROUND THE PROVINCE 
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SUNDAY LUNCH 
The Mark Social Committee is organizing a Mark 
Sunday Lunch this year in York on 23rd September.  

It is to be held at the        
Marriott Hotel on Tadcaster 
Road  over look ing  the 
Knavesmire.  The meal will be 
three courses with 3 types of 
starters and sweets with a 
buffet for the main.  The  
starters and sweets will be 
served at the table as will the 
Tea or Coffee at the end.  The cost per person will be £15. 
The management of the Hotel are very keen to make this event a success and 
having checked out the quality, the Committee are looking forward to         

presenting this event to the brethren. 
The meal will start at 12.00pm for 12.30pm and you should contact David Jennings on 01947 896 297 
to book your place. 

Visit the Provincial Web site on www.neyorksmark.com 

CAPTION RESULTS 
From Maurice Hatton: (with a reference to the photo of Mrs 

Cathy Ingledow on the same page...Ed.) 
1.  “Look Cathy.  He thinks that just because he is a  

DC he can eat all my stilton rind” 
 
2.  “Maurice was particularly anxious for cheese, as the 
potatoes had run out after his third refill”  Gordon 

Setterfield. 

The Mark Provincial Charity Fund has     
provided funding of £1000 to the Beck Isle 
Museum in Pickering following a application 
by W. Bro. Eric Barrett, the Charity Steward 
of The Victory Lodge of Mark Master      
Masons. 
W. Bro. David Sever-Topping a member of 
The Victory Lodge and a volunteer at the 
Museum recommended the Museum to the   
Mark and presented the cheque to help with 
the restoration of  agricultural  machinery. 
For over 40 years visitors to Pickering and 
local residents have meandered through the 
nostalgic and atmospheric rooms at Beck Isle 
Museum to catch a glimpse and the feel of 
local life, and how things used to be. The house itself is a fine period grade II Regency house. The   
Museum started in 1967 and last year 11,500 visitors were welcomed through the doors. The    or-
ganisation is a registered charity, a community museum run by enthusiastic volunteers who delight in 
passing on their knowledge and enthusiasm to the visitors.  
To the unsuspecting the building appears small but you very quickly discover it to be a “Tardis”. There 
are actually 27 rooms, galleries and display areas including a village grocer’s shop, a chemist shop,  
Victorian Parlour and working Victorian Printing Room. The museum also is home to the only pub in 
Pickering without a licence! Outside in the converted stable block in the courtyard you will find    
another working area of the Blacksmith in the museum forge. The Ironstone mines & railway gallery 
tells something of the fascinating story of the Rosedale Ironstone mines.  
Beck Isle strives to be at the very heart of Pickering’s heritage, and at the centre of this wonderful 
community. Volunteers are welcomed to help in all aspects of museum life, they are their life blood. 
Every visitor helps to preserve the precious heritage, as every penny they earn goes back into running 
the charity to fund all the work they do to secure, keep improving and preserving this fascinating  
collection in the heart of Pickering. 
Mr Roger Dowson, Chairman of the Museum, said ”We are pleased the importance of the work done 
to restore machinery has been recognised.  Our agricultural heritage is vital, particularly with the  
connection here to William Marshall, and it is good that people recognise that”. 

BECK ISLE.  MUCH MORE THAN A MUSEUM 

PROVINCIAL TEAM VISITS 
 

Mon. 14th May 6.00 pm.  
Streonshalh Lodge MMM No 337 

Installation. 
 
Fri. 18th May 6.30 pm.   
Scarborough Lodge RAM No 95 

Installation. 
 
Fri. 18th May 6.30 pm.  
Hoveden Lodge of Installed MMM 

No 1681 Installation  
 
Fri 1st June 6.30 pm.  
Beacon Centenary Lodge RAM 

No 1583 Installation.  
 
Wed. 20th June 6.30 pm.  
Trinity Lodge of Installed      
C omm a n d e r s  N o  1 4 2 8         

Installation. 
 
Thurs. 21th June 6.30 pm. 
Humber Lodge MMM No 182 

Installation. 
 
Fri. 15th June 6.30 pm.  
Stokesley Lodge Installed MMM 

No 1711 Installation. 
 
Fri.  22nd June 6.30 pm.  
Farmers’ Mark Lodge No 1784 

Installation. 
 
Mon. 25th June 6.30 pm.  
John Ashton Wade Lodge of 
Insta l led MMM No 1428       

Installation. 

The Atrium 

The Marriot Hotel 


